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MITI Says U.S. Sanctions ‘Unreasonable’ 
OW 241325 Tokvo KYODO in English 1319 GMT 
24 Mar 88 


{ Text] Tokyo, March 24 KYODO—Japan said Thursday 
it would continue asking the U.S. to rescind the “unrea- 
sonable” sanctions in their semicondcutor trade dispute 
at every available occasion and forum, including the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). 


Hajime Tamura, minister of international trade and 
industry, said, “There 1s no reason why the United States 
maintains the sanctions in view of Japan's faifthful 
implementation of the bilateral agreement.” 


He described the 300 million dollar sanctions imposed 
by President Ronald Reagan in April last year in retali- 
ation for Japan's alleged violation of the bilateral chip 
arrangement in semiconductor trade as “groundless.” 


“This clearly runs counter to GATT rules, and we will 
continue asking the U.S. to withdraw the current mea- 
sure,’ he told an upper house budget committee session 
in reply to questions by members of opposition Demo- 
cratic Socialist Party. 


The bilateral microchip accord, signed in September, 
1986, called on Japan to stop “dumping” Japanese-made 
semiconductor chips in U.S. and third country markets 
like Hong Kong and Singapore, and to give foreign 
chipmakers wider access to the Japanese market. 


Reagan later lifted 135 million dollars worth of sanc- 
tions, which imposed 100 percent punitive tariffs on 
personal computers, power hand tools and color televi- 
sion sets, after the U.S. Commerce Department found 
that Japan had stopped selling microchips in third coun- 
tries at below fair-market prices. 


But some 165 million dollars worth of sanctions remain 
in force because, as U.S. Trade Representative Clayton 
Yeutter said, there has been no improvement in market 
access. 


To Study Export Price System 
OW 250551 Tokyo KYODO in English 0534 GMT 
25 Mar 88 


[Text] Tokyo, March 25 KYODO—Japan may consider 
abolishing its chip export price monitoring system to 
honor a ruling by a General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT) panel that found such price controls 
illegal under GATT rules, Minister of International 
Trade aid Industry (MITI) Hajime Tamura idicated 
Friday. 
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Tamura told a press conference after a cabinet meeting 
that Japan might have to observe Thursday’s GATT 
ruling, but that it would conduct a “careful study” of the 
GATT findings before deciding how to respond 


He also said Japan may express its stand on the ruling at 
a GATT council meeting, to be held May 4, after holding 
close consultations among the MITI, Foreign Ministry, 
and other government advisors. 


The European Community (EC) said the GATT panel 
ruled Thursday that Japan’s chip price monitoring sys- 
tem violates Clause | of GATT Article | 1 which calls for 
a ban on quantitative restrictions by governments. 


The MITI has urged Japanese chipmakers to export their 
products at fair market prices or above, determined by 
the ministry, and usually denies export licenses to those 
sellin? their chips below these jevels. 


The MITI’s powerful administrative guidelines for the 
makers were designed to live up to the 1986 Japan-U.S. 
semiconductor trade accord that calls for Japanese mak- 
ers to halt dumping at unfair market values and to 
increase Japan’s purchases of U.S. chips. 


The GATT panel found that MITI’s administrative 
guidance violated the GATT’s free trade rules by boost- 
ing prices of chips exported by Japanese makers to the 
detriment of microchip users of other countries, includ- 
ing EC nations. 


The electronics makers in the 12 EC member nations use 
Japanese chips in great quantities since they are rela- 
tively light producers of computer chips. 


The EC has complained that the chip accord gives 
increased access for only U.S. chip manufacturers to the 
lucrative Japanese market, regardless of the interests of 
EC producers. 


LDP Council Chairman To Visit PRC in April 
OW251123 Tokvo KYODO in English 1111 GMT 
25 Mar 88 


{Text} Tokyo, March 25 KYODO—Masayoshi Ito, one 
of the three top officers of Japan’s ruling Liberal Dem- 
ocratie Party officers, will visit China as a government 
envoy in April for meetings with Chinese leaders, LDP 
sources said Friday. 


Ito, ° 4, will leave April 15 or 17 and stay in China for 
three days. 


He is the chairinan of the LDP’s decision-making body, 
the Executive Council. The two other top LDP officers 
are Shintaro Abe, secretary general, and Michio Wata- 
nabe, chairman of the Policy Affairs Research Council. 
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Ito will meet senior leader Deng Xiaoping, Communist 
Party General Secretary Zhao Ziyang and new Chinese 
Government leaders to be elected at the National Peo- 
ple’s Congress (parliament), which opened a session 
Friday and will last through April } 3. 


Joint Fisheries Meeting With ROK Proposed 
OW 251023 Tokyo KY ODO in English 0926 GMT 
25 Mar &8& 


[Text] Tokyo, March 25 KYODO—Japan and South 
Korea will hold a meeting of their joint committee on 
fisheries between Monday and Wednesday in Tokyo, the 
Foreign Ministry said Friday. 


Makoto Okayasu, former vice minister of agriculture, 
forestry and fisheries, will lead the Japanese delegation 
and Yi Chong-hui, deputy director of the Fisheries 
Agency will head the South Korean team during the 
three-day talks. 


Implementation of self-imposed controls on operations 
off the coasts of the two countries and fishery resources 
will be discussed at the 22nd annual session of the 
committee, according to the ministry. 


BOJ Official Says Yen Rising ‘Too Fast’ 
OW 250247 Tokvo KYODO in English 0229 GMT 
25 Mar 88 


[Text] Tokyo, March 25 KYODO—A senior Bank of 
Japan [BOJ] official said Friday the yen is rising too fast 
against the U.S. dollar and cautioned that the central 
bank is ready to step into the foreign exchange market. 


The pace of the rise “is a bit too fast,” prompting the 
central bank to watch market moves “with grave con- 
cern,” said the official, who requested anonymity. The 
government bank “will take necessary measures” if 
required, he added. 


The official was commenting on the dollar’s fall to the 
125 yen level in early Tokyo trading for the first time in 
about 2 and 1/2 months. 


The official attributed the yen’s renewed strength in part 
to speculative buying by market players viewing the 
Japanese unit as undervalued against the dollar com- 
pared with the British pound’s rate versus the U.S. 
currency. 


There is no particular factor to trigger dollar selling, he 
said. 


~~ 
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Governor Criticizes Yen Speculation 
OW 250631 Tokyo KYODO in English 0608 GM1 
25 Mar 8&8& 


[Text] Tokyo, March 25 KYODO—Bank of Japan Gov- 
ernor Satoshi Sumita condemned market participants 
Friday for speculative buying of the yen which he said 
they were doing despite the lack of any development in 
the market to justify it. 


Sumita went on to say that if necessary the central bank 
would intervene in the Tokyo Foreign Exchange Market 
to bring about stable foreign exchange rates. 


He told a business meeting sponsored by a private body 
at a Tokyo hotel that active buying of the Japanese 
currency during the last couple of days resulted from a 
“too strong concern” by market participants about the 
“splendor” of the Japanese economic performance. 


He stressed that current selling of the U.S. dollar 
stemmed mainly from “cross-trading” of major curren- 
cies like the British pound and the West German mark. 


“Stable foreign exchange rates are vital to the long-term 
economic expansion of the Japanese economy,” he said. 


Japan’s gross national product (GNP) grew at an annu- 
alized pace of 7.0 percent in the October-December 
quarter. 


The switching to domestic demand-led economic growth 
from export-dependent growth as a result of the yen’s 
sharp appreciation against the U.S. currency since the 
fall of 1985 is bringing about ideal cyclical economic 
expansion, he said. 


Touching on commodity prices, Sumita ruled out the 
likelihood of faster inflation, though he said the central 
bank continues to monitor speculative moves in con- 
struction materials like bar and h-shaped steel and 
plywoods. 


He reiterated that the central bank will retain its present 
neutral stance in monetary policy while closely watching 
commodity prices and foreign exchange markets. 


Rengo Opposes Introduction of Foreign Workers 
OW 250819 Tokyo KYODO in English 0803 GMT 
25 Mar 88 


[Text] Tokyo, March 25 KYODO—Japan’s largest labor 
organization Rengo said Friday it opposes introduction 
of unskilled foreign workers. 


Rengo, comprising an estimated 5.3 million private- 
sector workers, in a position paper released in the day 
urged the government to limit the influx of foreign 
workers to only those with high-level know-how and 
technical abilities. 
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Rengo, the Japanese private-sector trade union confed- 
eration, also asked the government to take legal action 
punishing employers who hire illegal entrants. 


An increasing number of foreign workers are coming to 
Japan particularly because of the yen’s rise in value. 


A Justice Ministry report said earlier this month that 
illegal foreign workers in 1987 totaled 11,307, an 
increase of 3,176 or 39.1 percent from 1986. Of them, 
men accounted for 4,289, showing a 6.2-fold increase in 
two years. 


Most of them, come from the Philippines, Thailand, 
Pakistan, China, and Bangladesh, the report says. Many 
are illegally hired as simple laborers at construction sites. 


Agriculture Minister Backs Milk Subsidy Cut 
OW 240507 Tokyo KYODO in English 0439 GMT 
24 Mar 88 


[Text] Tokyo, March 24 KYODO—The government has 
decided to reduce the support prices of processed milk 
products, Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries Minister 
Takashi Sato told an advisory committee Thursday. 


He said he wants to lower guaranteed price by 3.5 
percent and the standard transaction price by 1.7 per- 
cent. 


An official of the ministry said later that although the 
price cuts will lower production costs for makers of dairy 
products, it is not yet possible to say whether the retail 
prices of such products will go down, because there are 
other factors that affect these prices. 


The standard transaction price is the price at which milk 
producers sell to makers of dairy products, The differ- 
ence between this and the guaranteed price will be paid 
to producers by the government. 


Sato also told the committee he wanted to increase the 
maximum annual production the government subsidizes 
by 150,000 tons to 2.25 million tons. He asked for the 
committee's advice on the proposals. 


The Livestock Industry Promotion Council was 
expected to indicate its support for the Goverrment’s 
plans later Thursday. 


The reasons for the government decision to slash the 
milk price for the third consecutive year include a 
lowering of feed prices due to the stronger yen and the 
rising price of calves, the officials said. 


The governmeni also decided to lower the stabilization 
indicative prices of butter by 1.8 percent and skimmed 
milk by 1.1 percent, they said. 
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Power Firms Sign Nuclear Research Pact 
OW241005 Tekyo KYODO in English 0907 GMT 
24 Mar 88 


[Text] Tokyo, March 24 KYODO—A research institute 
of 11 major Japanese power firms Thursday contracted 
with a European research body to jointly study and 
develop the transmuting of transuranium elements hav- 
ing longer half-life in nuclear power plants’ high-level 
nuclear wastes. 


The Central Research Institute of the Electric Power 
Industry (CRIEPI) said that under the agreement with 
the Commission of European Communities Joint 
Research Center, Karlsruhe European Institute for Tran- 
suranium Elements, they will spend some 300 million 
yen over the next four years in assessing whether such 
uranium can really be used as metal fuel. 


If realized, the safety of nuclear waste disposals will be 
immensely enhanced, officials said. 


The European institute is based in Karlsruhe, West 
Germ: iy, they said. 


The plan calls for the fast breeder reactor to transmute 
these transuranium elements, including neptunium and 
americium, through nuclear fission into elements having 
a much shorter half-life as metal fuel such as cesium and 
strontium, they said. 


They said that currently plans are under way to dispose 
of high-level nuclear wastes by burying them under- 
ground after classification. 


They explained that one kilogram of transuranium ele- 
ments occurs per ton of spent nuclear fuel, taking hun- 
dreds of thousands of years to reduce in radioactivity. 


Mongolia 


MPRP Approves Yakovlev Visit Results 
OW 241053 Ulaanbaatar International Service 
in English 0910 GMT 23 Mar 88 


[Text] The MPRP Central Committee has heard the 
results of the regular consultations of the party central 
committee ideological secretaries of the socialist coun- 
tries held in Ulaanbaatar from 16 to 17 March. The party 
secretaries discussed the urgent questions of the parties’ 
ideological work in the conditions of a new way of 
political thinking. 


The consultations were a significant event in furthering 
cooperation between fraternal parties in ideological 
sphere and propagating the progress of restructuring in 
the socialist countries, said the MPRP Central Commit- 
tee resolution, and the Central committee approved the 
activity of the Mongolian delegation at the meeting. 
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The party Central Committee also discussed the out- 
come of the visit to Mongolia by Politburo Member and 
Secretary of the CPSU Central Committee Yakovlev. 
The meetings and talks held in the party Central Com- 
mittee during the visit and the signing oi cooperation 
program between the iwo parties in the spheres of 
ideology, culture, science, and education were an impor- 
tant event for consolidating and expanding traditional 
Mongolian-Soviet friendship and cooperation. 


DPRK Envoy Explains Military Alert to Press 
OW'240117 Ulaanbaatar MONTSAME in English 
1705 GMT 23 Mar 88 


[Text] Ulaanbaatar, 23 March (MONTSAME)} —The 
decision of the DPR of Korea to alert its military forces 
is a forced measure caused by the dangerous situation 
that has taken shape duc to the provocative U.S.-South 
Korean military manoeuvres “Team Spirit-88"°. The sole 
aim of the action is to ensure the inviolability of our 
territory, Kim Taek-yul, ambassador of the DPRK to the 
MPR, has said at a press conference held at his embassy 
on 22 March. 


He has pointed out that the current large-scale 
manoeuvres which are working out the tactics of a 
nuclear strike and involve large contingents of American 
troops and armaments, including nuclear weapons, seri- 
ously threaten the regional and universal security and 
stability. 


The ambassador familiarized Mongolian journalists with 
the communique issued by the Supreme Command of 
the Korean People’s Army. 


Art Group Leaves for PRC, DPRK Performances 
OW 240927 Ulaanhaatar International Service 
in English 0910 GMT 23 Mar 88 


[Text] A Mongolian art group has left Ulaanbaatar for 
Beijing under the cultural cooperation program between 
Mongolia and China. The group includes the foremost 
from the State (?First) Song and Dance Company, State 
Opera and Ballet Theater, State Circus, Music and 
Choreography School, and Music and Drama Theater in 
Erdenet, North Mongolia. 


After their performances in China, they will go to the 
DPRK to take part in the international art festival spring 
holiday held every April. Mongolia will host an art group 
from China in May. 


North Korea 
Further on Commander's Readiness Order, Rally 


Kang Hui-won Addresses Rally 
SK241320 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
0756 GMT 24 Mar 88 


[Speech by Kang Hui-won, alternate member of the 
Political Bureau of the WPK Central Committee, 
responsible secretary of the Pyongyang WPK Commit- 
tee, and chairman of the Pyongyang People’s Commit- 
tee, at a mass rally held at the Kim Il-song Plaza in 
Pyongyang to support the order of the KPA supreme 
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[Text] Comrades: Today we are holding a mass rally in 
Pyongyang to support the order of the respected and 
beloved comrade supreme commander to all units of the 
KPA and the Korean People’s Security Forces, and to all 
members of the Red Worker-Peasant Militia and the 
Red Youth Guards. This order called for full compat 
readiness. Due to the large-scale “Team Spirit-88” war 
exercise Commotion that the U.S. imperialists and the 
South Korean puppets are now carrying oul, a very acute 
situation in which a new war, a nuclear war, may break 
oul, 1s prevailing in our fatherland. 


The order of the respected and beloved comrade 
supreme commander calling for the full combat readi- 
ness of all units belonging to the three services of the 
KPA, the Korean People’s Security Forces, and all 
members of the Red Worker-Peasant Militia and the 
Red Youth Guards, is a just measure of self-defense to 
firmly defend our socialist fatherland and the revolution- 
ary gains from the aggressive new war provocation 
maneuvers of the U.S. imperialists and the South 
Korean puppet clique. It is also a most revolutionary 
measure to firmly defend peace on the Korean peninsula 
as well as security in Asia and the rest of the world. 


1, in the name of this mass rally, resolutely support the 
order of the respected and beloved comrade supreme 
commander, reflecting the firm will and de*ermination 
of our people and the officers and men of tue People’s 
Army to not tolerate any aggressive provocations by the 
U.S. imperialists and their stooges. [applause, shouts of 
slogans] 


The “Team Spirit-88” joint military exercise the U.S. 
imperialists and the South Korean puppet clique ar: 
again carrying out this year is not only the direct exten- 
sion of their reckless maneuvers to persistently trigger a 
new war, a nuclear war, on the Korean peninsula. It 1s 
also an intolerable challenge to our repeated efforts for 
peace. to alleviate the country’s tense situation. 


As everyone knows, proceeding from the sense of heavy 
responsibility for the destiny of the fatherland and the 
nation, and from a lofty sense of duty toward world 
peace, the WPK and the government of the Republic 
have made patient efforts to alleviate tension on the 
Korean peninsula and to eliminate the danger of war 
there. 


Just recently, in an effort to arrange a prerequisite for the 
country’s peace and its peaceful reunification, we offered 
a proposal for holding tripartite talks, a proposal for 
holding talks of the military persons in authority, a 
proposal for holding high-level North-South political 
and military talks, and a proposal for making the Korean 
peninsula a nuclear-free peace zone. We have made 
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active efforts to realize these. Last year, we went so far as 
to offer a proposal for phased arms reduction and to take 
the epochal step of unilaterally reducing forces by 
100,000 troops. 


In particular, in an effort to epochaliy change the situa- 
tion on the Korean peninsula—which the people of the 
world are keenly watching with deep concern—in favor 
of the country’s peace and its peaceful reunification, this 
vear we offered a proposal for holding a Novsth-South 
joint conference to discuss pending issues, including the 
issue Of suspending large-scale military exercises. We 
have also made sincere efforts to put these proposals into 
practice. 


Efforts such as ours proceed from our desire to at any 
cost open a new phase for the country’s peace and 
peaceful reunification by alleviating the tension prevail- 
ing on the Korean peninsula, and, thus, creating an 
atmosphere of reconciliation and unity within the 
nation. 


This notwithstanding, the U.S. imperialists and the 
South Korean rulers have responded to our proposals by 
strengthening the maneuvers for confrontation and war, 
thus running counter to our sincere efforts for detente 
and peace. 


The “Team Spirit-88” joint military exercise of the U.S. 
imperialists and the South Korean puppets is not only an 
open challenge to our proposal for holding a North 
South joint conference for national reconciliation and 
unity. It is aiso an open threat to peace on the Korean 
peninusla and to the security of Asia and the rest of the 
world. 


The great leader Comrade Kim Il-song has taught: The 
large-scale “Team Spirit” military exe. cise that the 
United States has carried out in South Korea every year 
since 1976 is a preliminary war, a test nuclear war, 
against our Republic. 


The “Team Spirit-88” joint military exercise that the 
U.S. imperialists and the South Korean puppets are now 
Carrying Out 1s not a mere repeat of the joint military 
exercise that has been staged thus far—it is a preliminary 
war, a test nuclear war, one designed to perfect their plan 
for aggression against the northern half of the republic 
and to put the plan into practice at any moment. 


The U.S. imperialists, having declared the Korean pen- 
insula the first line of the U.S. strategy and as the first 
priority area for the use of nuclear weapons, have 
dragged various types of nuclear weapons and the la ‘est 
military equipment into South Korea. They have turned 
South Korea into a forward nuclear base—the largest in 
the Far East—and have frantically staged a nuclear war 
exercise against us every year. 
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The duration of the “Team Spirit-88” joint military 
exercise is 4 months, from early February to May. This is 
longer than any of the joint military exercises that have 
ever been staged. Its scale is also unprecedented; that 1s 
to say, the joint military exercise 1s an unprecedented 
war exercise in which more than 60,000 U.S. troops. 
more than 240,000 regular Army troops, and more than 
1 million reserve forces participate. The equipment and 
military services mobilized in the joint militar, exercise 
include the aircraft carrier flotilla of the U.S. 7th Flec., 
known as a moving nuclear base; B-52 strategic bombers, 
which are known as one of three major types of U.S. 
nuclear bombers; other means of nuciear attack; the U.S. 
Strategic Command, which is responsible for command- 
ing a nuclear war: the notorious Green Beret soldiers 
who carry nuclear backpacks; and other operational 
equipment and units needed for a nuclear war. The 
content of this joint military exercise includes a joint 
amphibious operation; a river-crossing Operation; an 
offensive operation by commandos: and three-dimen- 
sional exercise involving ground, air force, and naval 
forces in areas with terrain and features similar to the 
northern half of the republic. 


Since last February, the U.S. Army antiaircraft artillery 
units, a 26,000-ton large-type U.S. Navy cargo ship 
cartying more than 1,000 vehicles and helicopters of 
various types, and other huge weapons have already been 
dragged into and deployed in the whole region of South 
Korea to join the joint exercise. 


We particularly cannot overlook the fact that officers oi 
the Japanese Self-Defense Forces are participating in the 
exercise under the pretext of observing it; that, synchro- 
nized with this exercise, a U.S.-Japan joint military 
exercise is being staged; and that a tripartite military 
alliance involving the United States, Japan, and South 
Korea is thus being enforced. This tells us that the U.S. 
imperialists are scheming to persistently trigger a new 
war on the Korean peninsula by dragging even the 
Japanese militarists’ armed forces into South Korea. 


In light of the precedents of tae U.S. imperialists’ aggres- 
sion against other countries, it is only too clear that they 
will launch an invasion of the northern haif of our 
Republic while staging the “Team Spirit-88” joint muali- 
tary exercise, after having dragged numerc 5: armed 
forces into South Korea. 


All this proves that the “Team Spirit-88" joint military 
exercise is not a simple exercise. It is instead an 
extremely dangerous war provocation which is tanta- 
mount to a virtual declaration of war ag :inst our Repub- 
lic. 


The gravity and danger of the “Team Spirit-88" joint 
military exercise is that it is being carried Out while the 
South Korean puppets have acutely aggravated the situ- 
ation on the Koiean peninsula, have fabricated the 
airliner 1\cident, and have conducted an unprecedented 
anticommunist and anti-Republic commotion. 
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As is well known, the South Korean puppets, who are 
manipulated by the U.S. imperialists, announced the 
so-called result of the investigation into the airliner 
incident, just afier they received our proposal for the 
North-South joint conference for national reconciliation 
and unity. They have led the North-South confrontation 
to its worst condition. By conducting the “Team Spirit- 
88” joint military exercise with the United States, they 
are leading the situation on the Korean peninsula to the 
extremely dangerous brink of war. 


The act of the South Korean puppets—who are conduct- 
ing a nuclear war exercise against the fellow countrymen, 
in collusion with the foreign forces. and who are thus 
turning away from the fellow countrymen’s proposal for 
dialogue for reconciliation and unity—is a criminal act 
against the nation and peace, one that can never be 
pardoned. 


In the northern half of the republic, the entire party 
membership and all the people are vigorously conduct- 
ing the peaceiul 200-day campaign to effect a great 
upsurge in socialist economic construction, thus uphold- 
ing the appeal of the party and the leader. By contrast, in 
South Korea, the military fascist clique, together with 
the U.S. imperialists, is carrying out an aggressive 
nuclear war exercise. This clearly demonstrates as a stern 
reality who works for peace and who seeks war on the 
Korean peninsula, as well as where the threat of aggres- 
sion comes from. 


The “Team Spirit-88” joint military exercise the U.S. 
imperialists and the South Kcr*an puppets are carrying 
out demonstrates that the dialogue, detente, and peace 
they rave about are all false, .»d that they only seek 
confrontation and war. 


Furthermore, it is totally unbecoming that they should 
participate in a war exercise and maneuvers for an arms 
buildup under the pretext of the Olympics. That the No 
Tae-u ring, which has come to power by fraud and a 
Stratagem, raves about peace and engages in a war 
exercise 1s enough to show that they are more of a wicked 
cat’s paw of war for the U.S. imperialists than were their 
predecessors. 


Due to the criminal nuclear war provocation maneuvers 
of the U.S. imperiatists and the South Korean puppets, 
and due to their anti-Republic smear campaign, the 
situation in our country is now in an unpredictable phase 
in which war could break out at any moment due to a 
trivial (?accidental) incident. 


I condemn the “Team Spirit-88" war exercise being 
carried out by the U.S. imperialists and the South 
Korean puppets as an intentional act of provocation, one 
that aims at totally reyecting North-South dialogue and at 
lighting the dynamite fuse of a new war on the Korean 
peninsula. | also condemn it as an intolerable crime that 
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endangers the peace of Asia and the world. and | 
resolutely denounce it in the name of all the Korean 
people. [applause. shouts of slogans] 


Comrades, solving the Korean questicn, not through war 
but rather peacefully through dialogue and negotiation. 
iS the consistent stand of the WPK and the government 
of the Republic. Due to the reckless war provocation 
maneuvers of the U.S. imperialists and the South 
Korean puppets, the danger of war has constantly pre- 
vailed in our country. The tact that war has not broken 
out and that peace has been preserved can be totally 
attributed to our patient work for peace. 


The U.S. imperialists and the South Korean bellicosc 
elements must not ignore our sincere efforts for peace. 
and they must not perpetrate this reckless playing with 
fire. If they attempt to threaten us with force of arms. 
thus clinging to their so-called policy of force, the US 
imperialists will gain nothing from this but will have to 
pay dearly. 


We do not want war; but we are not afraid of it. Should 
the U.S. imperialists and the South Korean puppet 
clique force war upon us, we will retaliate against the 
aggressors a hundredfold and a thousandfold. We wil! 
doom and disgrace the enemies to defend the sacred 
territory of the fatherland, the sovereignty of our people. 
and the socialist system. [applause, shouts of slogans} 


The U.S. imperialists should squarely realize the revolu- 
tionary will of our people and of the officers and men of 
the KPA, and should immediately cease the provocative 
“Team Spirit-88” joint military exercise. They should 
then without delay withdraw from South Korea and 
return home, taking with them all war means, including 
their aggressive forces and nuclear weapons. 


The No Tae-u puppet clique should not recklessly run 
wild in following the U.S. imperialists’ new war provo- 
cation maneuvers, which aim at imposing nuciear calam- 
ity on our nation. The clique should immediately cease 
its slanderous anti-Republic confrontation maneuvers 
against us. [applause, shouts of s!ogans] 


The South Korean people should not tolerate the U.S. 
imperialists’ aggressive nuclear war maneuvers, and they 
should never forgive the No Tae-u ring for their antina- 
tional crime of making the sacred land of the fatherland 
a site of nuclear war. All the Korean compatriots who 
care about the future of the country and the nation 
should actively struggle to resolutely oppose, denounce, 
check, and frustrate the criminal **Team Spirit-88” joint 
military exercise of the U.S. imperialists and the South 
Korean puppets. We express our expectation that the 
governments, political parties, organizations, and pro- 
gressive people of all peace-loving countries of the world 
will pay close attention *o the situation on the Korean 
peninsula, where the grave danger of a new war prevails. 
We expect that they will resolutely denounce the “Team 
Spirit-88” joint military exercise conducted by the U.S. 
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imperialisis and the South Korean puppets, and that 
they will provide active and continuous support and 
encouragement to the Korean people's just struggle for 
peace and the peaceful reunification of the country. 


Today, the tense situation in our country thal the war 
provocation maneuvers of the U.S. imperialists and the 
South Korean puppets have created, demands that all 
people in the northern haif of the republic maintain high 
revolutionary alertness and struggle more vigorously for 
the complete victory of socialism and the reunification 
of the coun'ry, holding aloft the banner of the three 
revolutions—ideological, technological, and cultural. All 
working people should uphold the militant task set forth 
both in the great leader's New Year's address and in the 
letter of the party Central Committee and the decision of 
the 13th plenary meeting of the sixth party Central 
Committee. The working people should carry out the 
200-day campaign of loyalty, and, by effecting new 
upsurges in all fronts of socialist construction, they 
should more firmly solidify the might of our Republic. 


There ts ro force in this world that can defeat the might 
of the unity of our people, who are firmly united around 
the party Central Committee, which is headed by the 
respected and beloved Comrade Kim Il-song. our ever- 
victorious, sagacious, iron-willed general and legendary 
hero. The future of our people, who advance upholding 
the great leader and fo!iowing the refined leadership of 
the glorious party, will always be victorious and glorious. 
japplause] 


Let us all struggle more vigorously, holding high the 
revolutionary chuche banner for the complete victory of 
socialism and the independent and peaceful reunifica- 
tion of the country. [applause, shouts of slogans] 


Pak Song-chol, Others in Attendance 
SK250130 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
0756 GMT 24 Mar 88 


[Excerpts] This 1s Kim Il-song Plaza. A Pyongyang mass 
rally 1s about to be held at this plaza to support the order 
of the KPA supreme commander. 


Placed with due respect in the center of the meeting site 
iS a portrait of the respected and Leloved leader, Com- 
rade Kim Il-song, the ever-victorious, iron-willed com- 
mander and the supreme commander of the KPA. 


Also present at the meeting site are the slogans that read 
“Long live the great leader Comrade Kim Il-song'” and 
“Long live the glorious Wi K!" [passage omitted] 


Seated in the reserved seats for invited guests on both 
sides of the platform are functionaries from the party. 
organs of power, administrative and economic institu- 
tions, public organizations, and the fields of science. 
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education, culture, arts and |-terature, health, and pub- 
lications and the press. KPA generals and officers, those 
who performed distinguished service during the war, and 
disabled veterans 


Also seated in the reserved seats for invited guests are 
members of the Chongnyon delegation who are staying 
in the socialist fatherland. 


Also located in the reserved seats for invited guests are 
the diplomatic delegates and staff members of foreign 
embassies in Our country, as well as foreign guests. 


[applav .c] 


Seated on the platform are Comrade Pak Song-chol, 
member of the Political Bureau of the WPK Central 
Committec oad vice president: Comrade Kim Yong- 
nam, member of the Political Bureau of the WPK 
Central Committee, vice premier of the State Admunis- 
tration Council, and foreign minister, Comrade Kang 
Hui-won, alternate member of the Political Bureau of the 
WPK Central Committee, responsible secretary of the 
Pyongyang Municipal Party Committee, and chairman 
of the Pyongyang Municipal People’s Committee: 
responsible functionaries of political parties, public 
organizations, and publications and press sectors; and 
KPA generals and officers, anti-Japanese revolutionary 
fighters. heroes, labor innovators, and KPA soldiers. 
[passage omitted] 


Officials Support Readiness Order 
SA250455 Pyonevane ACNA in Enelish 0434 GMT 
25 Mar 8S 


[Text] Pyongyang March 25 (KCNA}—A Pyongyang 
mass rally and demonstration were held at Kim II-song 
Square Thursday in support of the order of the supreme 
commander of the Korean People’s Army. 


Attending the rally together with more than 100,000 
working people in Pyongyang were Pak Song-chol, mem- 
ber of the Political Bureau of the Central Committee of 
the Workers’ Party of Korea and vice-president, and 
Kim Yong-nam, member of the Political Bureau of the 
WPK Central Committee and vice-premier of the 
Administration Council. 


The guest stand of the rally was occupied by the mem- 
bers of delegations and visiting groups of the General 
Association of Korean Residents in Japan (Chongnyon) 
Staying in the socialist homeland, foreign diplomatic 
envoys and embassy officials and foreign guests here. 


The mass rally was addressed by King Hui- von, alter- 
nate member of the Political Sureau of the WPK Central 
Comm*'ee, chief secretary of the Pyongyang Municipal 
Committee of the WPK and chairman of the Pyongyang 
Municipal People’s Committee. 


He said: 
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The respected comrade supreme commander ordered all 
the units of the three services of the Korean People’s 
Army and the Korean People’s Security Fo. -es and the 
entire members of the Worker-Peasant Red Guard and 
Young Red Guard to keep themselves in full combat 
readiness. This order is a just self-defensive step to 
firmly safeguard our socialist homeland and the gains of 
the revolution and a most revolutionary step for peace 
on the Korean peninsula and security in Asia and the rest 
of the world. 


Kang Hui-won warmly supported the order of comrade 
supreme commander on behalf of the mass rally. 


The Workers’ Party of Korea and the government of our 
Republic have made patient efforts to ease the tensions 
and remove the danger of war on the Korean peninsula, 
but the LS. imperialists and the South Korean rulers 
answered it with stepped-up moves toward confronta- 
tion and war, contrary to our sincere efforts for detente 
and peace, he said, and went on: 


The “Team Spirit 88” joint military rehearsal of the US. 
imperialists and the South Korean puppets is an open 
challenge to our proposal for a North-South joint con- 
ference aimed at achievement of national reconciliation 
and unity, an undisguised threat to peace on the Korean 
peninsula and security in Asia and the rest of the world. 


Moreover, what should not be overlooked 1s the fact that 
the U.S.-Japan-South Korea three-way military alliance 
iS actually going on the move as officers of the Japan 
Self-Defence Forces are taking part in the “Team Spirit 
88” under the cloak of “watching” and this joint military 
rehearsal 1s timed 1. coimcide with U.S.-Japan joint 
military exercises. 


This tells that the U.S. imperialists are working hard to 
unleash another war on the Korean peninsula by intro- 
ducing into South Korea even the Japanese militarist 
forces of aggression 


The “Team Spirit 88” 1s not merely a rehearsal but an 
extremely dangerous war provocation move, virtually 
little different from declaration of war against our 
Republic, he said, and continued: 


This joint military rehearsal of the U.S. timperialists and 
the South Korean puppets shows that their glib talk 
about “dialogue,” “detente” and “peace” is nothing but 
a false propaganda, and that they pursue only confron- 
tation and wai. 


We do not want war, but are never afraid of it. 


If the U.S. imperialists and the South Korean puppet 
clique dare to declare a war against us, we will take a 
hundred, thousand-fold retaliation against the aggressors 
in defence of our inviolable territory, people’s power and 
socialist system and will give disgraceful deaths to the 
enemy. 
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The U.S. imperialists must know well about the revolu- 
tionary will of our people and People’s Army officers and 
men, immediately discontinue the provocative “Team 
Spirit 88" joint military exercises and get out of South 
Korea without delay, taking along their aggression troops 
and nuclear weapons and all other means of war. 


The No Tae-u puppet clique must stop running about 
recklessly, following the new war provocation moves of 
the U.S. imperialists to inflict a nucle>r disaster on our 
nation, and immediately stop its tricky anti-DPRK con- 
frontation racket. 


Kang Hui-won expressed the expectation that the gov- 
ernments, political parties, organizations and progres- 
sive peoples of all countries in the world that love peace 
would pay deep attention to the situation on the Korean 
peninsula where the grave danger of a new war has been 
created, sternly denounce the “Team Spirit 88” joint 
military exercises of the U.S. imperialists and \he South 
Korean puppets and continue rendering positive support 
and encouragement to the Korean people in their just 
struggle for peace and peaceful reunification of the 
country. 


Speeches were made at the rally by officer So Won-chon 
on behalf of the officers and men of the Korean People’s 
Army, Han Chin-su on behaif of the men of the Worker- 
Peasant Red Guard and Maeng Ok-hui who was 
deprived of her parents by the U.S. imperialist aggressors 
during the past fatherland liberation war. 


Speeches were interrupted time and again by loud shouts 
fully supporting the order of the KPA supreme com- 
mander and vehemently denouncing the criminal 
nuclear war provocation moves of the U.S. iriperialists 
and the South Korean puppet clique. 


The mass rally was followed by a mammoth demonstra- 
tion. 


More than 100,000 working people marched ‘hrough 
main streets of the city, shouting slogans denounciny the 
new war provocation manoeuvres and anti-DPRK smear 
campaign of the U.S. imperialists and the South Korean 


puppet clique. 


Pak Song-chol Issues Statement on KPA Order 
SK250459 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0444 GMT 
23 Mar 88 


[Text] Pyongyang March 23 (KCNA)}—Pak Song-chol, 
member of the Political Bureau «f the Central Commit- 
tee of the Workers’ Party of Korea and vice-president of 
ihe DPRK, in his statement made to the press on March 
22, fully supported the order of the supreme commander 
of the Korean People’s Army. 
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The order of the KPA supreme commander 1s a self- 
defence measure to defend our socialist homeland and 
revolutionary gains as firm as a rock from the adventur- 
ous military provocation of the U.S. imperialists and the 
South Korean puppet clique, and it 1s a reflection of the 
decisive will and revolutionary stand of our people and 
People’s Army to promptly check the reckless play with 
tire of the aggressors and deal telling counterblows at 
them, he said. 


Noting that the “Team Spirit 88” joint military exercises 
started by the U.S. imperialists this year are assuming an 
unprecedented offensive and provocative nature, he 
went on * 


The imp rialists set the period of the “Team Spirit 
88" wu y -euvres from February to May and mobi- 
lized ait... avable sophisticated military and technical 
materiel including new-type means of nuclear delivery 
along with the regular army rave than 200,000 strong 
and the “reserve forces” nearly o> million strong. They 
are Staging under the simulatea cc adiiions of an actual 
war the war manoeuvres of an offensive nature, such as 
joint landing operation, joint river-crossing operation. 
airlifting Operation, commando operation, mine laying 
and sweeping operation, in the areas topographically 
similar to those in the northern half of our republic, 
while proceeding northward up to the very Military 
Demarcation Line. 


Moreover, it can be said that the danger of war provo- 
cation 1s becoming all the more pronounced because the 
joint military rehearsal this year is being staged at the 
time when the North-South relations have gone from bad 
to worse due to the South Korean puppets’ heinous 
anti-DPKK smear campaign and the situation on the 
Korean peninsu!'i grown unusually acute. 


Now the entire people in the northern half of the 
Republic, upon hearing the order of the KPA supreme 
commander, are keenly watching every and each move 
of the enemy with heightened revolutionary vigilance 
and hardening their unshakable faith and will to deal 
decisive counterblows at the enemy and firmly defend 
the socialist homeland and revolutionary gains, if he 
dares to pounce upon them. 


The U.S. rmperialists should look straight at the reality, 
unconditionally discontinue the “Team Spirit 88” joint 
military exercises and immediately go home, taking 
along all their armed forces of aggression including 
nuclear weapons. 


The South Korean military fascist clique must stop 
running amuck in the nuclear war game against the 
fellow countrymen, as war servants of the U.S. imperi- 
alists, and immediately give up the anti-DPRK smear 
campai, |. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


If the U.S. imperialists and the South Korean puppets 
continue to take the road to confrontation and war. 
Staging the nuclear war manoeuvres, despite Our warn- 
ings. they will only face disgraceful destruction. 


I express the conviction that the parties, governments 
and peoples of ail countries in the world will pay deep 
attention to the situation on the Korean peninsula where 
the danger of nuclear war 1s growing and lift up voices 
denouncing the “Team Spirit 88” joint military exercises 
of the U.S. imperialists and the South Korean puppets. 


Daily Assails Pusan Arrival of Carrier “Midway 
SK250807 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
0007 GMT 23 Mar 88 


[NODONG SINMUN 23 March commentary: “An 
Aggressive Fleet That Has Brought Along Nuclear 
Clouds” | 


{Text} On 21 March, the aircraft carrer “Midway.” 
which belongs to the U.S. imperialists’ 7th Fleet, slunk 
into the port of Pusan with a convoy o7 cruisers and 
destroyers, to participate in the “Team Spirit-88" joint 
militaiy exercise. Approximately 10,000 U.S. imperialist 
troops of aggression are aboard these pirate ships. 


The offensive-type nuclear-powered aircraft carrier 
“Midway.” which is also known as a floating nuclear city 
and a base for ‘ransporting numerous nuclear weapons 
and planes, 1s a notorious pirate ship that has not only in 
recent years frequently participated in the “Team Spirit” 
war exercises, but has also prepared for a nuclear pre- 
emptive strike against the northern half of the Republic 
by plying the waters of our country’s East and South 
Seas. 


The fact that a ship of such a nature as the “Midway” has 
slunk into South Korea, at such a time as when the 
exercise has practically begun and 1s about to enter an 
earnest stage. indicates that this war exercise 1s «bout to 
be transiormed into a more dangerous game ©i playing 
with fire. 


No .ooner had the “Team Spirit” war exercise been set 
in motion than the U.S. imperialist troops of aggression 
occupying South Korea and the puppet army were placed 
on an alert posture. Units of the aggressive troops and 
the military equipment that are each day being shipped 
into South Korea from U.S. military bases in the cont:- 
nental United States and from Pacific regions such as 
Hawaii, Guam, Japan, and the Philippines, are now 
being massed and deployed in operational areas close to 
the Military Demarcation Line [MDL]. 


At a time when a large number of aircraft of various 
descriptions, such as B-52 strategic bombers and F-16 
and F-15 fighter-bombers, crowd bases in South Korea 


FBIS-EAS-88-050 
14 March 1988 


and neighboring areas, an EA-4 aircraft, which com- 
mands the full-scale nuclear war that has been put into 
operation for the “Team Spirit” war exercise, was flown 
into Kadena Air Base, Okinawa. 


Assorted landing craft such as tank landing craft and 
(Tawke) landing craft, which have been massed in U:S. 
military bases in Japan close to the Korean peninsula, 
including the Japanese mainland and Okinawa, now 
await a landing operation in Pohang, South Korea. 


An examination of such deployment by the armed forces 
being carried out by the U.S. imperialists and the South 
Korean puppets, in connection with the “Team Spirit” 
joint military exercise, makes everyone guess what objec- 
tive the war exercise seeks to attain. 


The U.S. imperialist aggressors and the South Korean 
puppets are scheming to swallow the northern half of the 
republic in one stroke by executing a joint air-sea oper- 
ation the instant they light the torch of war along the 
MDL. This is proven by the landing operations, river- 
crossing operations, airborne mobile exercises, and oper- 
ations designed to create chaos in the rear that the U.S. 
imperialists and the South Korean puppets have carried 
Out in every recent “Team Spirit’ war exercise. 


Whai particularly attracts our attention is the fact that 
the “Team Spirit” war exercise the U.S. imperialists and 
the South Korean puppets are conducting is a game of 
playing with fire—at the completion stage of their prep- 
arations for a war of northward invasion—they have 
frantically accelerated in South Korea over the past 30 
years since the signing of the truce. 


The U.S. imperialist troops of aggression and the puppet 
army have reorganized the armed forces to make them 
offensive-type forces. They have also deployed these 
armed forces as a whole in forward frontline areas close 
to the MDL, in addition to having stockpiled vast 
quantities of reserve war material. 


The puppet Defense Minister O Cha-pok, who indis- 
creetly babbled about someone else’s provocation in 
connection with the passenger plane incident—which 
has nothing to do with us—and who at a news confer- 
ence—his first since he took office—heaped such outra- 
geous words as a declaration of war or harsh punitive 
retaliation, has recently visited Army Headquarters. 
There he noisily babbled about the need to establish a 
perfect posture for countering actions, one capable of 
annihilating someone else during the initial stage of war. 


It cannot be overlooked that those who are engaged in 
this dangerous game of playing with fire, together with 
the U.S. imperialist troops of aggression, should utter 
such words. This 1s something that can be said only by 
the warmongers who at any cost are bent on lighting the 
fuse for a war of northward invasion. 
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This is why the world is keenly watching, with deep 
concern, the U.S. imperialists’ and the puppets’ game of 
playing with fire. 


If the U.S. imperialists and the South Korean puppets 
are trying to gain something from a war of northward 
invasion by challenging our people’s and the peace- 
loving people of the world’s aspirations for peace and the 
peaceful reunification of Korea, they are miscalcul’ ng. 


If they choose the path that leads to war, they will pay a 
dear price. 


The U.S. imperialists and the puppets shculd act judi- 
ciously. 


SKNDF Urges ‘Vigorous’ Anti-U.S. Struggle 
SK200847 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0837 GM7 
20 Mar 88 


[Text] Pyongyang March 20 (KCNA) —The South 
Korean National Democratic Front [SKNDF] (Hanmin- 
jon) strongly calls upon the people of all walks of life to 
hold higher the banner of anti-U.S. struggle for indepen- 
dence, closely rally behind the banner and wage a more 
vigorous struggle against the U.S. imperialists and the 
military government, thus making this year a historical 
year of an epochal phase for independence, democracy 
and reunification. 


A spokesman for the “Hanminjon” Central Committee 
stressed this in his statement made to the press on March 
17 on the occasion of the sixth anniversary of the arson 
at the “American Cultural Centre” in Pusan. 


According to radio “Voice of National Salvation” reach- 
ing here, the spokesman said the righteous March 18 
action which struck the U.S. imperialists with terror was 
not an eruption of momentary sentiments but a mani- 
festation of the pent-up rancour and wrath against the 
U.S. colonial rule, a manifestation of the unshakable 
willpower of independence not to accept the miserable 
conditions of people under foreign subjugation any long- 
er. 


He pointed out that the United States which is seeking a 
permanent colonial domination over this land is now 
resorting to tactics to arrest the mounting struggle of 
people for independence and democratization of society 
with deceptive “commitments” on the one hand and to 
mercilessly suppress the national salvation movements 
of broad people by an indiscriminate crackdown offen- 
sive on the other, through the No Tae-u military “re- 
gime.” 


The United States is now making no scruple of staging 
extremely reckless military actions to ignite a nuclear 
war on this land, working hard to quell the people’s 
anti-U.S., anti-military government fighting spirit, with 
the large-scale ““Team Spirit 88°’ war exercises, he said, 
and stressed: 
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‘““Hanminjon,” representing the surging indignation of 
the whole nation, vehemently denounces the United 
States for its criminal schemes to block through the 
tyrannwcal military rule the road of our people to 
independence, democracy and reunification, to keep 
hold on South Korea as its permanent colony and 
military base and to unleash a thermonuclear war in this 
land. It strongly calls for the unconditional withdrawal of 
all the aggression forces including the U.S. troops and 
nuclear weapons from South Korea. 


U.S. Criticized for Colonial ‘Plunder’ 
SK241014 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1007 GMT 
24 Mar 88 


[Text] Pyongyang March 24 (KCNA)—Chief of the U.S. 
Pacific Command Hays, in his testimony to the U.S. 
Senate Appropriation Committee on March 21, said, 
““we continue to press South Korea for increased burden 
sharing support,” according to a foreign press report. 


This furnishes one more proof of the fact that the U.S. 
imperialists are trying to find a way out of the recent 
years of economic crisis in harsher plunder of colonies 
and in military adventures. 


They intend to levy on the South Koi. people all 
burden for maintenance fund of the U.S. forces in South 
Korea. 


Hays estimated yearly spendings by the South Korean 
puppets at 1,100 million dollars for the U.S. imperialist 
forces of aggression, which he said came to the equiva- 
lent of 1,200 million dollars last year. 


Not content with it, the U.S. imperialists pressed the 
puppets to increase the burden sharing support, to bur- 
den the South Korean people with heavier military 
spendings. 


Kim I]-song Greets Ziaul Haq on National Day 
SK221046 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1038 GMT 
22 Mar 88 


[Text] Pyongyang March 22 (KCNA)}—President Kim 
Il-song of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 
sent a message of greetings on March 21 to President 
Mohammad Ziaul Haq of the Islamic Republic of Paki- 
stan on day of Pakistan, the national holiday of the 
Pakistani people. 


Pointing out that the Pakistani people have made great 
progress in the work for the stability and independent 
development of the country under the leadership of 
Mohammad Ziaul Haq, the message sincerely wishes 
him and his people greater success in the building of a 
new Pakistan. | 
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South Students Forced Into Military Drills 
SK221032 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1023 GMT 
22 Mar 88 


[Text] Pyongyang March 22 (KCNA) —The No Tae-u 
military fascist clique is forcing more than 87,000 soph- 
omores of 100 universities across South Korea to partic- 
ipate in military drills at frontline units of the puppet 
army from March 21, according to a report. 


Some 7,600 students have already been hurled into the 
barracks. 


The No Tae-u group betrays its nature as a group of 
splittists, warmaniacs by forcing university students into 
collective exercise at barracks and even military drills at 
frontline units of the puppet army, timed to coincide 
with the frantic ““Team Spirit 88” joint military exercises 
and with the U.S. imperialists’ deployment of large 
armed forces of aggression in the Korean peninsula and 
its surrounding waters with the Olympics ahead. 


The military fascist clique has already started the collec- 
tive military drill of first-year students of universities at 
barracks on March 7, which will continue till November. 


Kim Il-song’s Farm Mechanization Plan Recounted 
SK221018 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1004 GMT 
22 Mar 88 


[““To Free Peasants From Backbreaking Work”—KCNA 
headline] 


[Text] Pyongyang March 22 (KCNA)}—Sowing on cold- 
beds for rice seedlings is now in full swing at rural 
villages. 


Today the mechanisation of farming has reached a high 
level in Korea. 


Farming is done by tens of tractors and trucks and 
hundreds of modern farm machines at each cooperative 
farm. 


Hundreds of tractors and trucks, various kinds of more 
than 1,000 farm machines and planes for rural economy 
have relieved the agricultural working people of their 
hard toil at state combined farm No. 5 which is situated 
in highlands of 1,200 metres above the sea level, a 
northern area of the country. 


The great leader President Kim Il-song has taught: 


**...our farmers who in the past used to do backbreaking 
work transplanting rice and weeding by hand are now 
farming with ease and efficiency with the help of 
machines and chemicals.” 
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In order to relieve the peasants freed from exploitation 
and oppression of their hard toil, he has wisely led the 
mechanisation of the rural economy from the first period 
of building a new country. 


Visiting Sambong-ri, Pyongwon County, in May 1946, 
the year after the liberation, he told the farmers in a 
non-paddy field that farming would be done with the 
help of machines before long. 


He made sure that tractors and other farm machines 
were provided with a large sum of fund in 1949 when the 
situation in the country was tense and it was short of 
foreign currency and that state farm machine hire sta- 
tions were built in Chaeryong, Anju, Chongju and other 
places in 1950. 


He visited the Kumsong general tractor plant (then 
Pyongyang farm implement works) in September 1954 
when the wounds of war were not yet healed and 
unrolled a far-reaching plan to develop it into a iarge 
plant in the future. 


As a result, the works produced the first “Chollima” 
tractor in 1958 and its production capacity reached tens 
of thousands in the early 1970s. 


A rice-transplanting machine was manufactured under 
the energetic guidance of President Kim II-song. 


Seeing with a painful heart the farmers bending them- 
selves to transplant rice seedlings, he told the scientists 
and technicians to make rice-transplanting machines at 
an early date and free the farmers from hardbreaking [as 
received] work and guided their research work several 
times. 


Seeing the operation of a rice-transplanting machine at 
the Haksan cooperative farm, Hyongjesan District, 
Pyongyang, one day of May 1973, he expressed deep 
satisfaction with success in mechanizing rice-transplant- 
ing. 


Under his wise leadership a rice harvester was completed 
and maize thrashers, rice seedlings plucking machines 
and humus-pot planting machines were produced. 


Boundless is his paternal love to free the farmers from 
hard toil. 


At important meetings called from the beginning of last 
year he instructed that more modern farm machines be 
produced. 


He visited the Kumsong general tractor plant in Septem- 
ber last year and greatly encouraged its workers and 
personally saw in October the farm machines made by 
the agricultural working people of the Hwasong cooper- 
ative farm in Yongsong District and the research group 
of the Institute of Agricultural Mechanisation. And in 
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November he went to fields to see the operation of the 
newly manufactured farm machines and praised the 
workers who made such efficient machines. 


Today in Korea, there are seven tractors per 100 hectares 
of cultivated land in the plain area, six in the interme- 
diate and mountain areas and 5.5 rice-transplanting 
machines per 100 hectares of paddy fields. 


With the chemicalisation of the rural economy actively 
promoted under the wise leadership of President Kim 
Il-song, more than 2 tons of chemical fertilizer are 
applied to each hectare of paddy and non-paddy fields 
and weeding is done by chemical means in 97 percent of 
the total rice fields. 


Korea is expected to completely mechanize and chemi- 
calize all farming during the current seven-year plan 
(1987-1993). 


South Korea 


Two DPRK ‘Civilians’ Request Asylum 
SK251018 Seoul Domestic Service in Korean 
0900 GMT 25 Mar 88 


[Text] It has been learned that two North Korean civil- 
ians recently asked for asylum in South Korea after 
escaping from North Korea and arriving in the Philip- 
pines via Communist China. According to a report from 
the Foreign Ministry today, 2 North Korean civilians, 
identified as Kim Chang-hwa, 31, and O Song-il, 31, 
escaped from North <orea recently and arrived in Chzn 
Chiang port in communist China via Manchuria. In the 
port, they boarded a Panamanian ship in secret and 
arrived in Manila on 19 March. Upon arriving in 
Manila, they requested of the Philippine authorities to 
seek refuge in South Korea. 


The Philippine authorities yesterday informed the South 
Korean Embassy in Manila that the two civilians are 
North Koreans and that they have decided to grant their 
request for refuge in South Korea. 


The South Korean Embassy in Manila on 23 March met 
the two North Koreans and confirmed their willingness 
to go to South Korea. 


It has also been learned that of the two North Koreans, 
Kim Chang-hwa was discharged from the North Korean 
Army as a senior sergeant and was a Sth grade student at 
the Pyongyang Railway College and O Song-il was also 
discharged from the North Korean Army as senior 
sergeant and was a worker. 


An official of the Philippine Foreign Ministry disclosed 
that the Philippine authorities would extradite the two 
North Koreans to South Korea in early April. 
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To Arrive in Seoul ‘Shortly’ 
SK251144 Seoul YONHAP in English 1134 GMT 
25 Mar 88 


[Text] Seoul, March 25 (YONHAP)}—Two North 
Korean civilians, who stowed away on a freighter from 
China to the Philippines tn a bid to seek asylum in South 
Korea, will be flown to Seoul shortly, the Foreign Min- 
istry announced Friday. 


The Philippine Government has informed the South 
Korean Embassy of its decision to allow their transfer to 
Seoul after confirming their will to seek asylum in South 
Korea, a spokesman for the ministry said. 


We wholeheartedly welcome them, the spokesman said, 
adding that his government has consistently maintained 
a policy of granting asylum for North Korean compatri- 
Ots aspiring to seeking asylum in their own free will. 


The spokesman said the two 31-year-old men, Kim 
Chang-hwa and O Song-il, both of Pyongyang, sneaked 
into the Panamanian-registered freighter “Mariana Lila” 
in Xian Jiang, China, and entered Manila on March 19 
aboard the ship. 


Korean embassy officials interviewed them on Tuesday 
and confirmed their wish to go to South Korea. In the 
interview, Kim Chang-hwa, a graduating student of a 
railroad college in Pyongyang, and QO, a laborer, told the 
officials that they had longed for a free life in the South, 
escaped North Korea via northeast China in an attempt 
to go to South Korea. 


The spokesman, Kim Hang-kyong., said the North Kore- 
ans will come here as soon as arrangements are com- 
pleted in the Philippines, implying that they may be here 
as early as Sunday. 


Chon Tu-hwan To Cut Short U.S. Visit 
SK250140 Seoul YONHAP in English 0042 GMT 
25 Mar 88 


[Text] Seoul, March 25 (YONHAP)}—Former President 
Chon Tu-hwan will return home on April 10 cutting 
short his scheduled three-week tour of the United States 
which began three days ago, a close aide to Chon said on 
Thursday. 


The aide said Chon canceled a week-long tour of Hawaii 
to return home directly from New York where he is 
scheduled to deliver a speech before the Council on 
Foreign Relations. * 


The aide said the change in Chon’s tour schedule has 
been considered since before his departure from Seoul 
and added that it has nothing to do with the ongoing 
investigation into the corruption scandal allegedly 
involving his younger brother, Kyong-Hwan. 
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Some political observers here, however, are linking the 
former president's early return to the scandal. 


Chon left Seoul on Tuesday for the United States and 
met with U.S. President Ronald Reagan on Wednesday. 


Meanwhile, Vice Foreign Minister Sin Tong-won and 
Chang Myong-ki, chief of protocol, who accompanied 
Chon wiil return to Korea on Sunday after completing 
their official functions. 


The highest prosecution authority began a full probe on 
Monday into the corruption scandal allegedly involving 
the younger Chon who led the officially backed Saemaul 
Undong (New Community Movement) Headquarters for 
the past seven years during his brother’s presidency. 


Amid mounting attacks by the local news media, the 
younger Chon secretly left the country last Friday aboard 
a Korean Air flight bound for Osaka, Japan, but returned 
home three days later after his brother asked President 
No Tae-u for an official probe into the scandal. 


Local press reports, widely believed to be based on 
leaked information from the government’s board of 
audit and inspection, have estimated that the various 
scandals allegedly linked to the younger Chon involve 
more than one-hundred million dollars. 


The press charges against the younger Chon include 
embezzlement, massive land speculation, misappropria- 
tion of the headquarters’ funds, extortion of government 
and private funds, and abuses of government influence 
through meddling in businesses and other interests. 


Prosecutors involved in the investigation of the wide- 
spread scandal said that they have secured sufficient 
evidence to indict the younger Chon. 


The prosecutors said Thursday that they have found the 
younger Chon’s secret bank accounts which amount to 
millions of dollars. 


RDP’s Kim Yong-sam To Run in Pusan Elections 
SK250225 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
25 Mar 88 p 1 


[Text] Former Reunification Democratic Party presi- 
dent Kim Yong-sam will run in the April parliamentary 
elections in Pusan it was learned yesterday. The RDP’s 
nomination screening committee decided to call upon 
the former RDP president to run in his electoral district 
of Pusan, in a meeting afternoon yesterday. 


Kim has been elected seven times to the National 
Assembly, first from his hometown of Koje Island and 
then from the So (west) district of Pusan. 


Acting party president Kim Myong-yun will run in the 
Chongno district of Seoul, which is regarded as a “show- 
case district.” 
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The RDP’s decision to have its two leaders run in Seoul 
and Pusan districts is apparently designed to create an 
“opposition boom” in the forthcoming general elections. 


The seven members of the RDP screening committee 
will visit former party president Kim this morning to 
relay their decision and Kim is expected to accept their 
recommendation. 


Kim Yong-sam was learned to have met with Kim 
Myong-yun Wednesday night to exchange views on their 
political course of action and nomination of other can- 
didates. 


The presidential runner-up resigned from the RDP pres- 
idency last February to pave way for the opposition 
integration. 


Since then, he has that he will not seek a National 
Assembly seat, just devoting himself to the projected 
opposition reform and the nuturing of junior politicians. 


Rep. Kim Su-han, spokesman for the seven-member 
screening committee, told reporters after the meeting, 
“It will be inevitable for the former party president to 
run for the National Assembly to encourage other can- 
didates and to foil the ruling camp’s attempt to extend 
the military rule through the forthcoming general elec- 
tions.” 


The RDP committee initially reviewed 497 parliamen- 
tary hopefuls for party nomination. 


Government, DJP Set 26 April Election Day 
SK240125 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
24 Mar 88 p2 


[Text] Parliamentary elections will be held on April 26, 
two days before the Constitution-provided deadline, it 
was decided in consultation by the ruling Democratic 
Justice Party and the administration yesterday. 


The election day will be formally set in a Cabinet 
meeting next Thursday, DJP secretary general Sim 
Myong-po said. 


April 26 is a Tuesday, just as the presidential election 
day of Dec. 16 was, which fact the ruling camp believes 
will draw more voters to polling stations, they being less 
inclined to have other plans than on any other day of the 
week. 


The consultation meeting was attended from the DJP 
side by Sim, deputy secretary general Yu Hung-su, and 
Choe Chang-yun, planning-coordination director. 


On hand from the administration were Home Minister 
Yi Sang-hui, Government Administration Minister Kim 
Yong-kap and Rep. Yi Chin, chief secretary to the prime 
minister. 
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The election day will be put on public notice on April 8, 
from which date 18 days of official campaigning will get 
going across the country. 


Electioneering will be more hectic this time than in the 
past as only one representative will be elected from each 
of 224 districts under the small constituency system, 
ievived after 16 years. 


The DJP yesterday organized an election committee and 
a campaign headquarters which will direct the overall 
campaign and work out detailed strategies for candi- 
dates. 


The election committee will be headed by chairman 
Chae Mun-sik. 


Sim will lead the headquarters, a substantial campaign- 
ing machine, along with two deputy secretaries Yu and 
Cho Kyong-mok as its vice directors. 


Sim said that the provincial setups would begin activities 
with the notification of the election day because preelec- 
tioneering is legally banned. 


Election Committee To Set Spending Limit 
SK240153 Seoul YONHAP in English 0144 GMT 24 
Mar 88 


[Text] Seoul, March 24 (YONHAP)—The Central Elec- 
tion Management Committee (CEMC) plans to 
announce the date of the 13th National Assembly elec- 
tions on April 8 and receive applications from candi- 
dates between April 8-13 since April 26 has been virtu- 
ally selected as the date for the general elections. 


The ruling Democratic Justice Party and the government 
Wednesday decided to hold the elections in the 224 
electoral districts on April 26. 


According to the CEMC’s schedules, joint campaigning 
by candidates in each of the electoral districts will begin 
on April 14. 


The election committee also plans to announce the 
maximum limit on campaign expenses for each candi- 
date. The limit will be around 70 million won (about 
93,300 U.S. dollars one U.S. dollar is worth about 750 
won). 


The CEMC will compile lists of voters by April 13 and 
offer the public an opportunity to check them before 
finalizing the lists by April 22. 


Polling books of absentee voters will be completed by 
April 14 and absentee voting will be conducted via mail. 
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‘Dissident’ Lawyers Set To Join RDP 
SK220237 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
22 Mar 88 p 2 


[Text] Several dissident lawyers including Kang Sin-ok 
will enter the opposition Reunification Democratic 
Party today to run for the April parliamentary elections, 
it was reported yesterday. 


The new entrants allo include two professors, Hyon 
Song-il of Kungmin University and No Song-u from 
Hanguk University of Foreign Siudies, and Yi Sin-pom, 
human rigits activist. 


The other lawyers are No Mu-hyon, Yo Tong-yong, Yi 
Ki-mun and Kim Kwang-il. 


The RDP announcement of the entry of the dissident 
lawyers and professors came immediately after the RDP 
declared a final end to the negotiations for a merger with 
its rival Party for Peace and Democracy and the nascent 
‘“*Hangyore’’ Democratic Party yesterday. 


Lawyer Kang is learned to be going to run in the Mapo B 
district of Seoul. 


The dissident lawyer was acquitted two weeks ago of the 
charge of defaming a court with remarks he made while 
defending political offenders 14 years ago. 


The RDP has sought the entry of noted dissident figures 
with fresh images to have them run in the districts of 
Seoul in the forthcoming elections. 


Former PPD Vice President Announces Retirement 
SK230155 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
?? Mar 88 p 2 


[Text] Rep. Yi Chung-chae, former vice president of the 
opposition Party for Peace and Democracy [PPD], yes- 
terday announced he was retiring from active political 
life, “taking responsibility for the failure in the efforts for 
opposition integration.” 


Saying that he would not run in the April parliamentary 
elections, he withdrew his application for party nomina- 
tion for candidacy in the Socho B district of Seoul. 


The five-term lawmaker, once top protege of Kim Tae- 
chung, resigned as a member of the Party Affairs Com- 
mittee and as chairman of the Kangnam chapter, but will 
retain his PPD membership. 


Rep. Yi told the press, “I have devoted myself to the 
realization of the opposition integration but failed in the 
end. I think I must take responsibility for that.” 


The former vice PPD president has led other senior PPD 
members in promoting the merger with the Reunifica- 
tion Democratic Party and the nascent ““Hangyore” 
Democratic Party. 
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But the rival RDP and the PPD separately declared an 
end to the integration efforts Monday following fruitless 
negotiations over the weekend. 


Five To Run as Independents, Not With RDP 
SK240119 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
24 Mar 88 p 2 


[Text] Five lawmakers who were once expected to join 
the opposition Reunification Democratic Party 
announced in a joint statement yesterday that they will 
run for the April parliamentary elections in Seoul as 
independent. 


They are Reps. Pak Chan-chong, Hong Sa-tok, Yi Chol, 
Chang Ki-uk and Ho Kyong-ku. 


All but Rep. Yi Chol deserted their electoral districts to 
run in the Seoul districts. 


Upon hearing the news, a senior RDP member 
denounced them as “opportunists.” 


The RDP had agreed with four of them (excluding Hong 
Sa-tok) on their entry into the RDP, to give them party 
nominations in return. 


Reps. Yi Chol and Chang Ki-uk had already submitted 
letters of application for entry into the RDP through 
their colleague Rep. Kim Chong-kil Tuesday. 


An RDP secretariat official showed reporters the letters 
of application signed by the two lawmakers. 


RDP spokesman Kim Tae-yong commented, “I don’t 
feel like commenting on the opportunistic behavior of 
those young lawmakers.” 


Rep. Pak Chan-chong elected from Pusan will run in the 
Socho A district, Reps. Chang Ki-uk and Hong Sa-tok 
Kangnam A and Kangnam B districts, respectively, 
while Rep. Yi Chol seeks to be reelected in the Songbuk 
A district. 


Contests between the maverick lawmakers and their 
ruling and opposition rivals are expected to be particu- 
larly fierce in the Kangnam and Socho districts as the 
RDP is certain to put up “big caliber” candidates for 
those districts. 


Interpol’s Help in Saemaul Case Sought 
SK220815 Seoul YONHAP in English 0801 GMT 
22 Mar 88 


[Text] Seoul, March 22 (YONHAP)—South Korea’s 
highest prosecution authority Tuesday ordered the 
younger brother of former President Chon Tu-hwan and 
25 other top officials of the scandal-ridden Saemaul 
Undong (New Community Movemeni) headquarters not 
to leave the country. 
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The prosecution has also decided to send a list contain- 
ing the name of Chon Kyong-hwan, 46, and the names of 
the 25 other Saemaul officials to the National Tax 
Administration so it can make a determination of their 
private assets. 


The prosecution, which began an all-out investigation 
Monday into the corruption scandal inv dlving tens of 
mitiions of dollars, questioned the first group of six 
officials from the rural and urban development group, 
including the chief accounting officer. 


Announcing the launch of its full probe into the scandal, 
the prosecution had saiJ it will subpoena the younger 
Chon and other related officials and arrest all those 
found to be involved. 


The prosecution also secured accounting books and 
other related documents from the headquarters and iis 
affiliates in order to look into the irregularities which 
have already been exposed in the investigations by the 
board of audit and inspection and the home affairs 
ministry. 


On Monday night, the prosecution reviewed all the 
documents entered by government agencies which had 
been involved in supporting the headquarters. 


Meanwhile, the prosecution investigators have decided 
to seek the cooperation of Interpol (International Crim- 
inal Police Organization) on the suspicion that one of the 
closest aides to the younger Chon, now staying in a Latin 
American country after fleeing South Korea last month, 
is the key figure in the scandal. 


Amid mounting attacks by the local news media on the 
scandal allegedly involving massive land speculation, 
diversion of government and other funds, and abuses of 
government influence, the younger Chon slipped out of 
the country last Friday aboard a Korean Air flight bound 
for Osaka, Japan. 


He returned home on Sunday after his brother asked 
President No Tae-u Saturday for an official probe into 
the scandal. 


The younger Chon showed up at the Saemaul headquar- 
ters on Monday for a brief news conference and said he 
will assume all responsibility for the troubled parts of his 
seven-year leadership of the headquarters. 


Apologizing for causing trouble to the people, he admit- 
ted that there were many problems while he headed the 
movement. 


The younger Chon was installed as the leader of the 
Saemaul movement in 1981 after his brother became 
Korea’s president and converted the Saemaul organiza- 
tion into a private movement. The movement was set up 
in 1970 by then President Pak Chong-hui to improve 
rural and urban living standards. 
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In the first stage, the movement worl.ed closely with 
government agencies as a semi-public organization. 


The younger Chon worked as a presidential secret ser- 
vice agent for seven years before becoming head of the 
movement. He resigned his position as leader of the 
Saemaul headquarters last year. 


Former President Chon, who stepped down on Feb. 25 
and was succeeded by No Tae-u, embarked on a three- 
week private visit to the United States on Tuesday as 
scheduled. 


Implications of ‘Scandal’ Viewed 
SK230755 Seoul YONHAP in English 0735 GMT 
23 Mar 88 


[by Kim Chang-hoe] 


[Text] Seoul, March 23 (YONHAP)—A traditional four- 
cut comic strip of an influential Seoul newspaper pub- 
lished on Tuesday depicted a husband and wife watching 
a boxing match on TV. 


Puzzled by one fighter who continued to punch his 
opponent only on the body, the wife asked her husband 
why the boxer did not attempt to land a blow to his 
opponent’s head. 


The answer: of course, his target is the jaw. It’s all in his 
strategy. 


Amid mounting attacks by the local news media on the 
corruption scandal involving the younger brother of 
former president Chon Tu-hwan, the prosecution began 
a formal probe into the scandal on Monday with a pledge 
to arrest all those found involved, including the younger 
Chon. 


Political observers here say the prosecution move, which 
came after a month-long press campaign widely believed 
as based on leaked information from the board of audit 
and inspection, signaled the firm determination of Pres- 
ident No Tae-u to distance himself from his predecessor. 


No helped former President Chon rise to power with 
military backing in 1980, but pledged during his presi- 
dential election campaign last year to institute demo- 
cratic reforms and depart from the authoritarian legacy 
of Chon’s seven-year rule. 


Observers say that No, boosted by his relatively higher 
profile than that of his predecessor in both moral and 
political legitimacy he earned by winning the nation’s 
first popular direct presidential election in 16 years last 
December, hopes to cement his own political footing by 
punishing the younger Chon, the most outstanding sym- 
bol of corruption during the presidency of Chon Tu- 
hwan. 
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Local press reports have accused Chon Kyong-hwan, 46, 
of being involved in massive abuses, embezzlements and 
misappropriations during his seven-year leadership of 
the Saemaul Undong (New Community Movement) 
Headquarters while his brother was in office as presi- 
dent. 


The charges include massive land speculation, misappro- 
priation of the donated funds, diversion of various 
government and private funds, abuses of the government 
influence to meddle in businesses and other interests. 


The press reports estimated the corruption scandal 
involved tens of millions of dollars. 


The Saemaul Movement, initiated in the early 1970s by 
then President Pak Chong-hui as a rural development 
Campaign, was expanded later to urban areas. The gov- 
ernment-backed movement turned private after Chon 
Tu-hwan took power, and the younger Chon was 
installed as its leader. 


Last Friday, the younger Chon slipped out of the country 
aboard a Korean Air flight bound for Osaka, Japan. He 
returned to Korea two days later after his embarrassed 
brother asked President No for an official probe into the 
scandal. 


Sources close to No and his confidants say, however, that 
the crackdown on the younger Chon, seemingly 
prompted by the wave of news media attacks, was an 
action prepared since two years ago when No was 
chairman of the ruling Democratic Justice Party. 


In 1986, No asked then President Chon to control the 
younger Chon but No’s request was rejected, according 
to the sources. 


The sources said the ruling party also asked No for action 
against the younger Chon, including measures to block 
his possible escape from the country, during the presi- 
dential campaign last year. 


No kept silence to this request, but indicated that proper 
action would be taken by repeatedly assuring in his 
campaign speeches that there would be no exceptions, 
even for former and incumbent presidents, in his crack- 
down on corruption. 


Now that the younger Chon faces possible judicial 
action, observers say it is almost certain that the Chon 
loyalists still remaining in No’s government and the 
ruling party will experience a considerable setback. 


They point out a series of political maneuvers observed 
in the ruling circle while No was waiting for the inaugu- 
ration after his election had touched off a speculation 
that a power game was underway between No and Chon. 
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Many of the ruling party members had expressed dismay 
with a reshuffle of major government and military posts 
conducted by Chon at the end of last year labeling the 
action as Chon’s effort to prepare for his political career 
after retirement. 


Close aides to No had complained that a common sense 
judgment would call for the outgoing president to leave 
such a reshuffle up to his successor. 


In addition, the revision of a government law to beef up 
the advisory council of elder statesmen even raised fears 
of a shadow government controlled by Chon as chairman 
of the council. 


The revision came under severe public criticism as it 
called for an unprecedented strengthening of Chon’s role 
as a former president. 


The dominant observation inside the ruling party has it 
that the official investigation into the scandal involving 
the younger Chon will not only lead to the collapse of 
such political schemes but also erase the political foot- 
holds held by Chon and his men. 


Many of the ruling party officials are cautiously pointing 
out that although the government of former President 
Chon did not encourage the younger Chon’s abuses of 
power, at the very least it will be unable to avoid moral 
responsibility. 


They do not entirely rule out the observation by THE 
WASHINGTON POST which said in a recent Seoul- 
datelined story that the disclosure of the younger Chon’s 
scandal was an effort to clip the political wings of 
ex-president Chon Tu-hwan without atiacking him 
directly. 


USSR Wants To Send 800 Olympic ‘Delegates’ 
SK240053 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
24 Mar 88 p I1 


[Text] The Soviet Union wants to send about 800 
delegates, more than previously expected, to this fall’s 
Seoul Olympics, the Seoul Olympic Organizing Commit- 
tee (SLOOC) said yesterday. 


Officials said that the Soviet Union has recently asked 
SLOOC that it be provided housing space for about 800 
competitors and officials at the Seoul Olympic Athletes’ 
Village. 


SLOOC had estimated the Soviet Union would dispatch 
500 to 700 officials and competitors to the Seoul Games, 
the officials said. 


They also said that the Soviet Union asked SLOOC that 
its delegates be housed, if possible, at the outer areas of 
the Athletes’ Vilbage. 
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“They also questioned us if it is possible for them to take 
into the Athletes’ Village their own cooks for the Olym- 
pic delegates and whether they can acquire in Korea food 
provisions to the taste of Soviets,” an official said. 


Meanwhile, other SLOOC officials also said that the 
Soviet Union and China, which hitherto have shown 
little interest in the tickets for the opening and closing 
ceremonies of the Seoul Games, have told them they 
want to market those tickets in their own countries. 


In accordance with the requests, the officials said, 
SLOOC has named Intourist, a state-run tourism agency 
of the Soviet Union, and the Chinese Olympic Commit- 
tee as their local marketing agents for the Seoul Olympic 
tickets. 


With the inclusion of the Soviet Urion and China, the 
number of foreign countries selling Olympic tickets 
increased to 81, the officials said. 


PRAVDA Editor Cited on Ties, Olympics 
SK230313 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
23 Mar 88 p 2 


[Text] Tokyo (YONHAP)—The editor-in-chief of the 
Soviet party official newspaper PRAVDA has said that 
the Soviet Union hopes for a reunification of south and 
north Korea based on peace and democracy and that the 
Situation, on the whole, is proceeding in a desirable 
direction on the Korea Peninsula. 


Victor Afanasyev, who was in Tokyo to attend a confer- 
ence of the Soviet and Japan Communist parties, told 
the ASAHI SHIMBUN daily in an exclusive interview 
published Monday that the Seoul Olympics would be 
greatly helpful in settling the issue. 


Referring to north Korea as a Socialist country close to 
the Soviet Union, the top Soviet journalist stressed that 
even if ties improve between Seoul and Moscow, the 
Soviets should not disadvantage Pyongyang. 


U.S. Intellectual Property Rights Talks Set 
SK230132 Seoul YONHAP in English 
0125 GMT 23 Mar 88 


[Text] Seoul, March 23 (YONHAP)}—-A working-level 
meeting of South Korean and U.S. officials will be held 
here in early May this year to discuss the protection of 
intellectual property rights between the two countries, 
officials said Wednesday. 


It will mark the second such meeting this year, following 
a session held in Washington on Feb. 24-25. 


Officials said the main issue at the May meeting will be 
the future protection of intellectual property rights for 
items which have not yet been put on the market. 
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Seoul agreed with Washington to adopt an administra- 
tive guidance measure in order to protect the intellectual 
property rights of items for which material patents were 
obtained in the United States between Jan. 1, 1980, and 
June 30, 1987, but have not vet been produced on a 
commercial basis. 


During the May meeting, the two sides are also expected 
to set limits on the items. the U.S. side has insisted that 
914 items be covered by the agreement while Seoul has 
maintained that of the 914 items, composites, including 
the materials developed before 1980, should be exclud- 
ed. 


Pyongyang Visit by China’s Li Peng Examined 
SK190955 Seoul CHOSON ILBO in Korean 
17 Mar 88 p 2 


{Article by Pak Sung-chun, Hong Kong correspondent: 
“Why is Premier Li Peng Going to North Korea”’] 


[Text] It seems that Communist China has decided to 
mend its relations with North Korea which have become 
uncomfortable so far. 


REUTER’s 15 March report from Beijing that “Acting 
Premier Li Peng will visit Pyongyang in April” clearly 
shows this trend. 


This news agency, quoting Asian and Western diplomats 
in Beijing, reported that “Communist China’s high- 
ranking delegation led by Li Peng will visit Pyongyang 
with the emergency duty of ‘mending the fence’ next 
month, after the 7th National People’s Congress, which 
will start on 25 March, is over.” 


This report immediately brought about a sensitive reac- 
tion on 16 March in Hong Kong, which is the distribu- 
tion center for information on Communist China. 


However, the neutral MING PAO and the Hong Kong 
Administrative Office-leaning SOUTH CHINA MORN- 
ING POST, which reflects European points of view, 
respectively reported with big headlines that Li Peng will 
visit North Korea “to improve the aggravated relations 
between Communist China and North Korea” and “to 
recapture North Korea’s love.” The newspapers also 
reported that it is noteworthy that Li Peng chose North 
Korea as the first country that he will officially visit after 
he formally takes office as premier after the National 
People’s Congress. 


David Chen, an expert in Hong Kong on China and 
Korean peninsula affairs, analyzes that “this is the first 
logical act in view of Chinese-North Korean relations 
and is a move that is truly necessary for Communist 
China.” 


As REUTER reported, the facts that Communist China 
has recently expanded its trade with South Korea, that 
Communist China has decided to participate in the 
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Seoul Olympics, and that China has not defended North 
Korea since the Korean Air flight 858 explosion incident 
show that relations between Beijing and Pyongyang have 
become difficult. 


Moreover, Japanese media reported with big headlines 
that Vice Premier Tian Jiyun said to a Japanese delega- 
tion to the China-Japan Trade Promotion meeting that 
“trade with Korea will develop into direct trade in the 
near future.” It is said that as a result, the Communist 
Chinese side has no choice but to explain some things to 
Pyongyang. 


In connection with this, Communist Chinese sources in 
Hong Kong said that one must note the fact that that 
even before Tian Jiyun’s remarks, the Beijing authorities 
had been working on something with regard to North 
Korea. 


These sources are of the opinion that the recent contin- 
uous secret meetings among high-ranking officials in 
charge of the Korean peninsula of the Department of 
Asian Affairs of Communist China’s Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, meetings shut off from contacts with the outside, 
concluded that “Li Peng will visit Pyongyang.” 


Also these sources indicated that while Communist 
China was working on this, another sign appeared that it 
was worried about its relations with North Korea. 


That is: Earlier this month, when it was revealed that 
Indonesia would establish a trade representative office in 
Beijing for the first time since it severed diplomatic ties 
with Communist China in 1967, Communist China’s 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs announced in an unexpected 
and sudden manner that “this does not necessarily apply 
to South Korea.” 


That is to say, Communist China, conscious of North 
Korea, revealed its position on South Korea at an 
unexpected and sudden opportunity. 


To sum up the view of these sources, it means that 
Communist China has been making preparations to 
appease North Korea for some time. 


They say that it seems that under circumstances in which 
Soviet reconnaissance planes are freely scouting sensi- 
tive Communist Chinese military bases in the West Sea 
and the Gulf of Bohai, after passing through North 
Korean airspace, Communist China could not ignore 
North Korea, which is opening its doors to the Soviet 
Union, any more. 


However, Communist China watchers in Hong Kong are 
of the opinion that it does not seem that Li Peng’s 
planned visit to Pyongyang will greatly restore Commu- 
nist China’s relations with North Korea or that it will 
cool its relations with South Korea. 
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David Chen says, too, “Not only North Korea but also 
South Korea is important to Communist China.” and 
“The Chinese economy has already been so structured 
that South Korea is necessary to it.” 


It seems that if Li Peng visits Pyongyang this time, 11 will 
“lower a little bit’ a wall that has continuously grown 
higher. 


Assessed in Terms of Possible Ties 
SK220305 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
22 Mar 88 p 2 


[Text] Hong Kong (YONHAP)—China’s Acting Premier 
Li Peng’s scheduled visit to North Korea in April repre- 
sents an apparent rejection of President No Tae-u’s 
initiative for official relations between Seou! and Beij- 
ing, under the judgment that their establishment is 
premature, the SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST said 
Sunday. 


The daily, based in this island country, said that the 
choice of North Korea instead of the Soviet Union or 
United States for Li’s first visit after his formal election 
as premier, expected in March, was based on the assess- 
ment that stability in Northeast Asia is crucial, especially 
normal relations with North Korea, to Beijing’s current 
open-door and reform policies. 


China takes seriously the need to appease and win over 
North Korea, with which it has had uncomfortable 
relations for the past 10 years, with gifts and the mani- 
festation of support when Li visits Pyongyang at the head 
of a high-powered delegation, according to the analysis. 


For the present, therefore, China believes official ties 
with Seoul are premature, the POST said. 


New West Coast Port City To Aid China Trade 
SK230842 Seoul YONHAP in English 0836 GMT 
23 Mar 88 


[Text] Seoul, March 23 (YONHAP)}—In an effort to 
prepare for direct trade with China, the South Korean 
government plans to carry out a comprehensive west 
coast development program, Construction Minister 
Choe Tong-sop said Wednesday. 


The program includes the construction of a new port 
city, three industrial complexes and an expressway along 
the nation’s west coast. 


In an annual report to President No Tae-u, Choe said 
that the ministry will start construction of the new port 
city in the Bay of Asan, some 65 kilometers southwest of 
Seoul, next year. 
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In order to effectively implement the west coast devel- 
opment program, the government will organize a special 
committee headed by the prime minister and a working- 
level planning body which will map out various devel- 
opment plans and draw up an estimate. 


The construction of three industrial complexes in the 
nation’s southwest coastal region will also be started next 
year, the construction minister said. 


Gold Star Seeking Greater China Trade 
SK221114 Seoul YONHAP in English 1108 GMT 
22 Mar 88 


[Text] Seoul, March 22 (YONHAP)—Reflecting the gov- 
ernment’s policy of encouraging direct trade with China, 
South Korea’s Gold Star Industrial System Co. is step- 
ping up efforts to expand its trade volume with the 
communist country, a company official said Tuesday. 


Gold Star seeks to trade directly with China by develop- 
ing strategic export items, by taking part in various 
exhibitions to be held in China and by strengthening 
publicity activities. 


The official said that his company has drawn up a plan to 
participate in the multinational instrumentation conven- 
tion and exhibition to be held in Beijing from May 
18-24. 


By fostering such strategic export items as elevators and 
escalators, the Korean company plans to export some 1.6 
million U.S. dollars worth of its products to China, up 
about 400 percent from last year. 


In line with the plan, Gold Star has already set up a 
branch in Hong Kong, while conducting a market survey 
and investigating commercial viability. 


Meanwhile, Gold Star Instrument Electric Co., a sister 
company of Gold Star Industrial System Co., is consid- 
ering exporting its products to China through a locally 
incorporated firm in Thailand. 


Greater Beef Imports Termed ‘Inevitable’ 
SK231229 Seoul YONHAP in English 1213 GMT 
23 Mar 88 


[Text] Seoul, March 23 (YONHAP)—Rising domestic 
beef prices caused by a decline in the number of cattle 
makes it inevitable for South Korea to widen its market 
for beef imports, the government said Tuesday. 


In a report to President No Tae-u by the Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries Ministry, the number of cattle in 
the nation fell from 2.94 million head in 1985 to 2.39 
million last year, while the number of conceptive oxen 
over two years old also slipped from 1.28 million to 1.05 
million. 
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As the beef supply lags behind growing demand, the 
government will have to purchase beef from other coun- 
tries in the near future to fill the gap, Minister Yun 
Kun-hwan said to the president. 


The import timing, however, will be determined only 
after careful study to minimize the effect on domestic 
cattle raisers, Yun added. 


Japanese ‘Expert’ Views Indirect USSR Trade 
SK230537 Seoul YONHAP in English 0456 GMT 
23 Mar 88 


[Text] Seoul, March 23 (YONHAP)}—A visiting Japa- 
nese expert on Soviet affairs said Tuesday that South 
Korean private business firms would be able to accom- 
plish more in trading with the Soviet Union by activat- 
ing their overseas-based subsidiaries rather than by seck- 
ing direct economic exchanges. 


Tatao Morimoto, president of Japan’s Toray Business 
Administration Research Institute, pointed out that the 
Soviet Union prefers indirect trade guaranteed by third 
parties when it comes to trade with South Korea. South 
Korea does not have diplomatic relations with the Soviet 
Union. 


Morimoto’s remarks came while delivering a special 
lecture on the prospect of trade and economic coopera- 
tion with the Soviet Union at the conference room of the 
Korea Chamber of Commerce and Industry. 


The Japanese watcher of Soviet affairs observed that 
South Korean businesses could seek the good offices of 
U.S.- or Japan-based local corporations affiliated with 
South Korean general trading companies in their effort 
to promote economic exchanges with the communist 
country. 


Morimoto said South Korean enterprises could find a 
way to participate in Siberia’s development project 
through such an indirect approach. He said, however, 
that participation in the project would not be profitable 
under the present circumstances when international oil 
prices continue to decline. 


Morimoto, however, emphasized that South Korea’s 
skilled workers would be welcomed by the Soviet Union 
whose labor productivity has remained relatively low. 


He cited ship repair and shipbuilding, iron and steel and 
automobiles as promising sectors where South Korean 
businesses could seek active economic exchanges with 
the Soviet Union. 


South Korea, Morimoto added, will be able to cement 
the basis of economic cooperation with the Soviet Union 
by promoting counter trade, in which South Korea’s 
consumer products are bartered with such Soviet raw 
materials as coal, timber and aluminum during the 
coming four to five years. 
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He observed. however, that the Soviet Union would not 
promote its trade with South Korea beyond the level 
North Korea can tolerate. 


Fur Company To Establish Joint USSR Venture 
SK190051 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
19 Mar 88 p 6 


[Text] Jindo Industries, the nation’s largest exporter of 
fur garments, will set up a joint venture in the Soviet 
Union for the processing and production of fur gar- 
ments, it was learned yesterday. 


Jindo will be the first Korean business concern to 
establish a joint venture in the Soviet Union with which 
Korea has no diplomatic relations as it does with all 
other Communist countries. 


Business sources said that Jindo agreed with the Soviet 
Union to set up a joint venture in the Communist 
super-power for the processing and production of fur 
garments. 


They disclosed that Jindo President Kim Yong-chin 
signed an agreement for the establishment of the joint 
venture with Soviet authorities when he visited Moscow 
last month. 


The Korean company wil! transfer its technology of 
processing furs while the Soviet Union will provide it 
with mink and fox furs. 


It was reported that the first production line of ohe joint 
venture whose 51 percent stake will be possessed by the 
Soviet Union, will go into operation within this year with 
an annual production capacity of $20 million worth of 
fur garments. 


Jindo was learned to be planning to soon dispatch a 
working-level mission to the Soviet Union to discuss 
details such as location, annual production of fur gar- 
ments and transfer of its technology. 


Business sources said that the Soviet side presidency of 
the joint venture would be devolved on a high ranking 
Soviet official who once headed the Soviet trade office in 
the United Kingdom. 


However, sources at Jindo refused to comment on the 
establishment of the joint venture in the Soviet Union. 


Instead, they only said that their president visited Lenin- 
grad last month in order to participate in an auction of 
fur garments. 


Meanwhile, it was learned that Jindo is negotiating with 
Soviet authorities for the opening of a duty free fur 
garment shop in Moscow Airport. 
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Jindo Industries, a world famous Korean exporter and 
manufacturer of fur garments, shipped some | 80 billion 
worth of various fur garments last year. 


Besides the establishment of the joint venture in the 
Soviet Union, Jindo reportedly plans to open a large- 
scale exhibition hall for its fur pyoducts in the capital 
city of Budapest, Hungary and to advance into other 
Communist countries, thereby drawing keen concern 
from local business circles. 


Japan Increases Imports of Electric Appliances 
SK230529 Seoul YONHAP in English 0451 GMT 
23 Mar 88 


[Text] Seoul, March 23 (YONHAP)—Japanese elec- 
tronic home appliance makers have recently been 
increasingly turning to South Korean manufacturers as 
the Japanese firms are seeking to secure a stable supply, 
business sources said Wednesday. 


Toshiba Corp. and Hitachi Co. and other Japanese firms 
have recently experienced low profitability in their pro- 
duction of color televisions, videotape recorders, micro- 
wave ovens and audio products stemming from the 
continuing appreciation of the Japanese yen against the 
U.S. dollar and their focus on production of more 
high-tech goods. 


Meanwhile, Korean electronic companies including 
Samsung Electronics Co., Daewoo Electronics Co. and 
Goldstar Co. plan to increase their exports to Japan and 
to introduce Japan’s high technology by exporting appli- 
ances on the original equipment manufacturing (OEM) 
method, allowing exporters to attach foreign brands to 
the products, or utilizing joint production, according to 
the sources. 


Toshiba signed a contract in March with Samsung Elec- 
tronic Co. and Samsung Electro-Mechanics Co. for the 
establishment of a joint factory worth 4 billion won 
(about 5.33 million dollars) to produce videotape record- 
ers and parts here. Toshiba will provide molds and other 
related technology. 


It has been learned that Toshiba is studying the feasibil- 
ity of expanding imports from Daewoo. The Korean 
company has supplied 25 million dollars worth of prod- 
ucts to Toshiba annually since 1986 under the OEM 
method. 


Hitachi decided in February to import 50 million dollars 
worth of home appliances annually from Goldstar using 
the OEM method. It has also been learned that the 
Japanese company is considering the establishment of a 
joint factory with Goldstar for the production of video- 
tape recorders. 
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Fishing, Maritime Talks Scheduled With Japan 
SK230549 Seoul YONHAP in English 0507 GMT 
23 Mar 88 


[Text] Seoul, March 23 (YONHAP)}—South Korean and 
Japanese officials will discuss fisheries issues pending 
between the two countries, including the conclusion of 
an agreement on maritime rescue and emergency refu- 
gees, in Tokyo from March 28-30, the Foreign Ministry 
announced Wednesday. 


During the 22nd joint Korea-Japan Fisheries Committee 
meeting, the two sides will exchange views on such issues 
as the Korea-Japan fisheries agreement, a joint survey of 
fisheries resources and ways to deal with marine acci- 
dents between fishing vessels of the two countries. 


Yi Chong-hui, deputy administrator of the South Korean 
Fisheries Administration, will lead the Korean delega- 
tion while Kunio Kimura, deputy director-general of 
Japan's fishery agency, will head the Japanese delega- 
tior. 


Prior to the main session, the committee will hold a 
meeting of experts on fisheries resources on March 24-26 
in Nagasaki, Japan. 


Hungary Set To Open Seoul Trade Office 
SK231325 Seoul YONHAP in English 1248 GMT 
23 Mar 88 


[Text] Seoul, March 23 (YONHAP)}—Hungary will for- 
mally open its trade office in Seoul on Thursday to seek 
improved direct trade relations with South Korea, 
despite the absence of diplomatic relations, the Foreign 
Ministry here said on Wednesday. 


Sandro Csanyi, director of the Hungarian Chamber of 
Commerce, will arrive in Seoul Thursday afternoon to 
head his nation’s trade mission here, a ministry official 
said. 


Csanyi, who visited Seoul in January this year for 
arranging the opening of the trade office, will be accom- 
panied by his wife and three children, according to the 
official. 


Last August, Hungary and South Korea agreed to open 
trade offices in the other's capital before the state-run 
Korea Trade Promotion Corp. (Kotra) set up a trade 
center in the Hungarian capital of Budapest on Dec. 15. 


The agreement marked South Korea’s first direct links 
with any of the communist-bloc nations, with which 
Seoul has no diplomatic relations. At present, two South 
Koreans reside in Budapest working for Kotra’s trade 
center. 


A Hungarian trade mission is also scheduled to visit 
Seoul in May to promote commercial relations between 
the two countries. 
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Trade Minister Calls for Stronger GATT 
SK220255 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
22 Mar 88 p 6 


[Text] Trade-Industry Minister An Pyong-hwa has called 
for the strenthening of the role of the General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade [GATT] to efficiently cope with 
new trading conditions in the world. 


He conveyed the position of the Korean government 
during an international meeting of trade ministers which 
was held in Constance, West Germany, on March i 8-20. 


The meeting was attended by the trade representatives of 
15 advanced countries and 13 developing countries 
including Korea, Hungary, Thailand and the Philip- 
pines. 


Among the trade representatives of the 15 advanced 
countries who took part in the meeting were U.S. Trade 
Representative Clayton Yeutter, Japan's International 
Trade Minister Damura, European Community's Exec- 
utive de Clerg, Australia’s Trade Minister Duffy and 
France’s Minister for External Trade Relations Noire. 


The meeting was held to discuss ways of promoting free 
trade in the world and staving off the growing protec- 
tionism in advanced countries and the progress of the 
Uruguay Round. 


The Uruguay Round, which was initiated in 1986, calls 
for the inclusion of the service industry in the hitherto 
merchandise trade. 


The participants in the meeting dealt with the strenthen- 
ing of the GATT’S role, steps on emergent import 
restrictions, the liberalization of trade in agricultural 
products and service and the protection of intellectual 
properties rights. 


Minister An particular asked the participants to do away 
with taking steps on emergent import restrictions on a 
selective basis. 


He also called upon advanced countries to keep in mind 
situations of developing countries in negotiations for 
free trade of agricultural products and argued that the 
issue should be settled on a gradual basis. 


In addition, he demanded that negotiations for free trade 
of service should include nursing, construction and 
labor. 


Returns From Conference 
SK230319 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
23 Mar 88 p 6 


[Text] Minister of Trade and Industry An Pyong-wha 
returned home yesterday after attending a 28-nation 
trade ministers’ meeting, held in Konstanz, West Ger- 
many March 18-20. 
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Pavement of farm roads will be accelerated and about 
38.2 percent of the nation’s total paddy fields will be 
realigned in preparation for mechanization, he said. 


The minister also reported that tlie government will 
purchase cattle without limit to protect farming house- 
hoids if cattle prices decline fast due to the import of 
foreign beef. 


The ministry will extend 200 billion won in soft loans to 
farmers this year to help them purchase farmland, and 
will increase the loans to | trillion won by 1992, Yun 
said. 


More emphasis will be placed on development of poten- 
tial food resources, he said. 


The 7uinistry will do its best to materialize the eighth 
year of bumper rice harvests this year, he said. 


Falling Dollar Breaks 750-Won Rate 
S$K240315 Seoul YONHAP in English 
0309 GMT 24 Mar 88 


[Text] Seoul, March 24 (YONHAP)}—The U.S. dollar 
continues to drop at a rapid pace against the Korean won 
currency, breaking the 750 won-level Thursday 16 days 
after it plummeted below 760 won on March 8. 


The dollar plunged 0.90 won Thursday to 749.90 won on 
the basis of the standard concentration rate, the Bank of 
Korea reported. 


As of Thursday, the dollar has declined 42.40 won or 
5.35 percent since the end of last year while the won has 
appreciated 5.65 percent against the greenback. The won 
has appreciated 24.55 percent against the dollar from a 
year earlier. 


If the current rapid pace of the won’s appreciation 
continues, the dollar could fall to 639.13 won at the end 
of this year. 


Exchange rate experts forecast that the current pace of 
the won’s appreciation will slow down in the second half 
of this year. 


Telecommunications Network Set for Upgrading 
SK230231 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
23 Mar 88 p 3 


[Text] Public telephone users in Korea will be able to 
make collect calls long-distance and overseas beginning 
September. 
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Also within this year, car phone services will be available 
in Pusan, Taegu, Kwangju and Taejon, while the paging 
service will be expanded to Chunchon and Cheju areas. 


These are part of a number of projects the Communica- 
tions Ministry will promote this year, as reported to 
President No Tae-u by Communications Minister O 
Myong at Chongwadae yesterday. 


In the reports of his ministry’s policy programs for this 
year, O also said a total of 1.16 million electronic-type 
telephone lines will be installed this year. 


The ministry plans to replace all mechanical-type tele- 
phone lines with the electronic-type ones by 1996, O 
said. 


He said the change is a prerequisite step for the construc- 
tion of the advanced computerized communications 
network called “Integrated Services Digital Network 
(ISDN)” which will become a backbone of the “informa- 
tion society.” 


ISDN is a revolutionary telecommunications network in 
which telephones, computers, printers and almost every- 
thing else electronic are connected through a single 
telephone line, the minister said. 


Along with the exchange of the telephone lines, the 
ministry will modernize communications networks by 
replacing coaxial cables with the most advanced optical 
fiber cables. 


Notable in the policy reports are a telemetry system 
which the ministry plans to operate beginning 1990. 
Through the system, computers at the central telemetry 
center will measure through telephone lines the volume 
of tapped water, gas and electricity each household uses 
monthly. 


O also reported that his ministry will implement next 
year the TV Character Multiplex Broadcasting System 
which will provide TV watchers with information on 
weather, commodity prices, stock market, etc. 


To advance the information society, his ministry will 
actively promote distribution of 10 million computer 
terminals by the early 2000s, O reported to President 
No. 


The widespread distribution of computer terminals, 
needed for up-to-date computerized data communica- 
tions, will be pushed ahead step by step over the next 20 
years, he said. 
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Burma 


Karen Leader Warns of Possible Split in NDF 
BK250211 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
25 Mar 88 pp I, 3 


[By Michael Adler] 


[Text] Karen National Union [KNU] leader Bo Mya 
warned of a possible split in the anti-Rangoon National 
Democratic Front (NDF) and defended a December 
meeting with opium warlord Khun Sa, saying it was an 
attempt to rally his 2,000-man Shan army to the coali- 
tion. 


Bo Mya made the comments recently to AGENCE 
FRANCE-PRESSE at his isolated hill camp of Maner- 
plaw in Burma on the Moei River which marks the 
Thai-Burmese border. 


The Karen chief said he had boycotted an NDF press 
conference on March !2 at Three Pagoda Pass on the 
Thai-Burmese border because Brang Seng, head of the 
Kachin Independence Army (KIA) fighting in northern 
Burma, “‘wants unilateral leadership over the NDF”. 


“If Brang Seng goes on taking the leadership role without 
consultation, then the KNU will consider withdrawing 
from the alliance,” he added. 


Bo Mya said this could cripple the NDF, which Western 
experts say fields 15,000 guerrillas against the 190,000- 
strong Burmese armed forces. 


The Karen leader said he and Brang Seng hold different 
philosophies. 


The Kachins felt that neither Rangoon nor the rebels 
could win the civil war. “Our KNU view is that we will 
win one day, though it may be long,” Bo Mya said. 


He criticised the Kachins for being too willing to nego- 
tiate with Rangoon. 


(Brang Seng told the BANGKOK POST during the 
March 12 press conference that he had asked four Asian 
embassies in Rangoon to approach the Ne Win Govern- 
ment with proposals to end the 40-year insurgency. 


During their press conference, the NDF called on 
Rangoon to seek a political settlement and a federal 
union to allow ethnic minorities greater autonomy.) 


Bo Mya also said he agreed to the December meeting 
with Khun Sa after “non-government” West Germans 
urged him to be their agent in offering the opium warlord 
money to stop drug trafficking. 
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Other NDF chieftains have said links between the anti- 
drug Bo Mya and Khun Sa hurt rebel efforts to win 
international support as they raised suspicions that the 
Karens were dealing in drugs. 


Bo Mya also said he was ready to send troops from the 
Karens’ well-trained army to help a small rebel group, 
the Wa National Army, to stop Burma from shipping 
teak logs to Thailand, an unprecedented official deal 
which threatens the rebels’ illegal teak trade. 


The KNU say they have about 12,000 soldiers but 
Western estimates say troop strength may be as low as 
2,000. 


The Burmese timber company announced last weekend 
that it would sell 30,000 tons (27,000 metric tons) of 
teakwood to Thailand. 


The logs have not yet been shipped. Thai and Burmese 
armed forces have tightened security along the border, 
320 kilometres (180 miles) north of Karen territory. 


Bo Mya said his ethnic Karen army has embarked on a 
sabotage campaign in its 40-year-old fight against the 
central government. 


But he said he “cannot say for sure” if one of his 
sabotage teams set off a bomb which killed 11 people on 
a passenger train in Rangoon on January 10. 


The comments were the closest the Karens have come to 
taking responsibility for the blast. They hac previously 
denied any possible link to the explosion. 


Rangoon blamed the bombing on the Karen ethnic 
group, who control territory in eastern Burma along the 
border with Thailand. 


Burmese troops are now pressing the Karens and other 
rebel groups hard. Bo Mya said Burmese offensives since 
1974 on Karen border trading posts had cut his group’s 
revenue from logging and taxes on smugglers by 60 per 
cent. 


The Karens’ response will be to “strike against their 
economic targets”, the former policeman said, adding 
that his goal is to avoid civilian casualties while forcing 
Ne Win to keer troops tied up at sensitive sites. 


But he said hitting railways, factories, power stations, 
bridges, roads and government buildings was difficult 
because Ne Win’s many security forces made it “not easy 
to transport needed material”’. 
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Briefs 


PRC Journalist Delegation Arrives 


Under the bilateral cultural exchange program, a six- 
member journalist delegation from the PRC headed by 
Mr (He Lanxi), vice president of the Hunan Provincial 
Journalist Association, flew in to Rangoon this after- 
noon. The delegation, which was received at Rangoon 
Airport by the responsible officials of the PRC Embassy 
and the News and Periodicals Corporation under the 
Information Ministry, visited THE WORKING PEO- 
PLE’S DAILY press in the evening. [Text] [BK23/45 
Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 1330 GMT 23 
Mar 88] 


PRC Journalists Meet Minister 


A visiting PRC journalist delegation headed by Mr (He 
Lanxi), vice president of the Hunan Provincial Journal- 
ist Association, called on U Aung Kyaw Myipo, minister 
of information and culture, in the reception hall of the 
Department of Information and Broadcasting on Prome 
Road this morning. After the meeting, the PRC delega- 
tion observed the broadcasting and television services of 
the department. In the afternoon, the visiting PRC 
delegation visited the National Museum and the motion 
picture industry. [Summary] [BK250802 Rangoon 
Domestic Service in Burmese 1330 GMT 24 Mar 88 


PRC Red Cross Delegation 


A three-member PRC Red Cross delegation headed by 
Mr Cui Yueli, president of the PRC Red Cross Society, 
which visited Burma to study the bilateral cultural 
exchange programs, left Rangoon by air at 1300 today. 
The delegation was seen off at the airport by U Kyi, 
chairman of the Burma Red Cross Society; Mr Cheng 
Ruisheng, PRC ambassador to Burma; responsible offi- 
cials; and members of the Mingaladon Township Red 
Cross Brigade. [Text] [BK231439 Rangoon Domestic 
Service in Burmese 1330 GMT 23 Mar 88} 


Brunei, Malaysia & Singapore 
Malaysia 


Year’s ‘Successes’ Against CPM Recounted 
BK250851 Kuala Lumpur International Service 
in English 0800 GMT 25 Mar 88 


[Text] The security forces have recorded successes 
against the Communist Party of Malaya [CPM], killing 
seven terrorists and capturing two of them last year. At 
the same time, four terrorists surrendered in Sarawak. 
Eighteen communist terrorist camps and 25 [words 
indistinct] were seized and destroyed, mostly in west 
Pahang. 
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Disclosing this today, the inspector general of police, 
Tan Sri Haniff Omar, said the successes were due to the 
increasing awareness of the public over the need to clean 
up their areas of terrorists and troublemakers. The 
determination of the police, Armed Forces, and govern- 
ment agencies also contributed to the success. The 
inspector general of police was delivering his message at 
the Bukit Aman Police Headquarters in Kuala Lumpur 
today in conjunction with this year’s Police Day. 


Airlines Signs Overhaul Contract With PRC 
BK250814 Kuala Lumpur BERNAMA in English 
0740 GMT 25 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] Kuala Lumpur, March 25 (OANA-BER- 
NAMA)—China offers a big market to Malaysia Airlines 
not only in overhaul and repair services but also in terms 
of future growth potential, Malaysian Airlines Engineer- 
ing Director Resham Singh said Friday. 


He said this is in view of the large fleet of aircraft owned 
by the Civil Aviation Administration of China (CAAC) 
totaling more than 450 units. 


Malaysia Airlines signed a 3-year agreement in Beijing 
on March 7 with China Aviation Supplies Corporation 
(CASC) to overhaul and repair Boeing 737s of the 
CAAC. 


The contract was signed by Malaysia Airlines Managing 
Director Abdul Aziz Abdul Rahman and CASC Presi- 
dent Lin Yuanfan. 


CAAC owns 23 Boeing 737s and a reasonably big fleet of 
B747s. It is expanding continuously. 


Resham Singh said transportation, especially air travel 
had become an absolute necessity to the Chinese as well 
as foreigners visiting China or on business trips to that 
country. 


This is especially so with the open door policy being 
practised by the Chinese Government since the late 
1970s. 


CAAC is Malaysia Airlines’ 17th customer which had 
signed up for its engineering services. Others include 
World Airways of the U.S., Merpati of Indonesia, Phil- 
ippine Airlines, Thai Airways, Royal Brunei and Air 
Lanka. [passage omitted] 


Cambodia 


Party Organ Supports Vietnam Stance on Spratly 
BK241234 Phnom Penh SPK in English 1120 GMT 
24 Mar 88 


[Text] Phnom Penh SPK March 24—All constructive 
proposals of Vietnam including the one for talks with 
China at the level of minister or deputy minister for 
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foreign affairs will blaze the way toward a just and 
reasonable solution to the dispute regarding the Truong 
Sa [Spratly] Archipelago of Vietnam. 


This was noted by the bi-weekly PRACHEACHUN 
(PEOPLE), organ of the People’s Revolutionary Party of 
Kampuchea, in its latest commentary. 


PRACHEACHUN went on: 


‘““Vietnam’s proposals are consistent with the prevailing 
trend toward peaceful coexistence and neighbourliness 
in the region and the world over, thus actively contrib- 
uting to peace and stability in the Eastern Sea and 
Southeast Asia. 


“The Kampuchean people fully support Vietnam’s good- 
will stance and demand that the Chinese authorities 
positively respond to Vietnam’s proposals and immedi- 
ately embark on dialogue with Vietnam to meet the 
ardent aspirations of the Vietnamese and Chinese peo- 
ples for peace and stability in the Eastern Sea and 
Southeast Asian region”. 


The paper called on the progresive public opinion in the 
region and across the world to support Vietnam’s good- 
will stance. 


Central Committee Greetings to Lao Counterpart 
BK241245 Phnom Penh SPK in English 1124 GMT 
24 Mar 88 


[Text] Phnom Penh SPK March 24—The Central Com- 
mittee of the People’s Revolutionary Party of Kampu- 
chea has sent 2 message oi greetings to the Central 
Committee of the Lao People’s Revolutionary Party 
(LPRP) on the occasion of the 33rd LPRP anniversary 
(March 22). 


The message reads : “Over the past 33 years, the LPRP— 
successor of the tradition of the revolutionary struggle of 
the Indochinese Communist Party—has led the Lao 
people in the struggle against French colonialism and 
U.S. imperialism, gaining resounding victories in the 
fight against perfidious plots and moves of the reaction- 
ary forces. 


“The Lao people, under the leadership of the LPRP, 
have won great and all-round achievements, particularly 
in the economic and social fields in the light of the 4th 
L.P.R.P. Congress, step by step improving the Lao 
people’s moral and material life’’. 


The message expresses the confidence that under the 
correct leadership of the LPRP, the Lao people will gain 
still greater achievements in national construction and 
defence. 
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It wishes the special ties of militant solidarity and 
comprehensive cooperation between the parties and peo- 
ples of the two countries further consolidation and 
development. 


Hun Sen Greets GDR Foreign Minister Fischer 
BK250751 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 0430 GMT 25 Mar 88 


[Text] Comrade Hun Sen, PRK _ foreign minister, 
recently sent a message of greetings to Comrade Oskar 
Fischer, GDR foreign minister. The message noted: 


I would like to extend warmest greetings and fraternal 
salutations to you on the occasion of your 65th birthday. 


I highly value your leading role in fulfilling your prole- 
tarian internationalist duties both in the land of the 
GDR and in the world for the cause of peace and 
socialism. 


I wish you good health, powerful strength, long life, and 
greater victories in your struggle to ensure lasting peace 
in the world. 


Hun Sen Receives Japanese University Delegation 
BK231222 Phnom Penh SPK in English 1135 GMT 
23 Mar 88 


[Text] Phnom Penh SPK March 23—Hun Sen, Politburo 
member of the People’s Revolutionary Party of Kampu- 
chea Central Committee and chairman of the Council of 
Ministers of the People’s Republic of Kampuchea, 
received in Phnom Penh this morning the visiting group 
of Japanese researchers led by Dr. Yoshiaki Ishizawa, 
professor of Southeast Asian history and director of the 
Institute of Asian Cultures of the Sophia University. 


Speaking on the occasion, chairman Hun Sen warmly 
welcomed the Japanese guests’ visit to Kampuchea and 
their research on the Khmer culture as an active contri- 
bution to enhancing cultural cooperation between the 
two countries. 


Hun Sen informed his guests of the legacy left behind by 
the genocidal Pol Pot regime. He said only a small 
number of cultural workers and relics survived Pol Pot’s 
extermination. 


At present, Hun Sen said, the Kampuchean culture has 
been restored and is now constantly developing. 


In reply, Dr. Yoshiaki Ishizawa, profoundly thanked the 
Kampuchean Government for having allowed him and 
his party to make a study tour of Kampuchea. He highly 
valued Kampuchea’s development in all domains, par- 
ticularly in the cultural field, over the past years. 
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He said that when back home he will do his best to call 
on the Japanese people to help in restoring and develop- 
ing the Kampuchean culture, especially the rehabilita- 
tion of the Angkor Wat temple. 


Chea Sim Receives Soviet Friendship Delegation 
BK250757 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 1300 GMT 24 Mar 88 


[Text] Comrade Chea Sim, member of the KPRP Cen- 
tral Committee and chairman of the National Assembly 
and of the KUFNCD National Council, received a 
delegation of the Soviet-Cambodian Friendship Associ- 
ation at Chamka Mon State Palace on the morning of 24 
March. The Soviet delegation was led by female Com- 
rade (Lana Ivanovna Feskova), vice chairman of the 
presidium of the Union of Soviet Societies for Friend- 
ship and Cultural Relations With Foreign Countries 
[name and title as heard]. 


Addressing the delegation, Comrade Chea Sim empha- 
sized the all-round development made by the Cambo- 
dian revolution during the past 9 years, particularly in 
1988 which is the focal period in the 5-year program of 
implementing the resolutions of the fifth party congress. 
That same year is also marked by many facilities for the 
Cambodian people in their cause to defend the mother- 
land and the revolutionary gains. 


Concerning the national reconciliation policy and the 
five-point political solution to the Cambodian problem, 
Comrade Chea Sim noted that these reflected the sense 
of responsibility of the Cambodian party and state 
toward the sacred aspirations of the compatriots and the 
fate of the motherland and were in accord with the 
trends of dialogue and compromise that have been 
developing rapidly in all continents and in Southeast 
Asia. 


On behalf of the Cambodian party, government, and 
people, Comrade Chea Sim expressed profound thanks 
to the Soviet party, government, and people who have 
always given support, material and moral, to the rebirth 
of the Cambodian people. He also expressed firm sup- 
port for the initiatives of the Soviet Union which has 
been making tireless efforts for the cause of peace and 
mankind’s survival. 


In her reply, female Comrade (Feskovavet Lana Iva- 
novna) acclaimed the all-round achievements made by 
the Cambodian people during the past 9 years. She also 
expressed firm support for the PRK’s national reconcil- 
lation policy and solution to the Cambodian problem, 
saying that this was a step in the new development 
toward reaching a common, peaceful solution in 
response to the Cambodian people’s fervent desire for 
peace and happiness. 
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SPK Reports Dry-Season Rice Cultivation 
BK231235 Phnom Penh SPK in English 1119 GMT 
23 Mar 88 


[Text] Phnom Penh SPK March 23—By mid-March, 
peasants in the country had grown rice on 115,000 ha, 
attaining 72 percent of the plan for this dry-season rice 
cropping or up by five percent the corresponding period 
last year. 


According to the Ministry of Agriculture, Takeo Prov- 
ince took the lead in rice farming, putting under rice 82 
percent of the 37,000 ha planned for this dry-season 
cultivation. Next to it were the provinces of Svay Rieng, 
Kompong Cham and Kandal which have achieved from 
70 to 74 percent of their respective plans of 1,500 ha, 
21,000 ha and 16,000 ha. Prey Veng Province fulfilled 
60 percent of the plan for planting rice on an area of 
32,500 ha. 


About 50 percent of the rice acreage in the early cropping 
season have been gathered with an average yield of two 
[metric] tons per hectare. 


Briefs 
Returnees in Kompong Thom 


Phnom Penh, 24 March (SPK)—In the first two months 
of this year, 153 people misled by the enemy propaganda 
broke with their rank and reported themselves to the 
revolutionary authorities in Kompong Thom Province, 
bringing along 42 rifles and a quantity of war materials. 
The returnees included 125 Pol Pot soldiers, 26 Son 
Sann soldiers and two Sihanoukist soldiers. In 1987, 
Kompong Thom Province received 807 returnees with 
274 assorted guns and a quantity of war means. All of 
them have been given full right of citizenship and 
necessities to embark on a new life with their families. 
[Excerpts] [BK250913 Phnom Penh SPK in English 1117 
GMT 24 Mar 88} 


Indonesia 


Foreign Minister on U.S. Closing PLO Office 
BK250458 Jakarta ANTARA in English 0344 GMT 
25 Mar 88 


[Text] Jakarta, March 24 (OANA/ANTARA)—Indone- 
sia sees the plan of the United States to close the PLO 
office at the United Nations in New York as an “‘inap- 
propriate step” and hoped the superpower would abide 
by the international convention which among other 
things gives freedom to all the UN members to establish 
a representative mission in the U.S. 


Foreign Minister Ali Alatas in his first press conference 
here Thursday stressed that Indonesia together with the 
other members of the international community, with the 
exception of Israel, fully respects the international con- 
vention. 
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Everywhere, he said, an international accord must be 
accepted as superior to national conventions, except in 
the United States, where national accords can “defeat” 
international conventions. 


However, in this case Ali Alatas also understood the 
United States Government’s position as an executive 
body required to execute the decision of Congress as a 
legislative body to shut down the PLO representative 
office. 


“I know” , the former Indonesian ambassador to the 
United Nations in New York said, “the U.S. executive 
circles did not like the plan to shut down the PLO office 
because they realize that if they do that the United States 
would be opposing international law.” 


Commenting on the matter, former Foreign Minister 
Mokhtar Kusumaatmaja, who was flanking his succes- 
sor, said the U.S. intention was a real cause for worry, 
considering that the U.S. as a superpower should give a 
good example of how to be a good host. 


The U.S. plan, he added, was also very frightening, as 
priority was given merely to domestic political interests. 


If the U.S. goes on with the plan, it would be making a 
second mistake after disregarding the decision of the 
International Court of Justice on the entry of American 
[as received] troops into Nicaragua. 


Laos 


Stand on Border Settlement Problem Reiterated 
BK241209 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
0000 GMT 24 Mar 88 


{Unattributed article: “Settlement of the Lao-Thai Prob- 
lem Must Be Carried Out Step by Step on the Basis of 
Legitimacy and Facts”’} 


[Text] Dear listeners: In the past few days some Thai 
government officials have repeatedly told the Thai press 
about the outcome of the two rounds of talks between the 
Lao and Thai government delegations using phrases that 
could be interpreted as placing the blame on the Lao 
side. For example, they have accused the Lao side of 
failing to reply to the Thai side’s two letters or its other 
proposals. 


Those who only have a chance to hear the above- 
mentioned one-sided statements by the Thai officials 
may misunderstand the reality of the situation or the Lao 
side’s sincerity and correct and reasonable methods of 
settling the Lao-Thai problems. As a matter of fact, the 
Lao side has already given a clear-cut answer to all of the 
proposals made by the Thai side through the two letters 
or through remarks made by the Thai government dele- 
gation during the two rounds of talks. 
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At the two rounds of talks in Bangkok and Vientiane, the 
LPDR government delegation firmly reaffirmed its 
goodwill and correct and reasonable methods for correct 
and reasonable settlement of the problems. The settle- 
ment of any problems must be carried out in accordance 
with logical steps. 


Everyone knows that the Lao and Thai government 
delegations are high-level and are empowered to settle all 
existing problems between Laos and Thailand. As for an 
ad hoc committee, it is only empowered to carry out 
decisions reached by both countries’ delegations, espe- 
cially in performing its technical duties in depth. With 
regard to the Thai side’s proposal to set up an ad hoc 
committee to survey and demarcate the border between 
the two countries, the Lao side has repeatedly affirmed 
that it has no objection to its organization. However, the 
organization of this committee must follow certain steps. 
First of all, a joint meeting must be held to outline the 
principles and basic issues that will form a basis for the 
functioning of this committee. 


In the Lao side’s opinion, the basis of legitimacy and 
justice to be used for outlining these principles and basic 
issues must be in line with the 1907 French-Siamese 
Treaty and its protocol, which clearly defines the border- 
line between Boten District of Laos’ Sayaboury Province 
and Chat Trakan District of Thailand’s Phitsanulok 
Province. Article I of the protocol stipulates: With regard 
to Luang Prabang, its southern border begins from the 
bank of the Mekong River at the mouth of the Heuang 
River and follows the thalweg of this river until it reaches 
its uppermost source in the Phou Khao Miang Moun- 
tain. 


As for reactivating the Joint Border Coordination Com- 
mittee at various levels as outlined in the 1979 joint 
Lao-Thai communiques, the Lao side holds that this 
committee will be able to effectively execute its role only 
after the current dispute between the two countries has 
been totally and permanently settled on the basis of 
respect for each other’s independence, sovereignty, and 
territorial integrity and in accordance with the UN 
Charter. 


This is the Lao side’s reply, which has been repeatedly 
expounded in reply to the Thai side’s proposals. It shows 
the Lao side’s good will for a correct and reasonable 
settlement of the problem, which should be well received 
in order to allow the solution of the existing Lao-Thai 
border conflict to proceed step by step on a correct legal 
and administrative basis in accordance with the contents 
of the 23 March 1907 French-Siamese Treaty and the 
annexed protocol. 


Commentary on Thai Foreign Ministry’s Motives 
BK250735 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
0430 GMT 24 Mar 88 


[Unattributed commentary: “What Is Truly Behind the 
Two Letters Claimed by the Thai Side To Show Its 
Sincerity?”’] 
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[Text] In the past few days, officials of the Thai Foreign 
Ministry and the Public Relations Department have 
energetically carried Out propaganda campaigns saying 
that Thailand sent two letters to the Lao Foreign Affairs 
Ministry, proposing to set up an ad hoc committee to 
survey and demarcate the Lao-Thai border between 
Thailand’s Phitsanulok Province and Laos’ Sayaboury 
Province and to revive the national- and local-level 
border coordination committees. They claimed that the 
Thai side is now awaiting a reply from the Lao side. This 
is tantamount to saying that a delay in this issue has been 
deliberately made by the Lao side. At even a cursory 
glance of this claim, one may see that the current 
situation has developed in the direction Thai Foreign 
Ministry officials want, that is blaming the Lao side by 
accusing it of being insincere or not serious in solving the 
Lao-Thai problem. 


It is necessary, then, that we once again reiterate Laos’ 
stand on and correct approach toward this issue. 


During the negotiations in Bangkok on 3 and 4 March 
1988 and in Vientiane on 17 and 18 March 1988, the 
Lao side explicitly explained an approach to the Thai 
side by which to thoroughly settle the current border 
conflict. This approach notes that the two sides must 
clearly follow certain steps on the basis of the correctness 
of the contents of the 1907 French-Siamese Treaty and 
its protocol. One of these steps is that the two sides must 
reach unanimity in their interpretations of the 1907 
French-Siamese Treaty and its protocol. The Lao side is 
of the view that the cause of the misunderstanding rests 
on this point and that the goal of negotiations is directed 
at this issue. Once this problem is clearly settled, a joint 
inspection committee will be able to carry out its duty. 
On the contrary, if the interpretations by the two sides of 
the 1907 French-Siamese Treaty and its protocol differ, 
the formation of a joint inspection committee will only 
exist in abstract form. As for the revival of the national- 
and local-level joint border coordination committees, 
the Lao side has never rejected this proposal because it 
also coincides with its wishes. 


However, the most urgent problem to be resolved is the 
existing conflict, because the peoples in the two countries 
are still very confused; they want this problem clearly 
settled. Laos believes that the settlement of the problem 
along this line is correct, conforms to reality, and would 
fulfill the wishes of the Lao and Thai peoples as well as 
all friendly people throughout the world. No matter what 
the outcome, there will be no winner nor loser because 
such an outcome derives from the reality of history. We 
do not understand why the Thai side is unable to face 
this reality nor follow the correct steps. On the contrary, 
it only demands that the Lao side accept its proposal to 
appoint an ad hoc committee and to revive the national- 
and local-level border coordination committees. Of 
course, it will accuse the Lao side of being intransigent 
and insincere in settling the problem if the latter fails to 
comply to its demand. 
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We would like to ask officials of the Thai Foreign 
Ministry the question: Who is actually intransigent and 
insincere in settling the problem? Isn’t it true that the 
two letters delivered to the Lao side and hastily signed by 
the Thai ambassador to Laos on the same day are aimed 
at serving the Thai side’s propaganda campaigns to 
divert public attention from the good intentions of the 
Lao side? 


N cvertheless, the Lao side would like to reiterate that it 
has no objection to the appointment of an ad hoc 
committee or the revival of national- and local-level 
border coordination committees. However, they must be 
carried out according to the appropriate steps and in a 
clear-cut manner. That is, first the two sides must 
continue the negotiations to seek ways to align their 
interpretations on the historical borderline in accor- 
dance with the contents of the 1907 French-Siamese 
Treaty and its protocol. Only by doing this will the 
existing obstacles be overcome and the border between 
the two countries be ensured with genuine peace and 
stability. 


Souban Salitthilat Returns From Tour 
BK2150855 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
0000 GMT 25 Mar 88 


[Text] The delegation of the LPDR Foreign Affairs 
Ministry led by Deputy Minister Souban Salitthilat 
returned to Vientiane on 24 March after successfully 
paying visits to many countries, such as Burma, India, 
France, Belgium, the FRG, the UK, Sweden,the Nether- 
lands, and to the EC. 


Welcoming the delegation at the Wattai Airport were 
Marc Henry Menguy, French ambassador extraordinary 
and plenipotentiary; (Narendra Gash), Indian charge 
d’affaires; (Tavan Asersen), Swedish charge d'affaires; 
(U Dung), Burmese charge d’affaires; and a number of 
high-ranking cadres of the LPDR Foreign Affairs Min- 


istry. 


Foreign Minister Greets Indonesian Counterpart 
BK241037 Vientiane KPL in English 
0914 GMT 24 Mar 88 


[Text] Vientiane, March 24 (KPL)}—Phoun Sipaseut, 
vice-chairman of the Council of Ministers and minister 
for foreign affairs of the Lao People’s Democratic 
Republic, has sent the following congratulatory message 
to His Excellency Ali Alatas, minister for foreign affairs 
of Indonesia. 


The telegramme reads: 


“On the occasion of your nomination as minister for 
foreign affairs of Indonesia, I would like to express to 
you my sincere congratulations and best wishes for your 
health and successes in your noble mission.” 
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Philippines 


Soviet Union’s Rogachev Concludes Visit 


Suggests U.S. Bases Removal 
HK251259 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 25 Mar 88 pp 1, 7 


[By Ellen Tordesillas] 


[Text] Visiting Soviet Deputy Foreign Minister Igor 
Rogachev yesterday said the Soviet Union would not 
“invade” the Philippines if U.S. military bases were 
withdrawn from the country. 


He was asked by diplomatic reporters about warnings by 
some American Officials that the Soviet Union would 
step into the vacuum left by the U.S. military if Clark Air 
Base and Subic Naval Base were withdrawn from the 
Philippines. 


Rogachev replied with a hearty laughter, “No, never.” 


“We do not agree with the assertion that the Soviet 
Union will conduct some expansionism or that we will 
increase Our military presence in the region,” Rogachev 
said. 


He added, “If you compare some figures, you can 
conclude who has the superiority in the region.” 


Rogachev, who is the second high-ranking Soviet Offi- 
cial to visit the Philippines since President Aquino took 
over the government, said the Soviet Union is for 
lowering the level of military confrontation in the region. 


“The lower, the more secure the region will be,” Roga- 
chev said. 


The 56-year-old Soviet diplomat, who was one of the 
negotiators of the highly sensitive Soviet-Chinese border 
settlement in 1971, said the USSR is urging a reduction 
of all armed forces in the region. 


Rogachev said the Soviet Union has made specific 
proposals to the U.S. to reduce nuclear and conventional 
weapons in Asia and the Pacific. 


“We are still waiting for a reply fi »m other side. We 
cannot do it unilaterally,” he said. 


Asked what Soviet General Secretay Mikhail Gorbachev 
meant when he said in Vladivostok in 1986 that if the 
U.S. leaves the Philippines, the USSR will not leave it 
unanswered, Rogachev said it is a matter that could be 
discussed today when he meets President Aquino and 
Foreign Secretary Raul S. Manglapus. 
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Today, he will also sign a protocol of consultation with 
Manglapus that will provide a yearly meeting between 
the Philippines and Soviet Union on a wide range of 
issues. 


Asked if his visit is part of the USSR’s diplomatic 
offensive, Rogachev said, “It’s a peace offensive.” 


It was a U.S.-Soviet confrontation. Almost. 


At 11:40 a.m. yesterday, visiting Soviet Deputy Foreign 
Minister Igor Rogachev emerged from a meeting with 
Undersecretary Manuel Yan, which started at 8:30 a.m. 


Rogachev was met at the lobby of the Philippine Inter- 
national Convention Center, where the Department of 
Foreign Affairs holds office, by diplomatic reporters for 
a brief interview. 


U.S. Ambassador Nicholas Platt emerged at the same 
time from the office of Foreign Secretary Raul S. Man- 
glapus, where he had a 40-minute discussion on the 
review of the RP [Republic of the Philippines]-U.S. 
Military Bases Agreement. 


A Filipino diplomat who was at the lobby said Platt saw 
the reporters preoccupied with the Soviet party. He also 
said Soviet Ambassador Oleg Sokolov saw Platt. 


The Filipino diplomat swore there was an “eye to eye 
contact” between Platt and Sokolov. 


Manglapus Terms Visit ‘Useful’ 
HK250717 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
in English 25 Mar 88 pp 1, 10 


[By Chay O. Florentino] 


[Text] The visit here of Soviet Deputy Foreign Minister 
Igor Rogachev, just weeks away from the review of the 
RP-U.S. Military Bases Agreement, is “useful” to the 
Philippine government, Foreign Secretary Raul Man- 
glapus said yesterday. 


“You come at a time when we are discussing the U.S. 
bases and in a way, your presence is useful,” Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee chairman Leticia Ramos- 
Shahani quoted Manglapus as telling Rogachev during 
their 30-minute consultations yesterday morning. 


Rogachev told reporters he received a “very positivev 
response” from Manglapus on the Gorbachev proposals 
made in Vladivostok, apparently referring to calls for the 
dismantling of military bases in Asia and the Pacific 
region, as well as the withdrawal of foreign troops from 
territories of other countries. 


Soviet General Secretary Mikhail Gorbachev also 
announced that his government opposes the “prolifera- 
tion and build-up of nuclear weapons” in the same area. 
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Manglapus, according to Rogachev, briefed him about 
the coming talks with the Americans. 


Shahani said the Intermediate Nuclear Forces (INF) 
Treaty between the U.S. and the Soviet Union will have 
a “bearing” on the review of the bases pact in April, 
especially since one of the “biggest issues” anticipated 
during the talks is the suspected presence of nuclear 
weapons in the U.S. military facilities here. 


The INF Treaty allows on-site inspection of the bases of 
both superpowers to ensure that short-range and inter- 
mediate-ballistic missiles are being eliminated, in accor- 
dance with the agreement. The inspection covers U.S. 
bases in such countries as the Netherlands, Italy, West 
Germany and Great Britain. 


Shahani said this development poses a “point of negoti- 
ation with the Americans” when the review begins. Had 
she been in the Philippine panel, Shahani said she would 
“certainly bring it up” during the talks. 


This pronouncement means that the Philippine panel 
may look into the possibility of seeking inspection rights 
in Clark air and Subic naval bases. 


Rogachev Says USSR Not Aiding NPA 
HK251253 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
1200 GMT 25 Mar 88 


[Text] Soviet Deputy Foreign Minister Igor Rogachev 
has stated that the Soviet Union is not interfering in the 
Philippines’ internal problems. Rogachev made this 
Statement at a news conference this morning at the 
Soviet Embassy in Makati. 


Rogachev also confirmed that the Soviet Union has not 
been aiding the Communist Party of the Philippines 
[CPP] or the NPA. He said the Soviet Union has no 
relations whatsoever with the CPP-NPA. 


Rogachev is visiting the country to discuss the possible 
expansion of diplomatic relations between the Soviet 
Union and the Philippines. He said that his visit has 
been fruitful. 


Rogachev on Southeast Asia Security 
HK250956 Hong Kong AFP in English 0854 GMT 
25 Mar 88 


[Text] Manila, March 25 (AFP)}—The Soviet Union 
called Friday for drastic cuts in superpower military 
presence and naval patrols in Southeast Asia and urged 
the United States to make its stand known on the 


proposal. 


Soviet Deputy Foreign Minister Igor Rogachev, speaking 
at a news conference winding up his official visit here, 
also called on China and Vietnam to peacefully settle 
their dispute over the Spratly Islands. 
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Mr Rogachev said he would take up Southeast Asian 
security at a meeting with U.S. officials in Paris next 
month, and expressed Moscow’s intention to join the 
Asian Development Bank (ADB). 


Western diplomats said Mr Rogachev’s high-profile 
Southeast Asian tour was part of Moscow’s effort to 
expand its influence in the region in accordance with 
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev’s Vladivostok declara- 
tion two years ago. 


The Soviet leader called in Vladivostok for an easing of 
tension and pledged increased Soviet cooperation with 
the region, where U.S. military bases are located in the 
Philippines and Soviet forces are stationed in Vietnam. 


“The Soviet Union is in favour of drastic reduction of 
foreign military presence in the region,” Mr Rogachev 
said. 


This would include “limitation of the naval activities” of 
both superpowers, including a definition of areas where 
nuclear-armed vessels could move about, and “‘less anti- 
submarine activities and so forth,” he said. 


Mr Rogaghev supported tht Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations’ goal of a zone of peace, freedom and 
neutrality in the region, and said this could also apply to 
the South Pacific and the Korean peninsula. 


He again called for the removal of U.S. military bases in 
the Philippines, which are to be discussed by Washing- 
ton and Manila next month. 


Mr Rogachev said Moscow had yet to get a U.S. reaction 
to a mutual military pullout from the Asia-Pacific 
region. “If the other side is not satisfied, we hope they 
formulate their own positions and offer counter-propos- 
als,” he said. 


The Soviet deputy foreign minister said he will discuss 
Southeast Asian security when he meets his Gaston 
Sigur, U.S. assistant secretary of state for East Asia and 
the Pacific, in Paris next month. 


Mr Rogachev called for immediate talks between China 
and Vietnam, the Soviet Union’s main ally in the region, 
on their dispute over the Spratlys, which are also claimed 
by the Philippines, Malaysia and Taiwan. 


‘These problems cannot be solved by using force, and in 
this sense we support our Vietnamese friends,” he said. 


At least two Vietnamese servicemen were killed when 
Chinese and Vietnamese naval forces clashed March 14 
in the Spratlys, a strategically located and reputedly 
oil-rich group of islands and reefs in the South China 
Sea. 
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Vietnamese newspapers said Friday that 74 servicemen 
are missing since the clash and Vietnamese sources in 
Hanoi said about half of them may be dead. 


Mr Rogachev visited Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia 
before flying to Bangkok and Manila. He leaves here 
Saturday for Singapore. 


The Soviet Union wants to join the Asian Development 
Bank (ADB) as part of its efforts to expand ties with 
countries in the region, Mr Rogachev said. 


“We are for broader participation of ali countries in this 
region in economic cooperation, financial cooperation, 
and we shall be glad to be members of all regional 
organizations, including ADB,” he said. 


There was no immediate comment from the Manila- 
based 47-member bank, whose main donors are Japan, 
the United States and Western Europe. 


An ADB official said it was the first time he had heard 
Soviet intentions to join the ADB from a high-ranking 
Soviet official such as Mr Rogachev. 


Moscow is scheduled to send an observer to the annual 
ADB board of governors meeting here from April 28-30, 
which will bring together the finance ministers and 
central bank governors of member countries, the ADB 
said. 


China joined the ADB in 1986. The other socialist 
members of the 22-year-old institution, which provides 
soft loans for national and regional development projects 
and studies, are Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia. 


Aquino Says Country Stable for Foreign Visits 
HK250727 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY GLOBE 
in English 25 Mar 88 p 1, 6 


[By staff writer Alvin Capino]} 


[Text] President Aquino said yesterday the political 
situation in the country has so stabilized she can now 
schedule state visits this year and make long-term plans 
for the country. 


In talks with visiting German Minister of State Helmut 
Schaefer in the Malacanang Premier Guest House, Mrs 
Aquino said the August 28 coup attempt was in some 
ways providential because the government was able “to 
isolate those who are against us.” 


She said that before the August 28 coup attempt, the 
government could not move against captured renegade 
Lt Col Gregorio “Gringo” Honasan and the other mem- 
bers of the Reform the Armed Forces Movement (RAM) 
who staged the coup. 


“It was very difficult to do anything at that time as they 
were still popular,” Mrs Aquino said. 
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“I guess August 28 had to happen,” she said. “‘People 
had to see for themselves that these people have become 
too ambitious.” 


“I now feel more comfortable. I can plan more for the 
future. In fact I’m even taking (foreign) trips,” Mrs 
Aquino told Schaefer. 


The President is scheduled to visit the People’s Republic 
of China and Hong Kong staring April 14 and Switzer- 
land and Italy in mid-June. 


“Germany is also waiting,” Schaefer told Mrs Aquino 
when she mentioned that she was going to Switzerland 
and Italy. 


“There is lots of sympathy for you and your work there 
and we like to show you our support if and when you find 
time to visit us,” he said. 


The German Minister said his country and the other 
members of the European Economic Community (EEC) 
are willing to bring “more EEC investment in the Phil- 
ippines.” 


He said Germany is encouraging small and medium 
sized firms to come to the Philippines by “telling them it 
is not as difficult as you think it is (to invest in the 
Philippines.)” 


He said German businessmen based in the Philippines 
have told him that the reports on the Philippines are 
“extremely exaggerated” and that there is nothing to be 
scared about. 


“My message coming back from the Philippines to 
German business will be to come over, do more invest- 
ments, be more courageous because your colleagues in 
Manila say it is worthwhile going to the Philippines,” he 
said. 


Discusses FRG Investment Plans 
HK241233 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
1000 GMT 24 Mar 88 


[Text] Germany’s businessmen have assured President 
Aquino of their plans to invest in the country in the near 
future. The assurance was declared by visiting FRG 
Government Minister Helmut Schaefer, who paid 
respects to the president this afternoon. Here is a report 
from Sel Baesa. 


[Begin recording] Aside from assuring the government of 
Germany’s future investments in the country, Schaefer 
also invited President Aquino to visit West Germany. 
According to Schaefer, the plan by German businessmen 
to invest in the country proves Germany’s wish to 
contribute to Philippine growth. 
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During their 30-minute conversation, the two officials 
discussed expanding cooperation in business and culture 
as well as bilateral cooperation. 


Sel Baesa, Bureau of Broadcast Sevices News, Malaca- 
nang. [end recording] 


Muslim, Loyalist Coup Plot Reported 
HK25080!1 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY GLOBE 
in English 25 Mar 88 pp 1, 2 


[By staff writer Dionisio Pelayo] 


[Text] Military units in Metro Manila went on red alert 
Wednesday night after getting reports that Muslim sep- 
aratist rebels and Marcos loyalists were planning to 
attack Malacanang and hold President Aquino hostage. 


The attackers allegedly wanted to demand the return of 
former President Marcos and the full implementation of 
the Tripoli Agreement. 


In a radio message sent to the commanders of the AFP 
[Armed Forces of the Philippines] major services, 
National Capital Region Defense Command, Southern 
Luzon Command and Regional Unified Command 3, 
Gen Ranato S. de Villa, AFP chief of staff, said intelli- 
gence reports reaching his office said some 5,000 armed 
men would have been mobilized for the operation. 


But no untoward incidents were reported Wednesday 
night and up to until press time last night, although 
unidentified groups of men were monitored to have been 
moving around the Malacanang area Wednesday night. 


Brig Gen Alexander Aguirre, PC Capital Regional Com- 
mand (Capcom) chief confirmed there were reports that 
major terrorist operations were planned Wednesday 


night. 


Among the terroristic operations planned, Aguirre said, 
was the reported sabotage or bombing of the Ayala 
bridge near Malacanang. 


He said the Capcom “intensified patrol operations and 
deployment to avoid any terroristic act” after receiving 
ther report. 


“But since nothing happened, the report may have just 
been disinformation,” Aguirre said. 


The radio message said Moro National Liberation Front 
fighters, who came to Manila over the past few weeks 
would have been augmented by members of an AFP 
fraternal organization in implementing the operation. 


In addition, the radio message identified two prominent 
Marcos loyalists and a former leftist youth leader as 
among the leaders of the plotters. 
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Earlier, military and defense authorities confirmed the 
movement of MNLF leaders and fighters not only to 
mainland Mindanao but also to Metro Manila. 


Defense Secretary Fidel V. Ramos told a group of local 
government officials that “there has been an unusual 
movement of MNLF members to mainland Mindanao, 
Metro Manila and abroad.” 


AFP authorities said that while some MNLF command- 
ers, including Dr. Tham Manjoorsa, Panontongan Ali 
Jabbar, alias Commander Narra, and Muslimen Sema 
are not in favor of resuming hostilities with the govern- 
ment, MNLF fighters were sent to Manila to stage 
terrorism. 


Preparations for the projected resumption of hostilities, 
AFP authorities said, also included the sending of some 
200 recruits to various Muslim countries for military 
training. 


The recruits sent abroad, the authorities said, left the 
country as “scholars” and were issued new passports 
upon arrival in two countries used as “‘transhipment” 
points to enable them to go to two other countries for 
military training. 


Military training given the recruits, the authorities said, 
centered mostly on unconventional warfare and terror 
techniques. 


MNLF provincial revolutionary committees in the 23 
provinces claimed by the separatist movement were 
required to send 10 recruits each for training abroad. 


Two countries in the Middle East were also reported to 
have sent a sizable cache of Soviet-made AK-47 rifles 
and U.S. made M-14s to the MNLF. The firearms have 
reportedly arrived at an MNLF base in Sabah and will be 
shipped to Sulu this week. 


Casualties in Mindanao Clashes Increase 
HK251239 Hong Kong AFP in English 1222 GMT 
25 Mar 88 


[Text] Cotabato, Philippines, March 25 (AFP}—Moslem 
rebels mounted attacks that left at least 24 people dead in 
the southern Philippines ahead of a visit here by Presi- 
dent Corazon Aquino, officials said Friday. 


The presidential palace said Mrs Aquino would push 
ahead with her visit Saturday to this city on Mindanao 
Island in the southern Philippines. 


Mrs Aquino is due to inaugurate a civilian council here 
that she handpicked to draft legislation granting auton- 
omy to the country’s Moslem minority. 
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The clashes followed the failure of the Moslem separatist 
Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) to gain mem- 
bership in the Organization of the Islamic Conference 
(OIC), which met in Jordan this week. 


Congressman Guimid Matalam said | 1 members of the 
Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF), a breakaway 
faction of the MNLF, died in clashes Thursday and 
Friday with former comrades who have defected to the 
government. 


The clashes occurred in two towns near this heavily 
Moslem-populated city, where security forces have gone 
on full alert for the visit. 


Residents of Cotabato, center of the Moslem insurgency 
when it first flared up in the eayly 1970's, said the city 
remained calm depite the incidents. 


Military officials in Zamboanga del Sur Province west of 
here said 13 militiamen were killed and 23 houses 
burned in separate MNLF attacks in the province Thurs- 
day. 


Seven militiamen were killed and two wounded Thurs- 
day in a gunbattle with MNLF guerillas who were 
spotted unloading crates suspected to contain firearms 
and ammunition from two boats on a beach in the 
province, the officials said. 


Also on Thursday, about 200 MNLF guerillas attacked 
the largely-Christian town of San Pablo, burning 14 
houses and killing six militiamen and wounding another 
who was summoned to stop them, the military officials 
added. 


The MNLF attacked a Marine detachment in Basilan 
Island south of here Tuesday, killing a soldier, while 
bombs allegedly planted by the MNLF went off in Davao 
and Zamboanga cities Wednesday, injuring at least 22 


people. 


Armed forces chief General Renato de Villa told a press 
conference in Manila Friday that he did not believe the 
bombings were “something to be very worried about,” 
saying they were meant to be “harassment and propa- 
ganda.” 


He also described incidents on Tuesday and Wednesday 
as “very small isolated incidents,” but added: “I am not 
discounting anything that may follow after this. We will 
continue to remain vigilant.” 


The Mmslem guerilla campaign for a separate homeland 
began in 1972, claiming over 100,000 lives before it 
became largely dormant in the 1980s. 


Mrs Aquino signed a ceasefire with the MNLF in Sep- 
tember 1986 to open negotiations on autonomy for 
Moslem-populated provinces, but the talks failed and the 
MNLF sought membership in the OIC. 
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MNLF Disclaims Zamboanga Bombing Involvement 
HK241117 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
0700 GMT 24 Mar 88 


[Text] Here is a report from Jerry Ponterada in Zam- 
boanga City. 


[Begin recording in English] The Moro National Liber- 
ation Front civilian spokesman, Zain Jali, said yesterday 
that the MNLF had nothing to do with the planting of 
the time bomb in Zamboanga City Tuesday night. Jali 
said that the MNLF has vowed not to harm the civilian 
population of the city and not to destroy properties. He 
charged that the planting of the bomb was the work of 
the saboteurs. 


The MNLF spokesi.1an also dismissed as baseless reports 
in the Manila newspapers that the Organization of 
Islamic Conference [OIC] has rejected their application 
for membership. Jali said the report, qouting Jordanian 
Foreign Minister Tahir al-Masri, was unreliable because 
it did not come from the OIC itself. He told the MORN- 
ING TIMES that Al-Masri was not speaking for the 
whole OIC when he announced in Jordan that the 
MNLF would not have a seat in the OIC because it is not 
a sovereign state. The OIC has no basis for rejecting the 
MNLF bid because the separatist movement has not 
officially submitted its application, Jali said. 


That’s the report from Zamboanga City, Jerry Ponterada 
reporting. [end recording] 


Camarines Sur Insurgency Case Termed Serious 
HK251023 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
0700 GMT 25 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] Here is Cesar Amorientos, reporting from 
Naga City. 


{Begin recording] Camarines Sur has the most serious 
insurgency problem. This was announced by General 
Eduardo Taduran at the just-concluded meeting of the 
provincial commanders of Regional Unified Command 
5 in Camp Bagong Ibalon, Legaspi City. 


Next to Camarines Sur are the Provinces of Albay, 
Sorsogon, Masbate, Camarines Norte, and Catanduanes. 
Consequently, Taduran has ordered his commanders to 
step up operations to maintain peace and order as well as 
to defend the residents. He also called on the media to 
cooperate with the soldiers in the counterinsurgency 
drive. 


Meanwhile, Colonel (Andres Ciparable) has denied 
Taduran’s assessment of the situation in Camarines Sur, 
which is his area of responsibility. According to (Cipar- 
able), there are only about 600 NPA rebels operating in 
the area, among whom only 400 are armed. He added 
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that the military is in control of the overall situation in 
the province and that the military is capable of checking 
the NPA’s activities until such time that the rebels are 
finally flushed out. 


Meanwhile, about 100 residents have fled their homes to 
escape shootings by unidentified armed men in Barangay 
Kalawag, Pamplona, Camarines Sur. The evacuation 
followed the discovery of the bodies of Raymundo 
Mendia and Maravilla. [passage omitted] 


Peace Panel Stresses Muslim Participation 
HK250543 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
0400 GMT 25 Mar 88 


[Text] The Peace Commission has stressed the govern- 
ment’s invitation to the MNLF and other Muslim rebel 
forces to return to the fold of the law and participate in 
the discussions of the Regional Consultative Commis- 
sion [RCC]. According to the commission, Muslim 
fronts, government representatives, and Mindanao citi- 
zens will be able to form the autonomy structure based 
on the Tripoli Agreement if they take part in the RCC. 


Meanwhile, the government is intensifying its efforts to 
implement livelihood and infrastructural projects in 
Mindanao in its desire to speed up the delivery of major 
services in the south. At the same time, it will pave the 
way for maintaining peace and order in this region. 


De Villa Names New Armed Forces Leaders 
HK250950 Hong Kong AFP in English 0943 GMT 
25 Mar 88 


[Text] Manila, March 25 (AFP)}—The Philippine armed 
forces Friday announced the appointment of :ombat- 
tested officers to senior command positions f >llowing 
President Corazon Aquino’s call for a major restructur- 
ing of the military. 


Chief of Staff General Renato de Villa told a news 
conference that the appointments were part of efforts to 
“remove the fat from headquarters and bring this down 
to the fighting units” and to ensure a “faster flow of 
commands.” 


Mrs Aquino in a speech during the armed forces 91st 
anniversary celebrations Tuesday ordered that cumber- 
some regional commands be abolished and that opera- 
tional and financial autonomy be given to field com- 
manders. 


“I want more men behind guns, less men behind desks,” 
she said. 


Officials said the revamp was part of the 160,000-strong 
armed forces’ efforts to step up its offensive this year 
against the communist New People’s Army (NPA), 
which the military estimates to have 25,000 guerrillas. 
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Gen de Villa said Air Force chief Major Antonion Sotelo 
had been named vice chief of staff, the second aighest 
military post, while Commodore Emerson Tangan of the 
navy was named deputy chief of staff, the number three 


post. 


A former field commander whose succesful counter- 
insurgency program in Mindanao island is to be adopted 
nationwide, Brigadier General Mariano Adalem, was 
named chief of the Army which bears the brunt of the 
fighting against the NPA. 


Brigadier General Jose de Leon was named head of the 
Air Force, while former coast guard chief Commodore 
Carlito Cunanan was appointed Navy commander. 


“All of them are field men. They have the experience and 
training to handle these kinds of commands,”’ Gen de 
Villa said. 


Mrs Aquino said she was abolishing the 13 regional 
commands because they formed an intervening com- 
mand layer between Manila and troops in the field. They 
have been regrouped into six area commands with 
greater autonomy from the capital. 


The biggest of the new groupings is the Southern Com- 
mand, which covers Mindanao and its neighbouring 
islands troubled by Moslem and communist rebels. The 
command controls more than 30 per cent of all Philip- 
pine troops. 


Gen de Villa said that with the restructuring, “we are 
effectively removing one layer of command.” 


The armed forces has stepped up attacks on NPA strong- 
holds this year, using air and armoured ground assaults 
to a greater extent than before. 


Military sources noted Friday that 10 senior posts went 
to Army, Air Force and Navy men while the Constabu- 
lary, a paramilitary police force that used to be at the 
forefront of the counter-insurgency campaign, only got 
two. 


Further on Senior Promotions 
BK251118 Quezon city RPN 9 Television 
in English 1030 GMT 25 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] General Renato de Villa, AFP [Armed Forces 
of the Philippines] chief of staff, today announced the 
designation of officers as replacements to incumbent 
officers who are retiring on | April. Gen de Villa told a 
news conference this afternoon that Air Force Chief 
Major General Antonio Sotelo, as the most senior gen- 
eral, is designated vice chief of staff; Commodore Emer- 
son Pangan as acting deputy chief of staff; Brig Gen 
Mariano Adalem as acting Army commanding general; 
Brig Gen Jose de Leon as acting Air Force commanding 
general; Commodore Carlito Cunanan as acting Navy 
chief; Brigadier General Manue! Cacanando as acting 
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Southern Command chief; Brig Gen Bayani Fabic as 
acting Northern Luzon Command chief; Brig Gen Ale- 
jandro Galido as acting Southern Luzon Command 
chief; Brig Gen Jesus Hermosa as acting Visayas Com- 
mand chief; Brig Gen Andrew Francisco as acting PMA 
[Philippine Military Academy] superintendent, Brig Gen 
Eduardo Cabanlig as acting General Staff College com- 
mandant; and Brig Gen Buenaventura Tabo as acting 
Logistics Command chief. [passage omitted] 


Enrile Favors Decentralized Military 
HK241125 Quezon City GMA 7 Radio-Television 
Arts Network in Tagalog 1030 GMT 24 Mar 88 


[Text] Senate minority leader Juan Ponce Enrile favors 
the decentralization of the military. According to Enrile, 
the reforms that President Aquino has ordered imple- 
mented will lead to the improvement of the soldiers’ 
capabilities so they can immediately respond to emer- 
gency situations. 


[Begin Enrile recording in English] It will be easier for 
them to respond if they have all the elements necessary 
to respond, because you are already cutting down on 
your layers of headquarters that can battle up your 
derision and the implementation of the decision. 
Because you will be giving responsibilities to area com- 
manders, and they will have to show what they can do in 
their respective areas. Instead of having a Regional 
Unified Command [RUC], where in effect you have two 
commanders in a region, you have the RUC commander 
and you have the regional commander. And the regional 
commander is in charge of police and the Constabulary, 
and the RUC commander is in charge of the fighting 
men, including the police and the PC, which sometimes 
is very difficult for him to even order to do something. 
[end recording] 


Aquino Appoints Cordillera Board Members 
HK241111 Manila MANILA BULLETIN in English 
24 Mar 88 pp J, 21 


[By Deedee M. Siytangco} 


[Text] President Aquino appointed yesterday 22 of the 
29 regular members of the Cordillera Executive Board 
(CEB), one of the three organizations in the autonomous 
Cordillera Administrative Region. The 22 were led by 
the four governors and the lone city mayor in the region. 


The appointees underwent a Strict screening, including 
evaluation by the Development Academy of the Philip- 
pines (DAP) and interviews by a government panel 
headed by Finance Secretary Vicente R. Jayme and 
Cabinet Secretary Jose P. de Jesus and later by the 
President herself. 


The President said the appointces “possess the necessary 
vision, integrity, and commitment, and most important, 
the capacity to set aside tribal and ideological differences 
and work together for the common good.” 
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The appointees were led by Governors Andres Bugnosen 
of Benguet, Benjamin Cappleman (Ifugao), Vicente 
Valera (Abra), and Lawrence Wacnang (Kalinga-Apa- 
yao) and Mayor Ramon Labo Jr. of Baguio City. 


Also appointed were six representatives from the Cordil- 
lera Bodong Administration, namely, Andres Aggulin, 
Fernando Bahatan, Felix Cabading, Fred Luban, Francis 
Ngodcho, and Philip Tinggonon; three non-governmen- 
tal organizations’ representatives, namely Nicolas 
Cawed, Marcelino Delson, and Bailio Fongayao; and 
eight ethno-linguistic group representatives, namely 
Macario Banasan, Antonio Batalang, Basilio Cael, 
Nicolas Calado, Angel Guimbatan, Domingo Lequiab, 
Efren Perlas, and Jude Wal. 


Expected to be appointed soon to the CEB are the 
governor of Mountain Province who is still to be pro- 
claimed by the Comelec, two more non-governmental 
group representatives, and four other eth:o-linguistic 
group members. 


Aside from the CEB, the Cordilleras will have the 
250-member Cordillera Regional Assembly and the 
Regional Consultative Commission (RCC) which will 
have 30 commissioners. Bills seeking the creation of the 
RCC have been filed in the Senate and the House of 
Representatives. 


Nation Movers Release Policy Framework 
HK250851 Manila BUSINESS WORLD in English 
25 Mar 88 


[Text] The Enrique Zobel-chaired Unladbayan [Nation 
Movers—National Movement for Economic Recon- 
struction and Survival] is for revision of the country’s 
tax laws to expand the tax base and for a gradual 
reduction of business taxes as incentives for expansion 
and investments. 


“Only fixed income earners and big corporations” com- 
ply with existing tax laws, the movement noted in its 
“initial policy framework” dated last March 22 and 
released yesterday. 


For workers, Unladbayan calls for a profit-sharing policy 
which would see business sharing its profits with workers 
through “properly calculated wage increases” or through 
“imposed percentage sharing of profits.” 


In one of the 10 other items it listed as “what the 
Filipinos can do to help themselves with what they 
have,” Unladbayan thumbed down the Administration’s 
import liberalization policy. 


Judicious Use [subhead] 
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It called for use of “both tariff and non-tariff restric- 
tions” for “judicious use” of foreign exchange. Under 
the Administration’s import liberalization policy, 
“transparency” considerations cail for tariff barriers to 
replace all existing non-tariff or quota restrictions. 


Implement a “sound” agrarian reform program serving 
both the goals of wealth redistribution and increased 
agricultural productivity, Unladbayan also urged. 


Other can-dos listed: 


“Restructure, not merely reschedule.” the nearly $29 
billion foreign debt; 

Develop a “self-reliant economy” geared firstly toward 
survival of the population and provision of basic needs; 
Draw up a population growth policy serving a develop- 
ing economy's needs; 

Use government resources more judiciously and restore 
balance in internal fiscal operations: 

Revive basic industries as a prelude to a sound industri- 
alization program: 

Federalize political authority to foster competition 
among regions in expanding their economic base and 
bring about regional dispersal and a more balanced 
development: 

Set up an independent central monetary authority, with 
majority of the board members coming from the private 
sector; and: 


Adoption of austerity and other self-reliance measures to 
curb conspicuous consumption, “instead of pump-prim- 
ing programs,” so that savings could be domestically- 
generated as a source of capital for investments. 


U.S. Bases [subhead] 


On the American military bases, Unladbayan’s policy 
position is for the Philippines terminating the military 
bases agreement as of September 1991 and serving 
notice to the U.S. government of this termination. 


Should the U.S. government wish to retain the bases in 
this country beyond that date, negotiations “should 
begin immediately” on a new bases agreement, it said. 
Provisions of any new treaty shall be “prospective” or 
should cover the period “immediately” after the current 
agreement expires in 1991. 


Further, Unladbayan called for the people’s ratification 
in a plebiscite of any new treaty on the bases. 


Agrarian Reform [subhead] 


On agrarian reform, Unladbayan’s basic policy plan calls 
for: 


Adeption of a national policy and implementation 
within ihe context of federalization, “subject to the 
availability ot go. ernment funds” and cadastral surveys 
as basis for certificates of land transfer. These surveys 
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should be prioritized and immediately implemented first 
on lands voluntarily surrendered or sold by its owners 
alienable and disposable lands of the public domain; 
private idle and abandoned lands: foreclosed properties; 
and sequestered properties not questioned in court. 


The program must niclude package of support services 
such as financing. purchasing, marketing with support 
price mechanisms, cooperatives development education 
and training, wnfra structure: 


To be realistic, the program must take into account land 
use, land productivity, genuine and demonstrable finan- 
cial capability of Government to pay landowners and 
provide the needed package of support services for the 
tiller beneficiaries. 


Heavy Penalty [subhead] 


Immediate imposition by law of a heavy penalty tax on 
owners of idle lands to force them to sell to Government; 


Government guarantee of security of tenure of tenants 
and farms workers to protect them from possible pre- 
emptive acts of landlords; 


Strict enforcement of existing land reform laws to plug 
loopholes in implementation, particularly involving re- 
sale of land certified to farmer-beneficiaries; 


Through the federal components, excessively large tracts 
of land, regardless of crops planted, be now identified, 
and this should be the second stage in agrarian reform 
implementation, and; 


Start of planning, defining, and implementating a basic 
industrialization program which shall provide the alter- 
native investment attraction to landowners. 


Unladbayan cautioned that the “temptation to make a 
sweeping, dramatic pronouncement on a CARP [Com- 
prehensive Agrarian Reform Program] while unable to 
translate the same into a dramatic improvement in the 
quality of life of the farmers will only exacerbate the 
grievances of the poor against Government.” 


House Approves Agrarian Reform Amendments 
HK230801 Manila BUSINESS STAR in English 
23 Mar 88 pr J, 11 


{By Bayani S. Cruz] 


[Text] Dreams of a truly comprehensive agrarian reform 
program (CARP) were shattered yesterday by a com- 
bined bloc of pro-landlord and ‘“‘moderate” members of 
the House of Representatives. 
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In the second day of the period of amendments for 
House Bill [HB] No. 400, the CARP bill now pending in 
the House, 108 congressmen voted for a retention limit 
of seven hectares plus an additional three hectares for 
each of the landlord’s “direct legal heirs.” 


Only 58 congressmen voted against the amendments. 


The amendments, introduced by Rep. Adelbert Antonio 
(Independent, South Cotabato), replaced an earlier 
amendment made by a nine-man ad hoc committee 
which provided for a retention limit of seven hectares for 
the landowner plus another seven hectares for only “one 
legitimate heir.” 


Under the new amendment, there is no limit to the 
number of “direct legal heirs’ who can inherit three 
hectares each. 


According the [as published] New Code, “direct legal 
heirs” include both legitimate and illegitimate children. 


The amendment was adopted under an emotionally 
charged atmosphere. Supporters of CARP and the land- 
lord’s bloc filled the House galleries, clapping or jeering 
the statements made by the various congressmen. 


The Antonio amendment was viewed by the proponents 
of HB No. 400, Gillego, chairman of agrarian reform 
committee, as a “loophole” through which the landown- 
ers can “hang on to their lands.” 


The House went into “nominal voting” wherein each 
member was allowed three mainutes to explain his vote if 
he wanted to after the voice vote. The common argu- 
ment against the original amendment was that it was 
“divisive” since it limited inheritance to only one heir. 


Gillego said the new amendment “deprives 99 percent of 
CARP beneficiaries of the benefits from the CARP.” 


Moderate ‘“‘members of the House, including members 
of the opposition minority party, voted for the new 
amendment. [quotation marks as published] 


Sources told BUSINESS STAR that “this pattern of 
voting will likely be followed in the other amendments 
that are still to be taken up.” 


This observation was shared by a substantial number of 
congressmen who said the adoption of the new amend- 
ment “signals the defeat of CARP” in its present form. 


Meanwhile, a Church-led rally, with about 3,000 partic- 
ipants, held mass outside the Batasang Pambansa 
[National Assembly] complex in Quezon City to call on 
the House members to hasten the passage of the CARP 
bill. 


Led by Bishop Teodoro Bacani, the rallyists were joined 
by a number of congressmen. 
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Land Reform Pitfalls Noted 
HK 240845 Quezon City GMA 7 Radio-Television 
Arts Network in English 1430 GMT 23 Mar 88 


[From “Column of the Air” by Luis Beltran in TV talk 
show “Straight From the Shoulder”] 


[Text] Our “Column of the Air” tonight starts with a 
subject that everybody likes to talk about these days, the 
Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Program [CARP]. I 
think all of us are almost sick and tired of hearing about 
this. On your TV sets, you see continuous advocacy of 
the CARP. And I think most people are in favor of giving 
the farmers the land that they need, that many of them 
want. The only problem is that everybody is in a hurry. 
And it was amazing to hear Congressman Jose 
Cojuangco Jr himself say that we should really plan out 
the CARP, instead of jumping into its implementation. 
His reasons are very valid. In Tarlac, for example, in an 
area right next to Hacienda Luisita, several years ago, 
they distributed 600 hectares to 300 families. Those 300 
families were given the land. They started cultivating it. 
Today, that 600 hectares is again owned by four people. 
In other words, the farmers who received the land 
eventually were forced to sell it back to somebody who 
was willing to buy it from them. Why? There were no 
support services. They could not get loans. Right now, 
the major problem of the farmers is that even now, those 
of them who are cultivating the land cannot have access 
to credit for the simple reason that about 400 rural banks 
all over the country have closed up because of lack of 
financing, because of anomalies, of all kinds of problems. 


On the present CARP, the voting in the House of 
Representatives yesterday was eye-opening for many 
people. It was something like a 130 in favor of the 
retention limit of three, with an escape clause: every heir, 
whether legal or illegal, outside the kulambo [mosquito 
net] or inside the kulambo, is going to be entitled to 3 
hectares, too. If somebody has, let’s say, ten children, 
which seems not to be too unusual in this country, they 
will be entitled to 33 hectares which is more than the 24 
hectares that is the 87 percent average for all privately- 
owned land. 


The big problem in CARP is right now, the government 
has P168 million from the PCGG [Presidential Commis- 
sion for Good Governmentxll and P1.7 billion from the 
Assets Privatization Fund with which to implement a 
program that is conservatively, and I underline the word 
conservatively, estimated to cost P146 billion. Where is 
the government going to get the money? That is the 
major problem. 


Is it such a major problem? Why don’t we just give away 
all of the land? Bahala na [We will decide] where we are 
going to get the money later. It is not that simple. Where 
is the support services going to be? They keep talking 
about Taiwan, Korea, Japan as sites where land reform 
succeeded. Yes. In those countries, if the farmer was 
given a piece of land and he bought equipment, the price 
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of the equipment was subsidized up to 50 percent by the 
government. The price cf iand cultivation and develop- 
ment was subsidized by ilie government at 75 percent. 
And the land was bought from private landowners above 
the fair market value in order to encourage a lot of 
people to sell the land. 


This is what CARP is all about. It has become a very 
emotional issue. Right now, this evening, for example, 
Congress had to suspend its sessions several times 
because the proponents of the House Bill 400 had been 
using very strong language against those who voted 
against it. It has become a very personal, bitter quarrel 
and it will get worse once the Senate puts out its own 
version, and then the House and the Senate get together 
in a conference committee to try and resolve the final 
version of the bill. 


Perhaps Congressman Cojuangco has a point. Perhaps, 
everybody should calm down, sit down and think about 
it and look at something workable. In principle, give the 
farmers all the land they want, but in practical reality, 
wait at least until they can do something about it. 
Otherwise, every 10 years, we will have to put up a 
CARP in order to take back from the landowners who 
have bought from the farmers and got it and so on and so 
forth ad infinitum. 


Right now in Laguna, there are tenant-farmers of the 
sixties and seventies who got the land and who are 
themselves landlords. They are leasing it out to other 
farmers to cultivate. That is not a good way to imple- 
ment a comprehensive agrarian reform program. 


Ramos Cites Plan for Mindanao Development 
HK240318 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company 
in English 2300 GMT 23 Mar 88 


[Text] National Defense Secretary Fidel Ramos said the 
Aquino government is ready to respond to MNLF Chair- 
man Nur Misuari’s call for another revolution in the 
southern Philippines. In a talk with Malacanang news- 
men after yesterday's [23 March] meeting of the cabinet 
with the officers involved in regional development, Sec- 
retary Ramos said the government’s response is the 
continuation of the February 1987 People Power revo- 
lution. He stressed that the process of improvement and 
the peaceful development of Mindanao is vital for the 
progress of the area. Details from Art Pabellon: 


[Begin recording] The government’s position, Ramos 
said, is evident in the two most recent trips (?of the 
president) to Tawitawi and General Santos City. These 
are fair indications of the government’s sincerity in 
attending to the economic needs of the people of Min- 
danao, especially the Muslims, he said. Ramos added 
that in Region 9 alone, [words indistinct] Cabinet officer 
for regional development, some P541 million worth of 
projects have been programmed for this year for the five 
provinces of the region, including Zamboanga City. He 
cited the commendable attitude of former rebel leaders 
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who chose the path of peace, adding that [words indis- 
tinct] local MNLF commanders [words indistinct] indi- 
cated that they preferred peaceful development rather 
than the resolution of violence and terrorism. [end 
recording] 


100,000-Peso Bond on PRC Visitors Suspended 
BK241201 Quezon City RPN 9 Television 
English 1030 GMT 24 Mar 88 


[Text] Immigration Commissioner Miriam Santiago 
today announced the suspension of the 100,000-peso 
cash bond requirement imposed on visitors of the Peo- 
ple’s Republic of China. Santiago announced the suspen- 
sion at the end of the first round of bilateral talks 
between Philippine and Chinese officials concerning 
overstaying Chinese visitors to the Philippines. In lieu of 
the cash bond requirement, both panels agreed on cer- 
tain measures to solve the problem of overstaying, the 
details of which would be announced later. Santiago 
added that the suspension of the cash bond requirement 
came as a gesture of goodwill and an expression of faith 
from both countries. 


ASEAN Fund To Allocate $450 Million 
HK231149 Manila MANILA BULLETIN in English 
23 Mar 88 p 25 


[By Ellen S. Marcelo] 


[Text] Trade and Industry Undersecretary Tomas I. 
Alcantara yesterday expressed concern on the likely 
inability of the private sector to absorb the $450 million 
that would be allocated to the Philippines out of the $2 
billion ASEAN-Japan Development Fund [AJDF] for a 
two-year period. 


Alcantara said that the $450-million allocation, which 
the Japai.ese government approved during a meeting 
held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, early this month, 
would translate to about P13.5 billion worth of projects 
based on a 70:30 debt-to-equity ratio. 


Although the amount has already been agreed upon 
among the four ASEAN member states (Philippines, 
Malaysia, Indonesia and Thailand) which would be 
getting some $400 million each, the allocation would be 
done on a first-come first-served basis, he said. 


He, however, explained that the Philippine Government 
in various discussions with the local commercial banks, 
which would be the conduit of the AJDF through the 
Central Bank, has already drawn up an expanded list of 
projects to be financed during the first two years. 


These included projects with export potential such as the 
electronics industry, automotive components and spare 
parts, food processing ceramics, metal engineering, 
chemical, furniture, plastic moulding, gold wire and 
agro-based industries. 
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The other priority areas identified by the DTI [Depart- 
ment of Trade and Industry] were the industrial rehabil- 
itation and modernization programs covering the textile, 
cement, chemical and shipping industries as well as the 
agro and forest-based sectors. 


It also listed certain domestic market-based projects 
such as the components for mass housing, high alumina 
refractories, construciion materials, packaging, printing 
and meat production and processing. Three other 
ASEAN industrial joint ventures—the copper fabrica- 
tion plant, the automotive components under the indus- 
trial complementation scheme, and household electrical 
and electronic products—were qualified for financing by 
the AJDF. 


Alcantara said that the AJDF is expected to spur expan- 
sion in new ventures because of attractive terms of the 
package, including the longer repayment terms fixed 
interest rate and the lesser risk involved since the 
amount is denominated in pesos. 


He, however, cautioned the possible difficulty that might 
arise from the inability of the government to provide the 
necessary infrastructure, power, te\€ommunication 
facilities, and other support services. 


As agreed during the meeting in Malaysia, the $2-billion 
fund, which would specifically come from the Overseas 
Economic Cooperation Fund, the Export-Import Bank 
of Japan and in the form of equity through the Japan- 
ASEAN Investment Corp., about $300 million is to be 
allotted under Category A. 


30-Percent Increase in Foreign Equity Inflow 
HK231205 Manila MANILA BULLETIN in English 
22 Mar 88 p 22 


[Text] The inflow of foreign equity in local businesses 
reached P97.9 million last month, a 30.4 percent 
increase over the P75.1-million level posted in January 
and a remarkable 111.0-percent growth over that of 
February 1987, recent statistics from the Securities and 
Exchange Commission (SEC) show. 


The financial input was provided by 77 new local busi- 
nesses with foreign interests registered last month which 
aggregately contributed P17.9 million in terms of initial 
capital while the bulk came from foreign reinvestments 
in 10 existing local enterprises amounting to a dispro- 
portionate P80.1 million for the same period. 


The SEC attributed the rise in foreign capital inflow to 
investors’ in the business climate brought about by the 
“restoration of our democratic governmental machin- 
ery” as well as increased non-Filipino equity participa- 
tion in ongoing local businesses. 
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The hike in foreign capital, however, stems not from the 
initial investments of newly-registered local firms with 
foreign equity last month considering the 30.9-percent 
decrease in the figure (P17.9 million) compared with 
January’s level of P25.9 million. 


The capital increase was accounted for by the 63.10- 
percent improvement noted by the SEC in the terms of 
foreign reinvestments in the ten local business entities 
from the level of P49.1 million in January to P80.1 
million. 


Compared with their year-ago levels, foreign equity in 
new firms last month was higher by 132.5 percent than 
the February 1987 figure of P7.7 million, while capital 
reinvestments were higher by 106.9 percent last month 
than the P38.7 million posted for the same period last 
year. 


The Chinese were the leading foreign capitalists in new 
entities last month, pouring in P9.4 million or 52.5 
percent of the total. Americans boosted foreign reinvest- 
ments by infusing P44.6 million, representing 55.7 per- 
cent of total foreign additional capital in existing busi- 
nesses. 


IMF Said Satisfied with Economic Progress 
HK220851 Manila BUSINESS STAR in English 
22 Mar 88 p I1 


[By Gethsemane M. Selirio] 


[Text] The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has 
found “satisfactory” the economic progress attained by 
the Philippines over the past two years. 


This favorable assessment will pave the way for the 
release in the next three months of the last two tranches 
(worth 70 million special drawing rights, or roughlyl$98 
million) of the country’s standby credit facility, govern- 
ment officials said. 


Monetary and fiscal authorities have both reported that 
the IMF team—now on its second week of reviewing the 
economy—has so far been impressed with the 5.1 per- 
cent growth in the gross national product (GNP) the 
curbing of inflation, the stable foreign exchange rate and 
other positive macroeconomic indicators set since 1986. 


Central Bank governor Jose B. Fernandez Jr. has indi- 
cated that upon completion of the IMF annual review, 
the sixth tranche of the standby credit facility (worth 35 
million special drawing rights, or roughly $49 million) 
will be released. 


The last tranche of the standby credit line, meanwhile, is 
expected to be released by the Fund before the expiration 
of the facility in June this year. This seventh tranche is 
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also worth 35 million SDRs [Special Drawing Rights] 
and is part of the total 198 million SDRs (roughly $527 
million) committed by the Fund under its standby credit 
arrangement. 


Finance Secretary Vicente R. Jayme also reported yes- 
terday that technical discussions with the IMF team last 
week revealed that the Fund was satisfied with the 
government’s economic recovery program. 


Finance officials attributed the country’s growth to the 
policy measures set in place by the Aquino government. 


The IMF team which has been in Manila since March 14 
is conducting a two-week Article IV consultation. An 
Article IV consultation is an annual dialog held between 
a creditor-nation and the Fund focusing on the country’s 
adjustment to the global economy. 


Aquino To Visit Switzerland in June 
HK220937 Hong Kong AFP in English 0922 GMT 
22 Mar 88 


[Text] Manila, March 22 (AFP)}—Philippine President 
Corazon Aquino will travel to Switzerland in June to 
attend a conference of the International Labour Organi- 
sation (ILO), the organisation’s director confirmed here 
Tuesday. 


Mrs Aquino has accepted an invitation to attend the 
meeting in Geneva June 14, ILO director general Francis 
Blanchard told reporters after a meeting with the Phil- 
ippines leader. 


Some 150 delegations from around the world are 
expected to attend the ILO conference. 


Presidential spokesman Danilo Gozo said Mrs Aquino 
would go on to Berne for a working visit after addressing 
the ILO meeting and she would also visit Italy. 


Mr Blanchard said he briefed Mrs Aquino on the con- 
ference’s agenda which wowld include human rights. 


He declined to comment directly on the condition of 
workers in this country of 58 million people where per 
capita income is less than 700 dollars a year and where 
the minimum daily wage is 64 pesos (3.04 dollars). 


“You in the Philippines are confronted by very tough 
problems in the field of employment because you have a 
high demographic expansion... and therefore you have a 
problem of unemployment, underemployment exactly in 
the same way as Indonesia or China,” he said. 
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Thailand 


Prem, Chawalit ‘Under Fire’ at Briefing 
BK250141 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
25 Mar 88 pp I, 3 


[Text] Army commander-in-Chief General Chawalit 
Yongchaiyut and Prime Minister Prem Tinsulanon came 
under fire yesterday during a heated Foreign Ministry 
briefing on the Ban Romklao conflict in Parliament. 


The MPs and senators who attended the morning brief- 
ing for the House Foreign and Military Affairs commit- 
tees and other interested members of both Houses, said 
that Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila faced some criti- 
cism but Gen Chawalit and Gen Prem were the prime 
targets of the questioners. 


Sources said Chat Thai MP for Bangkok Col Prachak 
Sawangchit, a former Young Turk officer who fought the 
Vietnamese at Non Mak Mun and later became involved 
in the 1981 abortive coup told the meeting he felt that 
Gen Chawalit had mishandled the military operations 
against Laotian forces. 


Once the fighting had started, Thailand should not have 
agreed to negotiate while it had yet to gain a clear-cut 
military advantage, Col Prachak said. 


“Political negotiations should be undertaken only if you 
have gained a military edge. Then you can go to the 
negotiating table in a position of strength. 


“Without this military advantage, you have no bargain- 
ing power. You have nothing to bargain with. And the 
negotiations will have no clear objectives. That is why 
the negotiations with Laos have not been successful,” 
Col Prachak said. 


“We lost ever since we arranged our fighting forces— 
using the rangers for this type of battle (instead of the 
infantry), he was quoted as saying. 


“Gen Chawalit may have come first in his Staff College 
exam. I also came first in my Staff College exam and I 
would not have done this,” he said. 


He added: “In terms of actual fighting, it can be said that 
he has failed his exam because the fighting was not a 
success. In terms of operations, we lost because it is our 
territory. 


“And we should not have withdrawn from the ground we 
have already recaptured, because we had nothing to 
bargain with on the negotiating table. 


“IT have never been afraid of Laos. I am ready to be the 
Mae Thap (commander) for Thailand, but not under this 
prime minister. If M.R. Khukrit Pramot was prime 
minister, I would attack Vientiane and take over Laos 
for you,” Col Prachak said. 
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Addressing the meeting after the briefing by ACM [Air 
Chief Marshall] Sitthi and his officials, Col Prachak said 
that he wanted to speak on behalf of the Foreign Minister 
and say that the target of criticism and a possible 
no-confidence motion should not be the minister him- 
self. 


‘Foreign Minister Sitthi is the wrong target. Those who 
must take the responsibility for this are Gen Prem and 
Gen Chawalit,” Col Prachak said. 


Some MPs criticised the negotiations with Laos, likening 
them to a soccer game in which Laos has control of the 
ball most of the time. Others asked what Gen Prem was 
doing to “‘gain control of the ball”’ and to guarantee that 
Thai territorial integrity and honour will not be trampled 
on in the future. 


ACM Sitthi said that negotiations with Laos are difficult 
because of surrounding circumstances. He detailed some 
of them for the MPs, who declined to reveal what they 
were. 


However, they said that ACM Sitthi blamed the Press for 
having covered the incident in a manner that was favour- 
able to Laos. 


He charged that the Press had become a tool of Laos and 
pointed to television coverage of the recent negotiations 
in Vientiane in which more time was given to the 
Laotian side instead of the Thai side. 


Democrat MP for Bangkok Wichit Wisetsuwannaphum 
and Ruam Thai MP for Lampang Bunlong Thakhamphu 
asked why the military had let the Laotian forces build 
concrete bunkers on Hill 1428 to the extent that bomb- 
ing and artillery failed to dislodge them during the 


fighting. 


Dr Wichit also asked: “If the military knew that the 
disputed Ban Romklao area belongs to Thailand, what 
have the soldiers been doing? The concrete bunkers show 
that they (Laotian soldiers) have been there for some 
time.” 


Dr Wichit said that Laos has no cement factory and 
alleged that the cement used to build their concrete 
bunkers on Hill 1428 was bought in Phitsanulok Prov- 
ince and taken to Laos on 1|0-wheel trucks. 


“The military has so many intelligence gathering units. 
And they have such a large secret budget allocated to 
them each year. Do they not know anything about all 
this?” Dr Wichit asked. 


The Army-Foreign Ministry liaison officer, Lt-Gen Cha- 
ran Kunlawanit, said that he himself did not receive 
reports. 


“It’s not possible to station troops all along the border,” 
Lt-Gen Charan replied. 
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Some MPs also criticised the decision to send Khunying 
Phankhrua Yongchaiyut and the wives of Thai com- 
manders to Vientiane. 


ACM Sitthi said that the problem with the negotiations 
was that Laos rejected the key map accompanying the 
1907 Franco-Siamese Treaty, which is accepted by the 
international community and had been used by Laos at 
the United Nations. 


He said that the way Laos has been negotiating showed 
that they wanted the situation to lead to another conflict 
in which the use of force is necessary again. It showed 
that Laos no longer wanted “brotherly relations” with 
Thailand. 


He said Thailand always tried to facilitate the negotia- 
tions but Laos did the opposite and charged that Thai- 
land did not want to negotiate. 


ACM Sitthi said the Ban Romklao problem is hard to 
resolve because it ‘does not always proceed in accor- 
dance with diplomatic ways”. He said, however, that he 
had always been informed of what the military was doing 
in connection with the dispute. 


“I came into politics at this point in time without hoping 
for anything anymore. Even though I am cursed and 
attacked I can stand it. What I am doing is for the benefit 
of the country,” ACM Sitthi said. 


Asked after the briefing if he sympathised with the 
Foreign Ministry after having heard their explanation, 
House Speaker Chuan Likphai said: “If you think that 
you are right, you should not show weakness or ask for 
sympathy from others. You just do your job.” 


ACM Sitthi said after the briefing that he accepted the 
proposals of the MPs and would pass them on to the 
military and the National Security Council. 


He said that he was not concerned about the Opposi- 
tion’s censure bid. “I am not worried about my political 
future, I am only worried about the interests of the 
country.” 


Prem Criticized for Indecision Over Ban Romklao 
BK251137 Bangkok SIAM RAT in Thai 
25 Mar 88 p 8 


[Editorial: “‘How Far Do You Want To Destroy Democ- 
racy?”’] 


[Text] On 24 March, Foreign Minister Air Chief Marshal 
Sitthi Sawetsila led a team of Foreign Ministry officials 
responsible for the Thai-Lao dispute in Ban Romklao of 
Phitsanulok Province to brief the House Military Affairs 
Committee and the House Foreign Affairs Committee 
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on the Ban Romklao issue. The results of the briefing 
satisfied the MPs somewhat because nobody expressed a 
negative reaction or wanted to question Air Chief Mar- 
shal Sitthi further. 


However, it was noted that several members of the 
House Foreign Affairs Committee did not attend the 
briefing. Regrettably, there were no inquiries on several 
points of the issue. So, it can be expected that there will 
not be a no-confidence debate against Air Chief Marshal 
Sitthi after parliament reconvenes, because his briefing 
brought sympathy for the role of the Foreign Ministry, 
which is limited to a certain line. But, who set the line? 
Prime Minister General Prem Tinsulanon is the one who 
knows this matter well. 


From now on, we should stop criticizing the Foreign 
Ministry and the military on the Ban Romklao issue. 
Instead, we should begin finding the faults in Prime 
Minister Prem’s leadership so that General Prem can 
correct them and correctly administer the country in line 
with the rights and duties provided for under the dem- 
ocratic system. 


We are of the opinion that General Prem, in his capacity 
as leader of the government, has tried to avoid making 
decisions and setting clear guidelines on solving the Ban 
Romklao problem because he fears that he will be 
blamed or lose his popularity if he makes mistakes. 


General Prem’s avoidance of problems has caused the 
military to act in one way while the Foreign Ministry has 
acted in another, causing the public to believe that a 
conflict exists. 


As a result, there is no use in saying that there is no rift 
between the military and the Foreign Ministry. Any 
attempt to say that there is no rift would only emphasize 
that a conflict does exist. 


We sympathize with both the military and the Foreign 
Ministry, which have been embarrassed and become the 
public victims of Lao propaganda. We doubt that Gen- 
eral Prem can persist in his indecisive stand. Where is his 
sense of leadership? We want to know who can make 
General Prem really administer the country in accor- 
dance with the democratic system before it is too late. 


CAP Leader Says Sitthi To Face Questioning 
BK250153 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
25 Mar 88 p 2 


[Text] Community Action Party [CAP] leader Bunchu 
Rothanasathian reaffirmed yesterday that Foreign Min- 
ister Sitthi Sawetsila would have to answer questions 
over his ministry’s handling of the Ban Romklao dis- 
pute. 
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Mr. Bunchu, speaking for the first time since former 
premier M.R. Khukrit Pramot criticised him for suggest- 
ing Army commander Gen Chawalit Yongchaiyut take 
over negotiations instead of ACM [Air Chief Marshal] 
Sitthi, said he had never stipulated who should be the 
person to negotiate. 


A certain period would be allowed to lapse before 
questions are raised as to where the Foreign Ministry 
made mistakes, he said. 


Mr Bunchu said questions should focus not only on Ban 
Romklao but on foreign policy starting from the period 
following Gen Kriangsak Chamanan’s administration. 


“We have to see how the country’s foreign policy devel- 
oped from that period,” he said. 


Denying he stipulated that Gen Chawalit should lead the 
negotiations, Mr Bunchu said he believed a person more 
suited and capable should be chosen. 


His comments came after he was asked if he agreed with 
Supreme Command Chief-of-Staff Gen Sunthon Khong- 
somphong’s suggestion that Gen Chawalit take up nego- 
tiations. 


Asked why he did not attend the Foreign Ministry 
briefing at Parliament yesterday, Mr Bunchu said he was 
attending another House committee session. 


Daily Says Laos Seeking Removal of Sitthi 
BK241127 Bangkok SIAM RAT in Thai 
24 Mar 88 p 8 


[Editorial: ‘Laos’ Motive for Delaying the Game”’] 


[Text] If a nationwide poll on the Thai-Lao border 
dispute were conducted right now, we would not be sure 
how much confidence the people have in the govern- 
ment’s role in seeking a solution to the dispute because 
they do not know: 


1. What are the real objectives of the government in 
trying to negotiate with Laos? 


2. Why is Laos not sincere in the negotiations? It has 
launched propaganda attacking Thailand publicly all the 
time and has not been trying to cooperate to solve the 
problem. 


3. What action will the government take to settle the 
border dispute in Ban Rom*ktan? 


Judging from the movene 0f the Foreign Ministry, 
although there has been no . ear announcement on its 
methods in talks with Laos, we can see that the Thai side 
has tried to call for the establishment of a joint commit- 
tee to settle the Romklao problem in a compromising 
and brotherly manner with sincerity. As time passes, 
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Laos seems to want to drag the issue into the interna- 
tional political arena by trying to show that Laos is a 
small country being bullied by Thailand. Such an anal- 
ysis should be correct because while Thailand is modest 
and behaves like an adult, Laos sent Souban Salitthilat, 
Lao deputy foreign minister, to accuse Thailand public- 
ly, distorting the real position of Thailand. 


It would be too much to accuse Laos of being dou- 
ble-faced in dealing with Thailand. Is it possible that 
there is also a split between the military and civilian 
officials in the Lao administrative circles over the talks 
with Thailand? But, if there is no internal conflict in 
Laos, it means that Laos may intend to resort to double 
dealing to create confusion in Thailand so it can take the 
opportunity to drive a wedge in Thailand. Its important 
objective is to get Air Chief Marshal Sitthi Sawetsila 
removed from the position of foreign minister by expect- 
ing that the opposition will launch a no-confidence 
motion against him when the parliament reconvenes. If 
this is true, it shows that Laos is not working alone but is 
part of the bloc of socialist countries which wants to get 
rid of Air Chief Marshal Sitthi, who is known as a most 
important anticommunist person among the foreign 
ministers. 


We still remember that long ago Air Chief Marshal Sitthi 
said that the issue of Vietnamese withdrawal from Cam- 
bodia depends on who will be the more patient—the 
ASEAN group or the Indochinese bloc. So, if Foreign 
Minister Sitthi were not there, the Indochinese side 
would be much relieved. 


Paper Analyzes Border Talks With Laos 


View of Military’s Role 
BK210151 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
21 Mar 88 p 8 


[First of three-part series on Thai-Lao talks” by Kawi 
Chongkittawon, entitled “Military Poised to Take Dip- 
lomatic Lead—Again’’—italics rendered as published] 


[Text] “It is a war of attrition,” said a senior foreign 
ministry official after the two-day second round of 
border talks in Vientiane. 


The remark could very well summarize the Thai-Laos 
political negotiations and their future trends. Where do 
the two countries go from now? More fighting? Abso- 
lutely not. 


In terms of diplomatic ties, the verbal exchanges of 
spokesmen from Thailand and Laos at the post-meeting 
press conference epitomized the deep mutual mistrust 
between these two countries. 


To understand the current sentiment, the so-called ‘‘ban 
phi, muang nong, ’’ [relationship of a big brother to a little 
brother] the concept used to highlight the affinity and 
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closeness of Thailand and Laos, must be forgotten. The 
concept has been over-used and most of time is a cliche 
expressed without looking at the reality. 


hough Thailand and Laos come from the same ethnic 
group and share similarities in language, custom and 
culture, they are brothers, but by no means friends. The 
political developments after the 1975 revolution in Laos, 
particularly since the 1985 three-village and the more 
recent Ban Romklao border disputes, strongly indicate 
that the fraternal ties have drifted off to the point of no 
return. 


Failure after two rounds of talks to reach an agreement 
on a simple mechanism, proposed by Thailand, to settle 
the border problem between Phitsanulok Province of 
Thailand and Sayaboury Province of Laos is a real 
barometer of the Thai-Lao ties. We should have no 
illusions about it. 


The cease-fire truce brought about by Thai Army chief 
Chawalit Yongchaiyut and Laotian Army Chief of Staff 
Sisavat Keobounphan on Feb 19 was the result of 
necessity and dictated by circumstance—to halt heavy 
casualties of war from both sides—rather than the 
strengthening of friendship. 


Certainly credit must be given to the Thai and Lao 
military leaders for seeing the need to stop the 90-day 
war over the 75-square-kilometre area. But that’s all. 


To justify the cease-fire agreement after the life and 
death confrontation and heavy losses in the disputed 
area, both sides have initiated a series of exchanges, 
confined to military and cultural activities, including 
visits by wives of top militlary brass from Thailand and 
Laos. 


Chawalit and Sisavat may have their own visions of how 
Thai-Lao relatiosns could develop, but their good inten- 
tion has very little bearing on Thai-Lao diplomatic ties. 


The new-found Thai-Lao military rapport did provide a 
stepping stone for the current poltical negotiation 
between the two countries. In that case, it was a blessing. 


But to suggest that military negotiations should replace 
diplomatic ones is a fallacy and in the long run could 
hamper bilateral relations. 


However, the stalemate after two rounds of talks has 
again brushed aside the diplomatic negotiations. 
Already, Thai Armed Forces Chief of Staff Sunthon 
Khongsomphong has said the military should deal with 
Laos to demarcate the border. 


Sunthon would head a new joint technical committee, to 
which Vientiane has not yet responded, to verify and 
redraw the borderline. 
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lt is interesting to note that in Thailand there are vast 
differences between the Thai military and Foreign Min- 
istry in their approach to security matters and interna- 
tional affairs. The two are independent branches of the 
government. But in the case of Laos, government agen- 
cies, including military and Foreign Ministry, come 
under the banner of the party. The party speaks for the 
whole country. 


With this distinction in mind, it is not hard to under- 
stand why the recent rounds of political negotiations 
failed. Indeed, Vientiane has been able to capitalize on 
the differences between the Thai military and foreign 
ministry. 


Laos also understands that in Thailand, as far as security 
matters pertaining to neighbouring countries are con- 
cerned, the militlary reigns supreme. To gain conces- 
sions from Thailand, Laos directly deals with the Thai 
military, much to the chagrin of the Foreign Ministry. 


The strengthening of military ties between Thailand and 
Burma was a case in point. It has greatly boosted 
bilateral relatiun; covering all spheres, including the 
economic and technical relations, in the past few years. It 
is possible because Burma is a neutral country. Burma is 
the only socialist country with which Thai traders can 
freely do business without a list of embragoed products. 


But the increased cooperation in Thai-Lao military rela- 
tions apparently does not have the same effect as with 
Burma. That’s because of Laotian solidarity with the 
Indochinese states and its alignment with the Soviet 
bloc. 


The special relations between Laos and its communist 
neighbours explains the main difference and scope of 
approaches between the Thai military and Foreign Min- 


istry. 


The Thai military understands this relationship well, but 
its priority is now solely focused on the aftermath of 
90-day war. Already, Laos has hailed its victory over the 
Thai military, though without naming names. 


The Thai military now must restore public confidence in 
its ability to defend the national sovereignty. Public 
bewilderment on this issue has not faded away. 


It would be logical for the military to step in now to solve 
the demarcation problem in the disputed area after Laos 
rejected the Thai Foreign Ministry. But if the military 
makes its bed, it will have to sleep there. 


The ministry certainly would not mind if the military 
can be a panacea to the Thai-Lao border problem. 


“It does not matter who gets the credit as long as the 
border dispute at Ban Romklao is duly solved,” a senior 
foreign ministry official told THE NATION last night. 
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The officials felt that Laos could have agreed with the 
Thai proposal in Vientiane. “Now the onus is on the 
military,”’ the official said. 


It is very clear that Laos would not budge an inch in 
dealing with the Foreign Ministry. The failure of two 
rounds of Thai-Lao talks showed Laos’ apprehension 
toward the ministry. Vientiane’s main target is Foreign 
Minister Sitthi Sawetsila. 


“The two-day negotiation in Vientiane turned out to be 
a debate between Bounkeut and Krit,” the official said. 
Bounkeut Sengsomsak is deputy head of Lao Foreign 
Ministry’s International Organization and Krit Khan- 
chanakunchon is deputy director general of Thai Foreign 
Ministry’s Legal and Treaty Department. They domi- 
nated the discussions on the interpretation of 1907 
Siamese-Franco Treaty. 


The official said the ministry pressed Sunthon to head 
the joint technical committee because “Laos would 
eventually find it difficult to reject a committee led by a 
military leader,” he said. 


And it is highly likely that Laos would propose a similar 
committee to match Sunthon’s team. To achieve this, 
Chawalit and Sisavat would meet again in Bangkok 
23-25 March as Sunthon suggested. Sisavat has already 
accepted Chawalit’s invitation. 


In Vientiane last week, Sisavat told Lt Gen Charan 
Kunlawanit, a military liaison officer attached to the 
Foreign Ministry, that the military negotiations should 
serve as the model for the betterment of Thai-Lao 
relations. 


But it remains to be seen whether future military nego- 
tiations can lead to the redemarcation of the whole 1650 
km Thai-Lao border as the Foreign Ministry has suggest- 
ed, or only in the dispute Phitsanulok/Sayaboury area. 


Interpretations of 1907 Treaty 
BK220259 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
22 Mar 88 p 8 


[““Second of three-part series on Thai-Lao talks” by Kawi 
Chongkitthawon, entitled “Different Interpretation Is a 
Matter of Sincerity’—italics rendered as published] 


[Text] One major hindrance contributing to the recent 
failure of Thai-Lao talks was the different interpretations 
of the 1907 Siamese-Franco Treaty and the undated map 
drawn up by the Siamese-Franco Demarcation Commis- 
sion. 


After exhaustive exchanges of legal evidence and maps 
during the second round of talks in Vientiane, the Thai 
Ambassador to Vientiane, Nirun Phanuphong, told The 
Nation that the Thai-Lao negotiations have become a 
vicious circle with no end and no progress in sight. 
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Throughout the two rounds of talks, Thailand criticized 
Laos for its “overly selective approach,” which was an 
attempt to pick certain phrases out of the whole text of 
the treaty as a basis for negotiation. 


Laos said the Nam Huang River is the demarcation line 
between Thailand and Laos, not the Nam Huang Nga 
River as the Thais suggested. 


Thailand noted that the Nam Huang River, a tributary of 
the Mekong River, branches off into two rivers: one 
flows along Nam Huang Nga from its source at Phu 
Khao Miang and the other along the small Nam Huang 
Pa Man river from its source at Phu Soi Dao. 


Bui Laos argues that the Thai-Lao borderline follows 
Nam Huang Pa Man to Phu Soi Dao, which runs deep 
inside more than 80 square kilometres of Thai territory. 


Bounkeut Sangsomsak, deputy head of Lao Foreign 
Ministry’s International Organization, said the treaty 
does not mention the Nam Huang Nga River. 


The treaty says in its Article II that: As for Luang 
Prabang, the boundary detaches from the Mekong, in the 
south, at the mouth of the Nam Huang and follows the 
thalweg of that river to its source, which is situated at Phu 
Khao Miang. From there, the boundary follows the line of 
the watershed between the Mekong and the Menam and 
terminates at the point on the Mekong called Keng Pha 
Dai, in conformity with the boundary lines adopted by the 
preceding Demarcation Commission on 16 January 1906. 


According to Krit Khanchanakunchon, deputy director 
general of Thai Foreign Ministry’s Legal and Treaty 
Department, the treaty clearly stipulates that the bound- 
ary follows the Nam Huang upward to its source at Phu 
Khao Mieng, after which the watershed will determine 
the borderline to the area called Keng Pha Dai. 


“At the point where Nam Huang branches off into 
Huang Pa Man and Nam Huang Nga, the treaty took as 
the borderline the river originating at Phu Khao Mieng, 
namely Nam Huang Nga River.” he said. 


Sarot Chawanawirat, the Foreign Ministry spokesman, 
said that Laos deliberately ignored the comprehensive 
text of Article II but instead picked only phrases that 
served Lao arguments. 


“If Laos used the full text, the borderline in the treaty 
would be different from the borderline cited by Laos,” he 
said, adding that the source of the river Laos recognizes 
to be the border is not Phu Khao Miang, but Phu Soi 
Dao, which is not mentioned in the treaty. 


Even the name “Phu Soi Dao” was a point of contention 
during negotiations. Laos said Phu Khao Miang and Phu 
Soi Dao are the same hill in the Laotian language. 
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Sarot said that during the second day of talks, Bounkeuth 
backed up that Laotian argument by referring to a map 
drawn up by the Siamese-France Demarcation Commis- 
sion, depicting the Paklai area, that states Phu Soi Dao 
and Phu Khao Miang are the same name. 


He said the interesting thing is that Phu Soi Dao which 
Laos mentioned is on the map depicting the Nam Huang 
River section. “The Phu-Soi-Dao in this section clearly 
stated that it is a different hill both from Phu Miang or 
Khao Miang,” Sarot pointed out. 


Laos also said that the Nam Huang Nga River means 
“River Little Huang,” in the Laotian dialect, which was 
cited in a document used as a secondary source. Thai- 
land said such evidence could not override the treaty 
that was accepted by both Siam and France, which used 
to rule Laos. After its independence, Laos succeeded to 
the rights and responsibilities stipulated by that treaty. 


In effect, the map is considered by Thailand as a legally 
binding document. 


The two countries agreed to a Feb 19 truce after 90 days 
of war over the disputed area of Thailand’s Phitsanulok 
and Lao’s Sayaboury provinces that led to two rounds of 
negotiations, which ended last week. 


Another point of contention was an undated map, which 
was cited by Thailand as evidence that the disputed area 
is inside Thailand. 


Phanthong Phommahasai, the Laotian Foreign Ministry 
spokesman, told a press conference that the 1907 treaty 
did not have any map attached and therefore Vientiane 
could not consider the map as a legaliy binding docu- 
ment. The map has been verified by France. 


In response, Sarot said that never before has Thailand 
said there were maps attached to the treaty in question. 
Yet, the map was drawn up by the French following the 
Thai request. The World Court has ruled that the map is 
a part of the 1907 treaty. 


The spokesman said that during the first round of 
negotiation over the 1985 three-village dispute, Laos 
conceded to all rights and responsibilities. 


For example, the Laotian delegation issued two impor- 
tant documents, which circulated in the United Nations, 
showing the same map Thailand used in its recent 
presentation. 


The two documents were dated Sept 4, 1984 and Oct 2, 
1984. In the latter document, Sarot said, was the official 
White Paper issued by the Laotian Foreign Ministry, 
which contained the very same map Laos tried to dispute 
during the most recent talks. In the White Paper, it 
specifically said that the map was the annex to the treaty 
(Carte Annexe au traite Franco-Siamois du 23 Mars 
1907). 
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Before the second round of talks ended, Krit made the 
following observation” on the undated map: Even 
though Laos has changed its mind over the past three 
years on the validity of this map, it does not change Laos’ 
legal bind‘ng status. 


Krit also emphasized it was the Laotian Foreign Minis- 
try which declared that the map was annexed to the 
treaty. 


At the end of the meeting, Sarot said Thailand can 
always wait and will not push Laos for an answer, which 
Laos so far has completely turned down. “Sooner or 
later, the world will find out the truth that the disputed 
area is inside Thailand,” the spokesman said. 


Both sides now will begin negotiations once again, but 
this time through Chawalit and Sisavat. If the two 
military leaders could settle this problem in the nick of 
time, as they did when they met to arrange the cease-fire, 
it certainly will raise doubts about the real purpose of 
Laotian interpretation, which bogged down the negotia- 
tions. 


Thailand strongly believes the Laotian interpretation is a 
deliberate attempt to slow down the negotiations and 
embarrass the Thai Foreign Ministry. 


“During the first round of negotiations, Thailand made 
it clear that it was eager to settle the dispute. But Laos 
decided to play for time,”’ Sarot said. 


Laos continues to insist that Thailand’s interpretation 
was not valid. 


Assessment of Lao Negotiating Style 
BK230145 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
23 Mar 8& p 8 


[“Last of three-part series on Thai-Lao talks” by Kawi 
Chongkitinawon, entiued ‘“Talk-Ramwong-1 alk-Ram- 
wong: The Lao Tactic is Working?’’] 


[Text] The Thai-Lao conflict is heating up again. It has 
something to do with the Laotian negotiating style. 
Which is unique, tough, relentless and very unconven- 
tional. 


Indeed, it was the Lac negotiating tactic over the dis- 
puted area between Phitsanulok and Sayaboury Prov- 
inces that drove the Thai negotiators up the wall. It is 
common .o see the Thuis sigh while the Laoticzas grin at 
the end of a meeting. 


Thais who have sat through negotiating sessions with the 
Laotians have all agreed the Laotians usually go for long 
negotiations—the longer the better because they can 
wear down the Thais. They admitted they do not have 
the perseverance of the Laotians. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


“They have an advantage over the Thais. They can take 
the afternoon nap,” said Niran Phanuphong, the Thai 
ambassador to Laos. 


The Lao negotiators not only iove to talk and to take an 
afternoon nap but they also love to ramwong [folk dance] 
between talks as well. 


The Thai delegates have coined the term “talk-ramwong- 
talk, talk-ramwong-talk” to describe the Lao negotiating 
style. Almost every session will have a ramwong folk 
dance intermission in between and at the end of talks. 


Last week’s talks in Vientiane could have dragged on for 
an extra day if chief Thai negotiator M.R. Kasemsamo- 
son Kasemsi had not insisted that the talks be concluded 
within two days. 


“Negotiations with Laos usually are very tedious. We all 
want results but they want to talk,” said Suwit Suthanu- 
kun, secretary-general of the National Security Council, 
who attended the two previous Thai-Lao talks. 


The official attributed this to the common language used 
by both sides. When Laos presented its arguments in the 
Lao lauguage, ine Thai team uiide: stand without neeJing 
to go through an interpreter and vice versa. 


“Since we speak almost the same language we tend to 
Carry On our conversation more easily and sometimes 
joke about it,” Suwit said, adding that there is no 
meaning lost in the Thai-Lao negotiation. 


“It is unlike the Thai-Vietnamese negotiations, when 
half the time was spent on translation,” he said. 


According to Kasemsamoson, the Lao negotiators could 
be very unconventional in their diplomatic discourse. At 
ihe Vientiane meeting, Laos quoted extensively f:om 
opinions and articles in the Thai press and tried to use 
them as evidence to prove that the disputed area is inside 
the Lao territory. 


“We have a free press here. We are living in a democratic 
society,”” Kasemsamoson told the Lao delegates when 
they displayed articles in the Thai press criticizing the 
Thai Foreign Ministry. 


Some of the Lao negotiators spent many years in the 
West, Kasemsamoson noted, and should know the free 
press institution well. 


“By the same token, why didn’t Laos use the comment 
by M.R. Khukrit Pramot?” he asked. Khukrit recently 
wrote a sarcastic piece in his SIAM RAT column arguing 
that it was about time to “torch Vientiane.” 
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Observers said that this kind of media manipulation is 
rather common among communist countries, which 
want to take advantage of the diversity of views to drive 
a wedge in the public domain, focusing on different key 
foreign policies. 


In the case of Thailand, the Lao tactics work very well. 
By quoting Thai articles critical of senior government 
officials, Laos has been able to upset the so-called “ruling 
class.” 


Not only that but, left with 110 choice, Thai auchorities 
took their grievance to the Thai press, issuing a warning, 
much to the embarrassment of the country. 


The Lao media are active before a negotiating session 
takes place, normally playing up their propaganda to 
discredit visiting negotiators, with or without naming 
names. 


For example, the day before the Vientiane talks began, 
KHAO SAN PATHET LAO (KPL) quoted at length an 
article in SIAM RAT calling the Foreign Ministry a 
“snob” and said Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila had 
made a faux pas in criticizing the Laotian ambassador to 
Thailand. 


After the ceasefire agreement, which Vientiane has 
treated as a historic military “victory” over Thailand, 
Laos perceives itself as a negotiator from a stronger 
position. 


Interviews with Thai delegates from the two sessions 
strongly showed that when Laos is in a stronger position, 
it plays tough and stubborn. 


“They won’t give up, they repeat the same thing over and 
over again until you are totally absorbed with their 
remarks. They are very uncompromising,” said Sarasin 
Wiraphon, deputy director general of Foreign Ministry’s 
Political Affairs Department. 


Other Thai legal experts agreed. They said Laos’ one- 
sided interpretation of the 1907 Siamese-Franco Treaty 
and relevant maps would go nowhere. 


“Laos is not interested in the negotiations, they simply 
play along,” said Lt Gen Wichian Sangphaiwan, director 
of Army Survey Department. “Laos wants to show that it 
is a country to be reckoned with.” 


Observers said that the Lao tactic employed in the latest 
rounds of talks was similar to that of the Vietnamese 
when they negotiated with the Americans. The Laotians 
have thoroughly exploited Thailand’s internal splits 
almost every day, during or after negotiations. 


Then they slowly use the splits among various, target 
groups here and produce a new shift or collapse of 
Thailand’s position. 
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A Western diplomat said the Lao tactic is even better 
than Vietnam’s. “Sometimes, Laos can be very subtle, 
and sometimes very blunt,” the diplomat said. “‘It is 
playing the military against the ministry.” 


The rift between the Thai military and the Thai Foreign 
Ministry has been played up by both the Thai and Lao 
press. Directly, it was the work of Laotian guile in full 
practice, analysts said. 


They said the failure of talks was not only aimed at 
dividing the military and Foreign Ministry but demor- 
alizing the Thais in general. It came as no surprise then 
when Foreign Ministry spokesman Sarot Chawanawirat 
quarreled with his Lao counterpart, Phanthong Phom- 
mahasai, at a press conference in Vientiane when Phan- 
thong tried to hold the agreed joint press conference 
without him. 


Sarot said Laos has done that before—trying to condemn 
the other side in a press conference even though there 
was a gentleman’s agreement not to do so. 


In the second round of talks, the Thai spokesman said in 
front of the press that Laos would appear to be concilia- 
tory and ready for concessions while in the closed-door 
negotiations the Laotians would not do so. “Laos could 
then say to the public that it is sincere about a settlement 
while Thailand obstructs it,” Sarot said. 


What has made the Lao tactic work? Some analysts say 
Laos has found willing partners in the Thai military to 
rally against the Foreign Ministry. When the negotia- 
tions conducted by the Foreign Ministry failed, the 
military without delay moved in. 


Thai officials said it is doubtful that the Lao tactic of 
negotiating with the military to discredit the Foreign 
Ministry will succeed. 


““For Laos to do so would have the opposite effect,”’ said 
Lt Gen Wichian. He argues that it would prove Laos has 
no real intention to solve the border problem, but rather 
to interfere with Thai politics. 


Communist Weapons Seized in Northeast 
BK250705 Bangkok Domestic Service in Thai 
1300 GMT 24 Mar 88 


[Text] According to Mukdahan Governor Thanom Cha- 
nuwong, the 19-22 March expansion of Operation “Tha- 
nom Chai” as resulted in the seizure of many commu- 
nist terrorist weapons such as machineguns, RPG’s, 
M-79 grenade launchers, PRC and FM radio sets, docu- 
ments, medicine, and over 10,000 rounds of assorted 
ammunition. The operation is expected to persuade 
15-20 other low level communist terrorists in the prov- 
ince to surrender. Discoveries of more arms caches are 
also expected. The operation had earlier resulted in the 
arrest of a member of the Communist Party of Thailand 
[CPT] Central Committee, who was in charge of zone | 
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of the armed struggle of the upper northeastern region as 
the deputy secretary general of the Northeastern Region 
Committee, and eight of his deputies. 


Army on PRK Border Situation, SRV Economy 
BK250707 Bangkok Domestic Service in Thai 
1300 GMT 24 Mar 88 


[Text] Lieutenant General Sihadet Bunnak, director of 
the Supreme Command Information Office, today 
reported on the Thai-Cambodian border situation dur- 
ing the past month. He said fighting between Vietnamese 
soldiers and patriotic Cambodian forces took place in 
many areas in Cambodia. Shells from heavy weapons fell 
in Aranyaprathet and Khlong Hat Districts of Prachin 
Buri Province, Pong Nam Ron District of Chanthaburi 
Province, and Bo Rai District of Trat Province, causing 
damage to some Thai homes. 


Sihadet said Vietnamese soldiers reportedly have been 
suffering from severe shortages of food and medicine. 
The number of soldiers becoming ill and the number of 
desertions have inreased. These occurrences reflect the 
shortage difficulties in the Vietnamese Army, due to the 
economic problem in Vietnam. Vietnamese leaders have 
admitted that Vietnam’s economy is incomparable to the 
economies of the neighboring countries. 


Evacuation Pianned for Villagers on Burma Border 
BK250055 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
25 Mar 88 p 3 


[Text] Thai authorities in Chiang Mai have planned an 
evacuation of villagers from the border areas where the 
Burmese army has launched a dry-season offensive 
against Wa ethnic rebels. 


Mae Ai district chief Suraphon Mahawat yesterday 
called a meeting among chiefs of local border police, 
paramilitary units and school management to devise an 
evacuation scheme in case the battle spills over into Thai 
territory. 


Col Withit Wetchasat, chie“ 
unit, said Burmese governr: “ops on Tuesday over- 
ran Wa camps in the drive, a Started in the middle 
of this month. About 400 Wa fighters were forced to flee 
into Thailand. 


border patrol police 


Several thousand Burmese troops took part in the first 
major sweep against the anti-government guerrillas’ 
stronghold in the forested hills of Shan State opposite the 
northern border of Thailand, the colonel said. 


Fifteen Wa were killed in a series of clashes but no 
Burmese army casualties were reported, he said. 


Fighting continued yesterday in Burma, according to 
Withit. 
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In another minor clash in the same area, the Burmese 
troops ran into about 80 guerrillas of the drug warlord 
“Khun Sa.” One guerrilla was wounded in the exchange 
of fire. 


Fang district police chief Subin Inthaphan said on Sun- 
day police arrested 39 unarmed Burmese men who 
slipped into the district for illegally entering Thai soil. 
The officer said they were porters hired by Burmese 
army units. 


Meanwhile, the Wa ethnic group has mobilized its 2,500- 
strong forces from small units to defend its fortified 
headquarters in the Doi Mae Ta Kee opposite Mae Ai 
District. 


A Wa source said eight Burmese government troops were 
killed in a clash on Sunday. 


About 500 children, women and elderly people were 
evacuated from the Wa-occupied area on the Burmese 
side of the frontier at Doi Lang. 


Communist and Wa guerrillas are among dozens of 
ethnic minority groups who have fought the Burmese 
government for autonomy since Burma’s independence 
from Britain in 1948. Most operate in the remote hills of 
north and east Burma. 


Official on Border, Timber Trade With Burma 
BK221255 Bangkok Domestic Service in Thai 
1300 GMT 21 Mar 88 


[Text] Deputy Director General of the Information 
Department Wit Rayananon reported on today’s meet- 
ing of the Thai Committee on the Thai-Burmese Border 
Demarcation. The meeting, the first in 1988, was pre- 
sided over by Deputy Foreign Minister 2d Lieutenant 
Praphat Limpaphan. 


The committee agreed with Burma’s proposal that pri- 
ority be given to the boundary delineation along the Sai 
and Ruak Rivers that change courses, and delineation at 
other areas be tackled after completion of the work along 
the two said rivers. Boundary delineation along the Sai 
and Ruak Rivers is based on the deep river channels in 
keeping with the agreement between Thailand and Brit- 
ain. The work has been carried out since 1981. Thailand 
and Burma agreed that the present deep water channels 
in the Sai and Ruak Rivers are the permanent boundary 
dividing Thailand and Burma, and that there is a fair 
guarantee for the use of water, for navigation, and for 
preservati»1 of the present rivers by both parties. A joint 
Thai-Burniese Survey Committee is to be set up in 
charge of drawing maps and installing border markers 
along the common border line. A Thai-Burmese (oint 
project committee will also be set up in cha. .e of 
studying problems arising from the survey and following 
up the progress in the survey and demarcation work. The 
present survey and delineation project along the 43-km 
stretch of the Sai and Ruak Rivers in Chiang Rai 
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Province, which started on 9 July 1987, has been com- 
pleted by 58.3 percent. A number of 902 border markers 
of the total of 990 have been installed. All markers are 
expected to be installed before 31 July this year. The 
deputy director general of the Information Department 
said that once the boundary delineation along the Sai 
and Ruak Rivers is over, survey and demarcation in 
other areas will follow, including the boundary delinea- 
tion along the 392-km Moei River and the coastal 
boundary delineation at the mouth of the Pakchan River 
which is not defined in the treaty between Thailand and 
Britain. 


The Thai Government, in an effort to promote legal 
trade between Thailand and Burma at the border, has 
allowed five border checkpoints to be set up for trade 
and visits between the peoples of both countries. The 
Burmese Government has proposed a sale of valuable 
teak timber to Thailand in two lots. The bidding for the 
first lot of about 12,000 tons in April will be made 
through the Burmese Embassy in Thailand. The trans- 
portation of the timber will be made through Chiang 
Dao Border Checkpoint at Ban Pong Pa Khaem. It is 
estimated that the sale of Burmese timber to Thailand 
would amount to some billion baht in value. 


PRC Envoy Discusses Bilateral Relations 
BK231525 Bangkok ZHONG HUA RIBAO in Chinese 
23 Mar 88 p 4 


[Text] PRC Ambassador to Thailand Zhang Dewei and 
his wife held a dinner in honor of Foreign Minister Air 
Chief Marshall Sitthi Sawetsila and his wife at the 
Chinese Embassy on 21 March. Those invited along with 
the foreign minister were Deputy Foreign Minister and 
Mrs Praphat Limpaphan, Permanent Secretary for For- 
eign Affairs and Mrs Kasemsamoson Kasemsi, and a 
dozen director generals and deputy director generals 
from the ministry departments and their wives. The 
embassy counselors and their wives also attended the 


party. 


During the party, Ambassador Zhang Dewei proposed a 
toast, expressing his heartfelt thanks to Foreign Minister 
Sitthi and his wife and other senior Foreign Ministry 
officials for coming to join the party on the happy 
occasion of the Chinese Lunar New Year of the Golden 
Dragon. 


Ambassador 2.ng Dewei said the the Chinese and Thai 
Governments and peoples had made new progress in 
their joint efforts for close cooperation, friendly relations 
and friendship during the past year. He recalled the Thai 
crown prince’s first visit to China on behalf of his 
majesty the king, saying that it opened a new chapter in 
the history of the Chinese-Thai friendship. Vice Premier 
Wan Li visited Thailand and congratulated his majesty 
the king on his 60th birthday, thus making important 
contributions to the development of Chinese-Thai 
friendship. 
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Ambassador Zhang praised the Thai people, under the 
leadership of Prime Minister Prem, for their achieve- 
ment in economic and social development during the 
past year and for playing a positive role in international 
affairs. He extended heartfelt hopes that the Thai people 
will achieve greater progress in the new year. 


Ambassador Zhang spoke highly of Foreign Minister 
Sitthi, saying that Sitthi has been a famous politician and 
diplomat in the international arena. The Thai Foreign 
Ministry, under the leadership of Foreign Minister Sit- 
thi, attaches great importance to and is closely concerned 
with the development of the Chinese-Thai friendly coop- 
eration. Ambassador Zhang extended his heartfelt 
thanks to Foreign Minister Sitthi and other friends from 
the Foreign Ministry. 


In reply, Foreign Minister Sitthi said that under the joint 
efforts by the two countries in the past year, Thailand 
and China made further progress in their cooperation in 
all fields. Many years of experience have proven that 
China is one of Thailand’s best friends. Thailand 
receives precious assistance from China whenever Thai- 
land encounters difficulties, be it in the economic or 
political fields. China is a trustworthy friend of Thai- 
land. The efforts made by Ambassador Zhang Dewei and 
the embassy officials and the rapid development of the 
Chinese-Thai friendship cannot be separated. Sitthi 
hoped that the Sino-Thai friendly relations will advance 
smoothly in the new year. 


The dinner proceeded in a cordial atmosphere. 


Five Opposition Parties Plan Coalition 
BK240131 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
24 Mar 88 p 2 


[Excerpt] Five opposition parties will form a coalition in 
an attempt to strengthen their position in the upcoming 
parliamentary session and to prepare themselves for the 
next general election, party leaders said. 


The proposed grouping—comprising Prachakon Thai, 
Ruam Thai, United Democratic (UDP), Community 
Action (CAP) and Progressive parties—is based on the 
United Malays National Organization (UMNO), said 
Prachakon leader Samak Suntharawet. 


UMNO, whose member parties join forces in elections, 
has been the backbone of ruling National Front coalition 
governments since Malaysia’s independence in | 957. 


Muan Chon Party, another opposition party, is one of a 
few minor parties not included in the group. The party 
announced that it will act independently in the House of 
Representatives following a dispute when other opposi- 
tion parties refused to endorse its motion against Com- 
merce Minister Montri Phongphanit in November. 
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At the beginning of last year, the five parties agreed to set 
up a Coalition under the banner of ““Benchaphon,” or the 
“Five Forces.” But the planned coalition failed to mate- 
rialize because of rivalry between members. 


The coaltion will be collectively run by secretaries gen- 
eral of the five parties, including the newly-elected 
CAP’s secretary general, Dr Athit Urairat. 


Bunchu Rochanasathian, UThai Phimchaichon, Bun- 
theng Thongsawat and Samak held a press conference at 
Parliament after a one-hour closed-door meeting yester- 
day. 


However, Samak said, the opposition party leaders have 
yet to work out a charter and a suitable name for the 
coalition, which commands 105 MPs, compared to the 
government's 4-party coalition’s 234 members. 


The opposition party leaders said they will ask Parlia- 
ment to give them an office. [passage omitted] 


Vietnam 


Foreign Ministry Issues Statement on Spratlys 
BK251246 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1100 GMT 25 Mar 88 


[“Text” of the Foreign Ministry's 25 March statement on 
“crimes committed by the Chinese authorities at the 
Vietnam’s Truong Sa Archipelago”’} 


[Text] Following their use of force to attack and occupy 
Vietnam’s Hoang Sa [Paracel] Archipelago in early 1974, 
since the beginning of 1988 the Chinese authorities, in 
defiance of international law and the protests of the 
Vietnamese people and government as well as of world 
public opinion, have unjustifiably dispatched a large 
naval force including warships of different types to 
attack and occupy the coral reefs of Chu Thap at 9.33 
degrees north latitude and 112.51 degrees east longiti- 
tude, Chau Vien at 8.54 degrees north latitude and 
112.50 degrees east longitude, Gaven at 10.13 degrees 
north latitude and 114.13 degrees east longitude, and 
Kennan at 9.53,33 degrees north latitude and | 13.27,20 
degrees east longitude; and to control the Gac Ma coral 
reef of Vietnam’s Truong Sa [Spratly] Archipelago. 
China has been, and is, stepping up the sending of its 
military equipment and means to build various military 
installments in these coral reefs. 


It is especially serious that on 14 March 1988 the 
Chinese authorities sent many warships armed with 
large-caliber cannons and rockets to carry out provoca- 
tions. They set ablaze and sank three unarmed Vietnam- 
ese freighters in the area of the Gac Ma, Co-Lin, and 
Len-Dao coral reefs belonging to the Sinh Ton group of 
islands of the Truong Sa Archipelago. Chinese warships 
opened fire on Vietnamese sailors who, having been on 
the burning freighters, were jumping into the sea, were 
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riding on life rafts, or were swimming in the sea, resullt- 
ing in a number of them being killed with 74 others stiil 
listed as missing. Their warships continued to sail along- 
side to blockade and carry out armed provoc2tions, 
trying to prevent Vietnamese rescue ships flying Red 
Cross banners from reaching the area where the Viet- 
namese freighters were sunk to search for and rescue the 
Vietnamese freighters and sailors in distress. This is a 
serious crime in violation of the most fundamental 
provisions of international and humanitarian law on the 
rescue and treatment of victims. They also arrogantly 
blocked the normal shipping operations of Vietnamese 
freighters in the area of Truong Sa Archipelago. 


While failing to respond to the SRV Government's 
proposal for talks to settle differences over the Truong Sa 
Archipelago and while waiting for a commitment from 
both sides not use force to solve the disputed issue, these 
actions of the Chinese authorities have exposed their 
malicious inten to use force to broaden the scale, and 
increase the intensity, of the conflict in the waters of the 
Truong Sa Archipelago, in preparation for a long-term 
occupation of Vietnam’s territory and implementation 
of their expansionist ambitions in the East Sea. 


This move constitutes a serious threat to peace and 
security in Southeast Asia and runs counter to the trend 
toward settling disputes through dialogue, thus making 
various countries bordering the East Sea as well as those 
countries neighboring China more anxious and vigilant 
due to the Chinese policy of expanding its sea and land 
borders at the expense of these countries. 


The people and Government of the SRV strongly con- 
demn and denounce before world public opinion this 
new crime committed by the Chinese authorities against 
the Vietnamese peoric and resolutely protest their mili- 
tary maneuvers in the area of the Truong Sa Archipelago. 
The Chinese authorities ust immediately withdraw all 
their forces from those coral reefs they are illegally 
occupying in the Vietnam's Truong Sa Archipelago, and 
stop at once all acts of armed encroachment on Vietnam- 
ese territory. First of all, they must withdraw all of their 
warships from the Sinh Ton group of islands and under- 
take not to prevent Vietnamese rescue ships from pro- 
viding rescue services to Vietnamese freighters and sail- 
ors in distress nor block the normal shipping operations 
of Vietnamese freighters in the Truong Sa Archipelago. 


The Chinese authorities must bear full responsibility for 
all their crimes and all consequences arising from their 
military actions. 


VNA Reports Details of Chinese ‘Attack’ 
BK251506 Hanoi VNA in English 1456 GMT 
25 Mar 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA March 25—The daily NHAN DAN 
March 24 published an account by witnesses of the 
attack by China’s missile-equipped warships on three 
freighters of Vietnam in the Sinh Ton group of islands 
under Vietnam's control. 
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A condensed version of the account follows: 


In the afternoon of March 13, Vietnamese freighters 
were anchored near Gac Ma, Co-Lin and Len-Dao 
islands in the Sinh Ton group of islands. By now, 
Chinese warships after illegally entering our territorial 
waters and landing troops on the Chu Thap and Chau 
Vien coral reefs, continued to provoke and prevent the 
movement of our cargo ships on routine supply missions. 
At the time, they tailed or came close to our ships for 
intimidation purposes. 


For several weeks now the situation in the area had 
become very tense. Our combatants could hardly sleep 
during five or seven consecutive nights after travelling 
hundreds of miles from the mainland on small freighters 
of 50 to 60 tons. 


Early in the moring of March 14, three Chinese warships 
No. 556, 553 and 552 came close to our freighters. Once 
or twice the 506 and 502 ran at full speed toward our 
freighters No. 604 and 605 anchored Gac Ma and 
Co-Lin. [sentence as received] 


Vietnamese soldiers stationed on Gac Ma held aloft the 
Vietnamese flag to warn Chinese warships against 
encroaching upon Vietnamese sovereignty. 


Regardless of international law the Chinese warships 
trained their guns at the Vietnamese freighters. 


On board the 50-ton freighter 604 of “Dai Khanh” class 
built by China and used by Vietnam for dozens of years, 
Thong, the commander told the soldiers to keep calm 
and avoid meing provoked. His voice rang above the 
noise of the sea: 


“Don’t fire unless ordered!” Behind the “Dai Khanh” 
604 Lieutenant Tran Van Phuong, a platoon leader, was 
commanding a group of soldiers on duty on the island 
flying the Vietnamese national flag. An unarmed squad 
was ordered to descend into a dinghy to carry food and 
other supplies to the island. 


Having failed in their intimidation, the Chinese officers 
on board the warship 502 ordered their men to take a 
motor boat and attack Gac Ma Island. They were 71 in 
all commanded by one with a revolver. All of them were 
crew cut, holding AK automatic rifles with drawn bayo- 
nets. Some rushed up to cut the rope linking the ship 
with the small boat. A soldier named Luc who jumped in 
to connect the rope was struck down by a rifle butt on his 
head. The Chinese commander together with dozens of 
his men landed on the island. 


The attackers aimed their gun muzzles at Lieutenant 
Tran Van Phuong. One shouted in Vietnamese “This is 
China’s land”. In reply, Phuong and his soldiers said 
calmly: “Stop it! Don’t cause bloodshed!” 
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A Chinese soldier rushed up to snatch the gold-starred 
red flag from his hand. Phuong promptly snatched it 
back. As Corporal Nguyen Van Lanh, 22, dashed in to 
hold up the flag, a burly Chinese soldier with a walk- 
ie-talkie picked up a crowbar of [the] Vietnamese troops 
and lunged at him from behind. Lanh managed to dodge 
the blow. Phuong continued to hold up the national flag 
when another Chinese soldier opened up with a full burst 
of automatic rifle. He fell. Nguyen Van Lanh knocked a 
pistol off the hand of a Chinese officer when another 
Chinese stabbed him with a bayonet from behind. The 
bayonet hit him in the left shoulder blade. He fell in a 
puddle of blood after taking a burst of rifle fire. 


At 7:45 hours the Chinese warship 502 opened 100-mm 
artillery fire at our freighter 604 from a distance of 400 
metres. The shells hit the cabin, engine chamber and 
sailors’ compertment and the ship took fire. Still the 
Chinese fired more shells at its fore and aft. Only a few 
of our officers and sailors escaped by jumping out and 
swimming to the island. 


The same moment, Chinese warships 502, 556 and 506 
opened heavy artillery fire on our freighters 505 and 605 
then anchored at the Co-Lin and [word indistinct] 
islands. The Chinese destroyer 556 fired at our freighter 
605 from a distance of less than 350 metres. 


The wreckage of the 505 at the Co-Lin island, and 
vestiges of the fight on the Gac Ma island remain as 
many evidences of the unprovoked and brutal acts of the 
Chinese aggressors. 


Red Cross Aid Requested in Spratly Rescue 
BK241635 Hanoi VNA in English 1540 GMT 
24 Mar 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA March 24—Assistant Foreign Minis- 
ter Bui Hong Phuc received here today P.A. Conod, 
representative of the International Committee of the 
Red Cross in Vietnam. 


The guest was informed of the latest developments 
relating to the rescue work for the Vietnamese sailors on 
board the three freighters set on fire on March 14 at the 
Sinh Ton group of islands within the Truong Sa [Spratly] 
Archipelago of Vietnam. The Vietnamese official asked 
the International Red Cross to actively intervene to get 
China pull out immediately its warships from the area 
and stop preventing Vietnamese rescue ships from sav- 
ing the damaged ships and 74 Vietnamese sailors on 
board. 


The International Red Cross official pledged to do his 
utmost in this humanitarian work. 
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Papers Comment on Spratlys Issue With PRC 


QUAN DOI NHAN DAN Commentary 
BK251226 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1000 GMT 25 Mar 88 


[Excerpt of QUAN DOI NHAN DAN 25 March com- 
mentary: “Notorious Plot, Undeniable Crimes” —from 
the “press review”’] 


[Text] Anyone who has a conscience and a respect for 
reason can see clearly that Vietnam has no intention of, 
nor interest in, seeking military conflicts with China. 
Vietnam has consistently expressed its willingness to sit 
down at the negotiating table to settle differences 
between the two countries. This not only manifests the 
goodwill of the Vietnamese people who have always 
cherished friendship with the Chinese people but also 
conforms with the trend in the region and the world for 
settling disputes through dialogue . 


Our goodwill was further expounded in our Foreign 
Ministyy’s 23 March note to the Chinese Foreign Min- 
istry, proposing the two countries’ governments appoint 
foreign ministerial or vice ministerial representatives to 
begin talks in Beijing at the earliest date, to be agreed 
upon by both sides. 


With due respect for ethics, international law, and rea- 
son, China should end its acts of intrusion which are 
Causing tension in the Truong Sa [Spratly] Archipelago. 
It must quickly withdraw its military forces from this 
area of Vietnam. 


The Vietnamese troops and people have restrained 
themselves and avoided all armed conflicts. However, 
territorial sovereignty is sacred to every nation. We 
resclve to firmiy defend the territorial integrity of our 
beloved country. 


NHAN DAN Commentary 
BK250429 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
230) GMT 24 “ar 88 


[24 March NHAN DAN commentary: “When the Truth 
Is Out’) 


[Text] What happened in the Truong Sa [Spratly] Archi- 
pelago has been concretely, clearly, and truthfully pre- 
sented in the news roundup published in today’s issue [of 
NHAN DAN]. Upholding the principle of facing facts 
and clearly telling the truth to our people and combat- 
ants throughout the country and to public opinion the 
world over, we have made fully public the information 
about events that have taken place. 


What do we see from these facts? In carrying out their 
difficult and arduous duties on Truong Sa, our combat- 
ants have shown the noble traditional qualities of the 
heroic VPA, thus truly earning the esteem, trust, and 
love of their compatriots throughout the country. These 
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qualities include their staunch revolutionary will to 
stand firm in the face of danger and hardships in defense 
of the sacred sovereignty of the fatherland. These quali- 
ties are their very high sense of discipline, their scrupu- 
lous execution of orders from the upper echelon, and 
their exercise of self-restraint, even in critical situations 
such as when our combatants refrained from shooting 
first and fought only in self-defense, having been forced 
to do so after trying, to no avail, to talk Chinese soldiers 
into ending their unlawful encroachments. These are the 
qualities of deep political awareness and conscientious 
implementation of the political and diplomatic policies 
of our party and state, whose people wish to settle all 
disputes through negotiations, to restore normal Chi- 
nese-Vietnamese relations, and eventually to restore the 
friendship [words indistinct] calculated maneuvers and 
premeditated, closely guided acts of the Chinese author- 
ities aimed at causing tensions and occupying Vietnam’s 
islands and reefs in the Truong Sa Archipelago area, thus 
gradually carrying out their evil expansionist design to 
achieve their unchanging objective of monopolizing the 
East Sea, in defiance of international law and practice 
and running counter the trend of our time. 


Since January 1988, the Chinese authorities have trans- 
ferred a fairly sizable component of their East Sea Fleet 
to the south. Using Hai Nan Island and Phu Lam 
[Woody] Island of the Hoang Sa [Paracel] Archipelago, 
which they illegally occupied in early 1974, as a staging 
bases, they have dispatched nearly 20 warships heavily 
armed with large-caliber cannons, including missile- 
equipped destroyers, to the Truong Sa Archipelago area 
to do some saber-rattling and carry out provocations and 
encroachment operations. Vaingloriously relying on 
their many of warships bristling with long-range large- 
caliber guns, they cooked up the myth that our troops 
shot first and used it as an excuse for their attacks. They 
concentrated big-gun fire on our small, machinegun- 
carrying vessels that were carrying out their normal duty 
of resupplying our naval infantry units, causing casual- 
ties to our sailors. 


Their ruthless and inhuman nature were particularly 
apparent when they committed the crimes of firing on, 
setting ablaze, and sinking three small Vietnamese 
freighters, and causing the loss of vessels and of human 
life on our side. They deliberately prevented and delayed 
rescue efforts, trampling the minimum stipulations of 
international law and tradition concerning the rescue of 
sinking vessels at sea and causing additional deaths of 
our combatants; just one more crime on top of the others 
that stemmed from an arrogant and ruthless policy of 
big-nation expansionism. 


It was not accidental: Many Beijing-based foreign corre- 
spondents objectively made the remark that the Chinese 
power holders deliberately tried to cause the clash in the 
area of Truong Sa Archipelago on the morning of 14 
March, taking advantage of the time when Vietnam was 
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preparing a state funeral for the head of its government 
while at the same time side-tracking both domestic and 
global public opinion from the Tibet issue, which is now 
shaping up very seriously. 


Now that the truth is out, our people and combatants 
throughout the country as well as the world public have 
come to understand more clearly that reason, just cause, 
and international law belong to us, while all aggressive, 
arrogant, malicious, and criminal acts trampling inter- 
national law, as well as the responsibility for the conse- 
quences of these acts, definitely belong to the Chinese 
power holders. The peaceful goodwill and desire for a 
settlement of disputed issues through negotiation are 
also on our side. 


Additional evidence has been provided to the righteous 
and straightforward world public in order to clearly 
identify and strongly condemn the Chinese power hold- 
ers’ actual policy of expansionism and demand that they 
put an end to the use of force, allow the situation in the 
Truong Sa Archipelago to return to normal, and quickly 
enter into negotiations to settle all disputes. As an 
immediate step, they must withdraw all warships from 
the area where their crimes were committed and put an 
immediate end to the obstruction of the rescue opera- 
tions. 


We extend to our combatants on duty on the Truong Sa 
Archipelago our highest admiration and esteem and 
warmest love. We convey to the families of those who 
have fallen or are still missing in the heroic and unequal 
fight, our most intimate and affectionate regards. We 
wish the wounded comrades a quick recovery. 


Our people throughout the country are turning their 
thoughts toward Truong Sa to care for the material and 
spiritual life of our beloved combatants—our sons and 
brothers—who are fulfilling their obligation to the coun- 
try under an extremely tense and difficult situation. In 
that spirit, every one of us must be resolved to carry out 
more satisfactorily his daily work to achieve the best 
results. This is a promise and a pledge of conscience and 
honor to our beloved combatants. 


Council of State Announces New Ministries 
BK251206 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1100 GMT 25 Mar 88 


{SRV Council of State Communique on its 24 March 
Meeting] 


[Text] On 24 March 1988, the Council of State held its 
regular meeting under the presidency of Chairman Vo 
Chi Cong: 


I. The Council of State listened to reports by the 
National Assembly’s Judiciary Committee and the 
Council of Ministers’ Committee for Drafting the Code 
of Criminal Procedures on the results of compiling the 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


draft code of criminal procedures after studying and 
accepting the views of National Assembly deputies at the 
Second Session of the Eighth National Assembly. 


The Council of State gave its views on the continued 
compilation of the code and stressed the importance of 
the role of the code of criminal procedures in defending 
the socialist regime, developing socialist democracy, 
protecting the legal rights and intczesis of citizens, and 
resolutely and positively dealing with al! criminal behav- 
ior. 


The Council of State decided to announce the draft code 
of criminal procedures to gather the people’s views in 
April. The Council of State cautioned all echelons and 
sectors on the need to satisfactorily guide the organiza- 
tion to allow cadres and ihe people countrywide to 
contribute their views broadly to the compilation of this 
code. 


II. As recommended by the comrade acting chairman of 
the Council of Ministers concerning the reorganization 
of some ministries, state commissions, and general 
departments in order to gradually perfect the machinery 
of the Council of Ministers, the Council of State decided 
the following with respect to the organization and per- 
sonnel of the Council of Ministers: 


1. Comrade Vo Van Kiet ceases to be chairman of the 
State Planning Commission. Comrade Dau Ngoc Xuan, 
minister and first vice chairman of the State Planning 
Commission, will take over the position. 


2. The Foreign Economic Relations Ministry is estab- 
lished on the basis of merging the Foreign Trade Minis- 
try and the Foreign Economic Relations Commission. 
Comrade Doan Duy Thanh ceases to be foreign trade 
minister and assumes the position of foreign economic 
relations minister. Comrade Vo Dong Giang ceases to be 
chairman of the Foreign Economic Relations Commis- 
sion. 


3. The new Building Ministry is established by merging 
the Building Ministry and the State Capital Construction 
Commission. Comrade Phan Ngoc Tuong assumes the 
position of building minister. Comrade Do Quoc Sam 
ceases to be chairman of the State Capital Construction 
Commission. 


4. The present General Electronics Department is incor- 
porated with the Metal and Industry Ministry to reorga- 
nize and develop the electronics sector and information 
technology. 


The Council of State decided to appoint some judges of 
the Supreme People’s Court and some members of the 
Surpreme People’s Organ of Control. 
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Gen Nguyen Quyet on Party Leadership of VPA 
BK171715 Hanoi TAP CHI QUAN DOI NHAN DAN 
in Vietnamese Dec 87 pp 15-23 


[Speech by Colonel General Nguyen Quyet, director of 
the VPA Political General Department, at a September 
1987 all-Army training course for high-ranking cadres on 
effecting the party’s leadership over the people’s Armed 
Forces] 


[Text] Dear comrades: Let us move to the issue of 
Organizing the party’s leadership in the people’s Armed 
Forces. Since you have already seen all of the party and 
Political General Department documents on this issue, I 
will only bring up a number of principal points for all of 
us to study together. 


First, it is necessary for us to firmly grasp the require- 
ments that must be met in this issue—which involves 
ensuring unity of perception, thoroughly understanding 
all viewpoints, firmly adhering to various fundamental 
principles, and enhancing party character—to use them 
as the basis for achieving unity of action and thorough 
and scrupulous work implementation. 


The standard documents to be used as a basis for 
studying the issue of organizing the party’s leadership 
among the Vietnamese people’s Armed Forces are the 
Political Report (Part V—Roman numerial five) of the 
party Central Committee, which was adopted by the 
sixth national party congress, and the party Statute, 
which was replenished by the same congress. 


Chapter VI of the party’s Statute and various party 
Central Committee Secretariat regulations concerning 
party organizations and political organs in the people’s 
Armed Forces are a profound recapitulation of the 
process of the party’s leadership over the revolutionary 
armed forces over the past 10 years as well as the period 
of more than 40 years before that. These documents, 
which set forth the major lessons that were pointed out 
by the sixth national party congress, fully manifest the 
scientific and revolutionary nature of our party. 


As a ruling party, our party is leading our people 
throughout the country in carrying out the two strategic 
tasks—successfully building socialism and _ firmly 
defending the socialist fatherland. The amount of polit- 
ical work during the transitional period, the complexities 
of the struggle between the socialist and capitalist paths 
to determine “who will triumph over whom,” and the 
Struggle between our Army and people and the aggres- 
sive, hostile, and reactionary forces, as well as the 
Stature, quality, and volume of the tasks under our 
party’s responsibility and leadership, are increasing, in 
breadth and depth, with every passing day. This situa- 
tion demands that our party successfully and vigorously 
deveiop its leadership efficiency in all domains and build 
itself in such a way as to fulfill all the colossal, heavy 
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tasks laid down by history. ““The party must pay atten- 
tion to making itself politically, ideologically, and orga- 
nizationally strong in order to exert its decisive effect on 
the development of our country’s revolution.” (Footnote 
1) (“Documents of the Sixth Party Congress,” Su That 
Publishing House, Hanoi, 1987, p 124) 


For this reason, great attention has been paid to inten- 
sifying the party’s leadership over the people’s Armed 
Forces and to making Army party organizations pure 
and strong by the sixth party congress, as well as by the 
fourth and fifth party congresses in the past. 


In organizing the party’s leadership over the people’s 
Armed Forces, there are substantially fundamental 
issues that should be firmly maintained and promoted, 
as well as issues that should be adjusted, developed, or 
revived to suit the actual conditions and traditions of our 
people. Efforts have been concentrated on solving these 
issues with Chapter VI of the party’s Statute and various 
regulations of the party Central Committee Secretariat. 
Therefore, only by firmly grasping the party’s viewpoints 
and renovating our thinking can we correctly compre- 
hend and scrupulously and creatively apply the princi- 
ples and regulations that have been established. 


The organization of the party’s leadership among our 
people’s Armed Forces is based on the general principles 
of the proletariat’s new type of party, on the party’s 
Statute and the capitulation of the party’s practical 
activities, and on characteristics of the status and revo- 
lutionary tasks of the party as well as the situation and 
duties of our people’s Armed Forces in the new revolu- 
tionary stage. 


The party will be able to assume its leadership success- 
fully only when its organization is firmly strengthened 
and consolidated. Various organizations of the party 
should carry out activities in accordance with the cor- 
rect, uniform principles of organization and leadership. 


This is the great lesson derived from ordeals during our 
people’s protracted and decisive armed struggle against 
various types of enemy in different historical stages. 
Once again, we should consistently and firmly grasp this 
very important lesson. 


In the new stage, our party has set forth two strategic 
tasks which are in close association with each other and 
has affirmed the principles “‘all people build and defend 
the fatherland” and “all troops defend the fatherland 
and build the country.” Our party consistently relies on 
the people, considers them as a foundation, and depends 
on their vital force in building socialism and defending 
the fatherland. We must also rely on the people to 
strengthen national defense, develop other potentials, 
and promote the nation’s combined strengths compre- 
hensively. We must strengthen our national defense by 
basing it on the realities in our country during the initial 
stage of the transitional period. Failure to rely on the 
people to build a strong Vietnamese national defense or 
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defining requirements without considering the socioeco- 
nomic realities are examples of wilful, unilateral, and 
unrealistic practices, which will bring about poor results. 
We must strive to overcome absolutely these deficiencies 
at all levels and in all aspects because they run counter to 
the principles of relying on the people, carrying out tasks 
comprehensively and concretely, and the requirement on 
renovating thought set forth by the Sixth CPV Congress. 
We should also use these basic principles as a basis on 
which to formulate a directive to build the people’s 
Armed Forces. 


Chapter 6 of the party statutes and other stipulations of 
the party Central Committee Secretariat have clearly 
stated the issue of party organizations and their activities 
at various units of the people’s Armed Forces, and have 
stressed general issues of the entire Army, at each unit, 
and different levels of the Armed Forces in order to 
ensure “direct, concentrated, and uniform leadership in 
all aspects of the party” (Footnote 2) (Party Statute, 
chapter 6, article 37) over various Armed Forces under 
all circumstances. 


Regarding organization, the party Central Committee 
Secretariat stipulations have specified: ‘The party Cen- 
tral Committee, under direct leadership of the Political 
Bureau and Secretariat of the party Central Committee, 
is responsible for integrating and carrying out uniform 
tasks relating to the Vietnam People’s Army. The party 
exercises its leadership through various echelons of the 
party organizational system, through ideological and 
organizational activities of political organizations; and 
a. ‘he besis of ensuring the party organization’s collec- 
tive .uership, the party implements the one-man com- 
mand system at various echelons in the Army.” (Foot- 
note 3) (“Organization of Party Leadership in the 
Vietnam People’s Army,” People’s Army Publishing 
House, Hanoi 1987, Vol I, p 8) 


In the main forces, party organization has been estab- 
lished from grass-roots units upward. At each level, there 
is a party organization’s executive committee (called a 
party committee for short) elected by a democratic 
method and approved by a higher echelon party com- 
mittee. In special cases, this committee can be appointed 
directly by a higher party committee. 


Military region party committees are also composed of 
secretaries of party committees of provinces, municipal- 
ities, and special zones of areas in the region. 


At local Army and military organizations and in the 
border defense force and its commanding organization, 
party organization has been established in accordance 
with stipulations on party organization in the People’s 
Army and “‘is subjected to the direct leadership of the 
local party committee, to the supervision of the military 
party committee, and to the guidance of the political 
Organization of higher echelons. The secretary of a local 
party committee also functions as secretary of a military 
party committee at the corresponding level.” (Footnote 
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4) (ibid., p 10). At village and subward level, the secre- 
tary of a village and subward party committee functions 
as a political commissioner responsible for party and 
political activities of the militia and self-defense forces 
and for other local military tasks. 


The entire Armed Forces has its party Central Commit- 
tee’s Military Commission designated and led by the 
party Central Committee through its Political Bureau 
and Secretariat and the general secretary of the party 
Central Committee serves as the head of the party 
Central Committee’s Military Commission. The party 
Central Committee’s Military Commission provides 
guidance for various fields of activity of the entire 
Armed Forces and makes suggestions with the party 
Central Committee, the Political Bureau, and the Secre- 
tariat on matters concerning policy, military tasks, and 
those major policies which deal with the building and 
strengthening of the all-people national defense and with 
building of the people’s Armed Forces, and on those 
most important tasks and fields of activity already 
clearly defined in various regulations of the Secretariat. 


This thorough and close-knit party organizational sys- 
tem allows the party to control the Armed Forces firmly, 
develop the strength of the entire system of dictatorship 
by the proletariat, link economic construction with 
national defense and security maintenance, and also to 
create a strong and firm posture for building an all- 
people national defense, the battle configuration for a 
people’s war, the people’s Armed Forces, and a people’s 
war for the defense of the socialist fatherland in the 
present stage on a national scale as well as in each 
locality and each grass-roots establishment. 


In principle, it is stipulated by the party that all party 
organizations in the people’s Armed Forces must operate 
in accordance with the party Statute as well as with all 
the resolutions and directives of the party Central Com- 
mittee and that they must comply with uniform rules on 
organization, leadership, and activities of the party. 
Democratic centralism is the most fundamental princi- 
ple for directing all activities such as public missions, 
Organizational and everyday work, and for guiding the 
working attitude of party organizations. The party’s 
great organizational strength lies in the full observance of 
this principle which serves as a firm guarantee that the 
party makes the correct decisions and minimizes possi- 
ble mistakes. Collective leadership is the party’s highest 
leadership principle. Collective leadership must be 
accompanied by a system of individual responsibility 
and the promotion of a high sense of individual respon- 
sibility. In this way we can develop the collective wis- 
dom, exploit the great capabilities of party cadres and 
members and ensure a unity of thought and action as 
advised by Uncle Ho: “Although having many members, 
Our party must act singlemindedly while in combat.” 
(Footnote 5) (Ho Chi Minh: “On Party Building”, Su 
That Publishing House, Hanoi, 1980, page 59) 
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The Army’s party oganization is a component of the 
party. Chapter VI of the party Statute clearly says: The 
party Organization in the VPA shall operate in accor- 
dance with the party Statute and with various resolutions 
and directives of the party Central Committee.“* (Foot- 
note 6) (Party Statute, Chapter VI, Articles 37 and 38). 
Leading organs of this party organization shall strictly 
abide by the principle that democratic centralism and 
collective leadership must be accompanied by the divi- 
sion of individual responsiblity.“* (Footnote 7) (Party 
Statute, Chapter VI, Articles 37 and 38). Party organi- 
zations, particularly party committee echelons and key 
leadership and command cadres, must firmly grasp this 
fundamental principle. Facts show that over the years, 
this principle has been violated. At various echelons and 
in many areas, individuals are found to be drowning out 
the voice of the collectives and putting themselves above 
the latter. If there were ever any forms of democracy, 
they might have been merely formalistic or acts of 
evading responsibility and refusing to accept shortcom- 
ings and mistakes. This must be viewed as one of the 
most serious causes leading to the aggravation of the 
militancy of the party, making it impossibile for the 
party to maintain its leadership role. 


It is the duty and obligation of all party members and 
cadres, first of all party committee secretaries and unit 
commanders, firmly to uphold and restore this principle. 
Party committee secretaries and commanders must set 
shining examples in respecting the views of the collective 
and in scrupulously observing this principle within party 
committees and units. No party members and cadres are 
allowed to cite the nature of armed combat or the special 
characteristics of military organization as an excuse for 
loosely observing or disregarding the party’s principles, 
or acting at variance with its uniform regulations. Strict 
adherence to the party’s principles is a factor involving 
the party character and the principled character for 
ensuring that the party will always remain an integrated 
whole in will and action and that the Armed Forces will 
develop its combat strength to a high level and fulfill all 
tasks entrusted by the party and state. 


With its position as a ruling party, the party’s leadership 
must encompass all aspects of social and military life. 
There is no sphere of activity, no task, and no person not 
under the party’s leadership. Party committees at vari- 
ous levels in the people’s Armed Forces exercise compre- 
hensive leadership in accordance with the functions and 
tasks established by the party for each level. Regarding 
cadres, mass Organizations, and the mass forces in the 
Army, this comprehensive leadership is reflected in the 
political, ideological, and organizational fields; in such 
tasks as maintaining combat readiness, conducting com- 
bat activities, performing productive labor, engaging in 
national construction, and discharging internationalist 
duty; and in military, rear service, technical, financial, 
cadre-related, policy-making, and other tasks. 


It is a fundamental concept and a lesson of principle 
which our party has learned that in building up the 
revolutionary armed forces it is necessary to consider 
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political development as the foundation. We must truly 
understand and firmly grasp this fundamental idea in 
our endeavor to standardize and modernize the revolu- 
tionary people’s army constantly. The more difficult and 
complicated the revolution and the more fierce and 
complex the struggle between ourselves and the enemy, 
between the two roads, between positivism and negativ- 
ism, and between renovation and stagnant conservatism, 
the more steadfast the Army must remain politically. In 
building up the Army politically, attention must be 
focused on developing a thorough understanding of the 
party’s revolutionary lines, including political, econom- 
ic, and military lines and domestic as well as foreign 
policies. We must constantly enhance the nature of the 
working class, make the Armed Forces boundlessly loyal 
to the fatherland and socialism, submit ourselves abso- 
lutely to the party’s leadership, closely unite around the 
party Central Committee, maintain a tight bond with the 
laboring people, scrupulously abide by the Constitution 
and the law of the state, uphold self-imposed discipline, 
preserve firm internal unity, and successfully fulfill all 
the tasks assigned by the party and state. In the difficult 
and complex situation at present, the correct attitude is 
to overcome firmly, confidently, and actively all difficul- 
ties so as to protect the party and defend the regime. 


Practical experience shows that in building up the Army 
politically, the task of making party organizations pure, 
firm, and strong is of decisive importance. Party build- 
ing must become a permanent central task. It is neces- 
sary to enhance militancy, comprehensive leadership 
capacity, and actual organizational capability; and to 
effect renovation in thinking, in organization and cadres, 
and in the style of leadership of party organizations so as 
to truly turn them into the core of leadership in every 
unit. 


Cadre-related work is the key to building the party and 
our people’s Armed Forces. All lines and policies, correct 
as they are, would remain only on paper without num- 
bers of adequately qualified, capable, and good-man- 
nered cadres to put them into practice. After lines and 
policies are set forth by the party, their success will 
depend entirely on cadres. Therefore, cadre-related 
work—which is carried out by party committees—must 
always be studied, discussed, and decided upon collec- 
tively in accordance with the assigned authority and 
responsibility. 


The party always pays attention to policy-related work 
because this means paying attention to the human factor. 
Man is the moving force and also the highest service 
object of revolution. We cannot bring into play all the 
great capabilities of the masses unless we pay attention 
to policy-related work. This is because all the “‘objectives 
laid down by the party Congress can only be achieved by 
the creative, revolutionary actions of millions of peo- 
ple.” (Footnote 8) (“Documents of the Sixth Party 
Congress,” Su That Publishing House, Hanoi, 1987, p 
111) In carrying out policy-related work, we must stand 
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firm on our class and practical viewpoints, which pro- 
ceed from the situation of the country and Army in every 
respect and not from our subjective expectations, and we 
must have a general, long-term, and comprehensive 
outlook. Paying attention to man means paying attention 
to all aspects of his spiritual, cultural, and material life as 
well as to the improvement of his revolutionary quality 
and professional ability so that he can develop himself 
comprehensively and always be capable of fulfilling 
successfully all the tasks entrusted to him by the payty 
and state. In close combination with ideological and 
Organizational work, policy-related work must have a 
direct and practical effect on the combat efficiency, 
discipline, and fighting strength of our people’s Armed 
Forces in general. 


The party administers its leadership over the people’s 
Armed Forces not only through party organizations at all 
levels but also through the ideological and organizational 
activities of various political organs. These political 
organs directly help all party committees carry out the 
party’s ideological and organizational work—a highly 
important component of the party’s activities—in the 
Army. In the final analysis, the activities of political 
organs are aimed at consolidating and intensifying the 
party’s leadership. Political organs, if strong and capable 
of fulfilling their basic tasks satisfactorily and effectively, 
will contribute directly to strengthening the leadership of 
the party organization. The task of making political 
organs firm and strong, both in the immediate future and 
in the long-term, depends on the development the con- 
tingent of political cadres, in terms of quality, quantity, 
ability, and work standard and style. 


Party documents affirm that the system of political 
Organs is Organized from top to bottom and from the 
entire Army to basic units. These documents also point 
out clearly the common functions of political organs as 
well as the functions of each echelon. From these func- 
tions, the party has determined a rational and scientific 
organizational structure enabling all political organs to 
assist party committees in carrying out ideological and 
Organizational work, developing their organizations, and 
shaping a new type of man. 


Chapter VI of the party Statute clearly specifies: “On the 
basis of ensuring the collective leadership of the party 
organization, it is necessary to apply the one-commander 
system at all levels in the Army.” The one-commander 
system is an integral component of the party’s mecha- 
nism of leadership over the people’s Armed Forces. The 
above regulation governing the one-commander system 
requires that we proceed from, and establish, the princi- 
ples of democratic centralism and collective leadership 
in combination with work assignment under individual 
responsibility and the common mechanism of “‘leader- 
ship by the party, mastery by the people, and manage- 
ment by the State” into the Army’s conditions. This 
means applying these fundamental principles in a way 
that suits the characteristics of military organizations 
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and armed activities. Leadership is a collective respon- 
sibility while organization and implementation are indi- 
vidual responsibilities. A commander must carry out his 
activities in compliance with the resolutions of the party 
committee concerned and in such a way as to help 
strengthen the leadership of this party committee. While 
exercising his functions, a commander must enter into 
numerous relationships, including that between the 
party committee concerned and himself. This is the 
relationship between leadership and obedience—obedi- 
ence to the leadership of the party committee concerned. 
By correctly solving problems concerning this relation- 
ship, he will be able to help strengthen the leadership of 
the party committee concerned and firmly ensure the 
successful fulfillment of his functions and responsibility. 
Moreover, by firmly maintaining this relationship, he 
will not lose his initiative and creativity at all. In case of 
emergency, a Commander must be active and decisive in 
taking prompt action to fulfill his duties successfully 
and, later, report the matter and bear responsibility 
before his party committee and superiors. 


Only in this way can we ensure collective leadership for 
party organizations and build the one-commander sys- 
tem. This constitutes both a principle and a method for 
building and consolidating the one-commander system 
in accordance with the party’s viewpoints and stipula- 
tions. 


In the final analysis, building and consolidating the 
one-commander system is also aimed at consolidating 
and strengthening party leadership over the Armed Forc- 
es. Failing to achieve this objective will cause the one- 
commander system to stray from its direction. It is 
therefore necessary to consolidate and improve the effec- 
tiveness of the one-commander system constantly, 
regarding this as the leadership duty of the party com- 
mittees at all levels, of various political organs, of the 
commander himself, and of everyone in our Armed 
Forces. 


Implemented on the basis of ensuring collective leader- 
ship for party organizations, the one-commander system 
constitutes the harmonious combination of our princi- 
ples, experience, traditions, and realities with the selec- 
tive application of progressive experience gained in 
modern times by the Soviet Army and Navy and the 
armies of other fraternal countries. 


We must constantly uphold the party character and the 
principled character of every cadre without exception, 
first of all leading and commanding cadres, and firmly 
maintain the established relations while resolutely over- 
coming violations of principles and regulations which 
give rise to lax discipline and weaken the party’s leader- 
ship. 


To consolidate and strengthen party leadership over the 
people’s Armed Forces we must do our utmost to 
strengthen the flesh-and-blood relationship between the 
party and the masses. This is a basic issue in party 
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building work and one of the four major lessons of 
experience drawn up by the sixth party congress. The key 
to developing a flesh-and-blood relationship between the 
party and the masses is to strongly arouse the awareness 
of mastery and true respect for the masses’ right to 
mastery over all of the unit’s operations. 


Internal democracy—democracy in the military, politi- 
cal, economic, everyday life, and other fields—is inher- 
ently a fine tradition of our Army. Democracy requires 
openness; for without openness, how could we ensure 
democracy and develop the masses’ right to mastery? 
The masses’ demand for openness is a very legitimate 
demand. Openness is also an important factor in the 
renovation in thinking and in the attitude of leading and 
commanding cadres toward cadres and soldiers. There- 
fore, democracy and openness should be observed in all 
areas of unit activities. While the struggle between our- 
selves and the enemy still remains very intense and 
fierce, to ensure victorious combat openness must not 
betray military secrets; and to bolster our strength 
democracy must not weaken centralism. Renovation is 
impossible without openness and democracy. Renova- 
tion is an issue of survival. Only through renovation can 
we generate strength with which to defeat the enemy and 
fulfill all tasks assigned with the highest level of efficien- 
cy. Therefore, all manifestations of bureaucratism, mil- 
itarism, alienation from the masses, and indifference 
toward the progress and life of the masses are inconsis- 
tent with the working class nature of our party, especially 
when it is the ruling party, as well as with the revolution- 
ary nature and fine traditions of our people’s Armed 
Forces; and they obstruct the endeavor to strengthen the 
flesh-and-blood relationship between the party and the 
masses in our Army. 


As stipulated by the Secretariat, there are two mass 
Organizations in our Armed Forces, namely the Ho Chi 
Minh Communist Youth Union and the National 
Defense Trade Union. Set up only in grass-roots units, 
these mass organizations are placed under the leadership 
of grass-roots party committees and under the direct 
guidance of political organs and political cadres. Though 
these organizations have their own cadres, party com- 
mittees, political organs, and commanders should not 
leave mass proselytizing work entirely in the hands of the 
former. Without the leadership of party committees, the 
guidance of political organs, and the attention of com- 
manders, these cadres cannot carry out this important 
and complex work satisfactorily. Commanders at all 
levels must pay utmost attention to educating and moti- 
vating the masses; and they are held responsible before 
the latter. In line with our party’s concept of “‘consider- 
ing the people as roots,” commanders are held responsi- 
ble not only before higher echelons and party commit- 
tees at the same level but also before the masses for the 
results they achieve in organizing command and direct- 
ing and supervising the implementation of tasks by their 
units. 


In sum, organizing party leadership in the people’s 
Armed Forces as defined in the party Statute and in the 
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various regulations of the Secretariat is a major, 
extremely critical issue. It involves the establishment of 
the party’s lines, viewpoints, and principles in organizing 
party leadership of the Armed Forces and the national 
defense undertaking in the new stage of the revolution. 
Party members and cadres as well as party organizations 
are required to reach an identity of views, thoroughly 
understand the concepts involved, and firmly grasp the 
set principles and regulations in order to carry out this 
task in a scrupulous and creative manner. 


To be sure, notwithstanding their recapitulative nature, 
the documents we have at this time are by no means 
complete and perfect. We should therefore contribute 
our opinions while studying them for implementation, 
and learn from experience while putting them into 
practice, so as to constantly improve upon them. In that 
spirit, the Secretariat points out in its regulation: 
“Whenever there are new developments, suggestions 
should be promptly forwarded to the Secretariat for 
supplementation and revision” (Footnote 9) (““Organiza- 
tion of Party Leadership in the Vietnam People’s Army,” 
Quan Doi Nhan Dan Publishing House, Hanoi, 1987, 
Vol I p 25). With an identity of views and a thorough 
understanding of the concepts involved, we are resolved 
to implement the aforementioned regulations of the 
party in a positive and scrupulous manner so as to 
gradually standardize the organization of party leader- 
ship in the Army. This is, in effect, an extremely impor- 
tant factor for making party organizations in the Army 
truly pure, firm, and strong in the political, ideological, 
and organizational fields. 


Briefs 
Family Planning Seminar 


Hanoi VNA March 21—A seminar entitled ‘Strategy 
Communications Supports Population and Family Plan- 
ning” was held in Hanoi from March 10-17 under the 
sponsorship of the State Commission on Population and 
Family Planning and the Ministry of Information. Rep- 
resentative of the United Nations Fund for Population 
Activities (U.N.F.P.A), the World Health Organization 
(WHO) and the Development Communication and 
Training Planning (D.C.T.P) attended the seminar. Also 
attending were representatives of branches and mass 
Organizations concerned and mass media workers. Most 
papers delivered at the seminar centered on measures 
and plans to be taken in education and communication 
in order to cut the population growth rate down to 1.7 
percent by 1990. [Text] [BK2/0954 Hanoi VNA in 
English 0710 GMT 21 March 88} 


Afforestation Program Completed 


Hanoi VNA March 23—Vietnam has fulfilled the 1987 
PAM [World Food Project]-funded programme of affo- 
restating 20,850 ha in the central provinces of Nghe 
Tinh, Binh Tri Thien and Quang Nam-Da Nang, 1.4 
times more than the previous year. This is the second 
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year Vietnam has fuifilled the contract signed with the 
World Food Programme (PAM) on afforestation under 
the “PAM-2780” project. Apart from the project, Nghe 
Tinh province alone has put 210 ha under forest and 
planted over seven million trees in scattered places. The 
local people have nursed 45,825,000 saplings in prepa- 
ration for their 1988 plan of covering 10,000 ha of forest 
and planting 30 million trees in scattered places. [Text] 
[BK230802 Hanoi VNA in English 0707 GMT 23 March 
88] 


UN Emergency Aid 


Hanoi VNA March 23—The United Nations Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF) has decided to offer books, notebooks 
and building materials worth 100,000 U.S. dollars as 
emergency aid to Vietnamese storm victims. For its part, 
the World Health Organization (W.H.O) has donated 
4,500 U.S dollars worth of medicines to the victims. 
[Text] [BK231536 Hanoi VNA in English 1456 GMT 23 
Mar 88] 
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Cuban Honors fcr Generals 


Hanoi VNA March 23—Vietnamese Major-Generals Le 
Thanh Van and Tran Hai Phung were recently awarded 
the “Che Guevara” Order and the “International Fight- 
er” Medal of Cuba for their imparting of the experience 
of Vietnam’s people’s warfare to the Cuban Armed 
Forces. General Raul Castro Ruz, second secretary of the 
Central Committee of the Communist Party of Cuba 
{CPC] and minister of the Revolutionary Armed Forces 
[RAF], pinned the medals on ‘he recipients at a cere- 
mony held in Havana. Speaking on the occasion, Lieu- 
tenant-General Ulises Rosales del Toro, alternate Polit- 
buro member of the C.P.C Central Committee, 
vice-minister and chief of the General Staff of the R.A.F, 
said that the conferment was a vivid manifestation of the 
high admiration of the Cuban people and armed forces 
for ihe land of beloved President Ho Chi Minh. [Text] 
[BK231534 Hanoi VNA in English 1450 GMT 23 Mar 88] 
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Australia 


Defense Talks With New Zealand Conclude 
BK251205 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 
0803 GMT 25 Mar 88 


[From the “International Report” program] 


[Text] Australia and New Zealand are to share secret 
intelligence from new satellite stations to be built in the 
two countries. The intelligence sharing arrangement was 
announced yesterday following annual defense talks 
between Australia’s defense minister, Mr Beazley, and 
his New Zealand counterpart, Mr Tizard. Graeme 
Dobell reports: 


[Begin recording] [Dobell] The final communique of the 
talks said that New Zeaiand and Australia are making 
progress in negotiating a treaty to protect classified 
information. Mr Beazley was asked how this would fit 
with Australia’s commitment not to pass on United 
States intelligence to New Zealand because of the 
ANZUS split. The defense minister replied it was not a 
real problem and spoke of the more mature defense 
relationship with New Zealand. 


[Beazley] We are now in a situation where we are under 
joint procurement. We have a much more clear-cut 
intelligence arrangement. In the last 3 years there has 
been a very disciplined process taking place, I think, in 
relations between our two countries in which, if you 
might say, a sort of kith and kin drift has been replaced 
by a more businesslike relationship between two allies 
who have determined to remain as allies. And that is just 
part of that process. I would not read it as a big deal, 
frankly. 


[Dobell] So, no big deal and officials said later that the 
proposed treaty would mainly cover commercial secrets 
involved in the joint project to build 12 patrol frigates— 
8 for the Australian Navy and 4 for New Zealand. But 
when the same question about intelligence was put to Mr 
Tizard, he linked the two satellite listening stations—one 
being built at Geraldton in Western Australia and the 
other in (Wyhopai) Valley of New Zealand’s South 
Island. The Australian base run by the top secret Defense 
Signal Directorate will have about 120 staff when oper- 
ational. Construction is to start in September. 


Mr Beazley has emphasized that it is purely an Austra- 
lian operation with no links to American intelligence 
gathering. As you hear, Mr Beazley was rather surprised 
as Mr Tizard outlined the compatibility of the two 
countries’ satellite ' stening bases. 
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[Tizard] Well, obviously, we are both very interested in 
the same area and the intelligence that is applicable to 
Australian activity is applicable to ours. Whether !t 1s 
applicable to America is another matter because they are 
not active in this region. But you have seen the reference 
to the fact that we are building a satellite interception 
equipment in South Island of New Zealand and I under- 
stand that that will be compatible with what the Austra- 
lians are establishing or have established. 


[Unidentified person] So, we hear something new. 


[laughter] 


[Tizard] I do not say that we are overlapping. | was 
saying that we are putting our own independent source 
in, but then when you have got it you got something to 
exchange if you want to. [end recording] 


Industry Minister To Press Japan on Beef Trade 
OW241011 Tokyo KYODO in English 0910 GMT 
24 Mar 88 


[Text] Sydney, Australia, March 24 KYODO—Austra- 
lia’s minister for primary industry and energy, John 
Kerin, called on Japan here Thursday to liberalize its 
beef imports so that Australian beef companies can enter 
the Japanese market more easily. 


Speaking at a press conference prior to his departure for 
Japan for talks on beef trade, Kerin said Australia would 
complain to the General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT) if no agreement was reached with Japan 
that was acceptable to both Australia and the United 
States. 


He said import volume should be determined by market 
forces and that Japan’s continuation of quotas on 
imported beef violated GATT rules. 


Australia also opposes Japan-U.S. talks to settle their 
dispute on beef trade, Kerin added. 


Hayden Comments on Mozambique Missionary 
Trial 

BK240452 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 
0400 GMT 24 Mar 88 


[Text] Australia’s foreign minister, Mr Hayden, says he 
will try to gain remission for an Australian missionary 
sentenced to 1|0-years jail in Mozambique. 


A military court in Maputo convicted lan Grey, age 27, 
of charges of rebellion, incitement to rebellion, illegal 
entry to Mozambique, and collaboration with an illegal 
organization. Mr Hayden said the Australian authorities 
have been aware for some time of Mr Grey's complicity 
in the activities of South African-backed Renamo 
[Mozambique National Resistance] rebels. 
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